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tural produets imported to the extent of $19,786,206, an in-
crease of 15% over the imports of 1916.

The approximate value of the mineral production for
1917 of $37,182,570, a decrease of $5,107,892 as compared
with 1916. The decline is not due to any fundamental
change in the industry, but to special causes having a cumu-
lative influence on the .industry, chiefly due to labour
troubles. The decreases in the mineral production are
chiefly in gold, copper and zine. The coal production in
tonnage actually increased, although showing a slight de-
crease in value over 1916. In further comment on the min-
eral industry the Finance Minister pointed out the aid given
by the Government to the industry in the appointment 0
mining district engineers, and also the aid that will be eX-
tended in the matter of diamond drilling to be carried on
by the Government. Special aid in the way of investigat-
ing and determining the iron ore resources of the province
looking to the establishment of the iron and steel industry,
will be extended during the current year.

The forest industries of the province last year turned
out a production about 38% greater than the year before
in value, the total for 1917 being $48,913,115, as compared
with $35,528,000 in 1916. The most notable increase is il
the manufacture of pulp, which showed an increase of over
22%%5% over 1916, and an actual output of paper amounting
to 80,000 tons. A strong demand for shipbuilding and aero-
plane material, together with the buoyant condition of the
prairie markets, augurs well for the continuation of the
activities that has marked the year passed.

The value of the British Columbia fish production for
1917 again leads all the provinces of Canada with a total
production of $15,311,954, or nearly 40% of the entire pro-
duction for the whole Dominion. Of this salmon accounts
for two-thirds of the entire production.

The speaker concluded his remarks with the confidence
that with courage and business administration the weighty
problems of provincial finance could be successfully solved-
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