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CLAN MACNEIL EMIGRATION
TO AMERICA

by
Lieut. The Maccneil of Barra, C.E.
45th Chief of the Clan.

Highland emigration to America,
played a very important part in
the history of not only nearly all
the Clans of Scotland, but also of
the Colonies themselves.

Upon war with France in North
America being declared, Roderick
‘“The Resolute’’, son of the Mac-
neil of Barra, 39th, with several
clansmen, went to America. . He
was a lieutenant in Fraser’s High-
landers, and met his death at the
glorious battle of the Heights of
Abraham at Quebec, in 1759,

Roderick the Resolute’s son,
Roderick the Gentle, 40th, went to
America in 1776, leading a number
of his clansmen, and fought in
several battles of the war of the
American Revolution.

From this time on, the imagina-
tion of the clansmen was aroused
by reports of most wonderful con-
ditions in America. In 1785, the
members of the disbanded 82nd
Regiment, were given grants of
land in Nova Scotia. They in-
cluded several Barramen, i.e., Mac-
neils from Barra. One of them
appears to have revisited the Isle
of Barra a few years later, and to
have related to his admiring kins-
men the splendid opportunities
which awaited them across the
Atlantie. The clansmen could not,
of course, realize the hardships of
the pioneer, nor the vastly dif-
ferent conditions of life in the new
country.

But the spirit of emigration had
entered into the hearts of the clans-
men, with the result, as hereinafter
told by Mr. Macqueen, Minister of
the Parish of Barra:

< upwards of 200 left
this country within the last two
years (about 1794); some emig-
rated to the island of St. John’s,

(Prince Edward Island) and Nova:

Scotia, in North America, being
inviegled thither by a Mr. F., upon
promises of the undisturbed pro-
fession of their religion, (being all
Roman Catholies), and of free pro-
perty for themselves, and their off-
spring for ever; but as soon as they
were landed, he left them to their
shifts, and returned back to his
native country.

““These poor people were left in
the most deplorable situation. If
the inhabitants of the different
places in which they landed had

not exerted themselves for their

relief, many of them must have
perished, for want of the common
necessaries of life. They became
sensible of their folly when it was

BRITISH OAK.

(Courtesy of the World Wide.)

A song to the oak—the brave old oak,
Who hath ruled in the greenwood long;
Here’s health and renown to his broad green crown
And his fifty arms so strong.

There’s fear in his frown when the sun goes down,
And the fire in the west fades out;
And he showeth his might on a wild midnight,
When the storms through his branches shout.
H. F. Chorley, “The Brave Old Oak”

HINDENBERG:—*Shall | ever break through?”

—(“News of the World”, London).

too late; others went to Glasgow,

‘being invited thither by Mr. David

Dale, to work in his cotton manu-
factory; but Mr. Dale’s terms not
coming up to their expectations,
some of them returned home; and
many of them, from a change of
diet and occupation, contracted dis-
tempers, of which they died; many
more prepared themselves for
emigration, but repented in time
enough to avoid the snare into
which their friends have been in-

considerately led, by going ?0
America; they also sold their
effects; and spent the money

arising from the conversion, so
that they would have been destitute
in their native country; but the
Macneil, the proprietor, not only
gave them, and such as returned
from Glasgow, lands, but likewise
money enough to purchase a new
stock of cattle, and all the other
necessary implements of hus-
bandry. The spirit for emigration
is now happily and totally sup-
pressed.”’

The Minister, however, was quite
mistaken in reference to the cessa-
tion of emigration; in faet, it had
just commenced.

James and Hector, sons of
Hector Og Macneil of Barra, and
Roderick, son of Roderick Macneil
of Brevaig, had become acquainted
with a gentleman named Hugh
Dunoon. He had previously emig-
rated to Halifax, Nova Scotia, later
on, removing to Pictou. He pros-
pered greatly, became quite pro-
minent, and was soon appointed a
Crown emigration agent.

James had become owner of a
small sailing-ship, the Pigeon, and
upon meeting Dunoon, and en-
tering into negotiation, he and the
above Roderick were commissioned
to secure the greatest number of
emigrants possible, from their
native island.

This they did in the early sum-
mer of 1801, meeting with great
opposition by the Chief of the
Clan. James was the first to sail
and the first to arrive at Pictou.
Dunoon followed in a larger ship,
the Sarah, with 700 souls. He left
the Isle of Barra in June, and
reached Pictou in September, some
thirteen weeks later. During the
passage, they were boarded by a
man-of-war, which pressed twenty-
five men, but upon representations
being made by Dunoon in his
capacity as Crown emigration
agent, they were released. James
returned to the Isle of Barra carly
in 1802, but was soon afterwards
drowned.

Hector, above mentioned, had
also become owner of a large
trading vessel.
emigration was at its height, he
decided, in the summer of 1802,
also to go to America.

In June he fitted out his ship
and, with 370 Barramen on board,
sailed for Pictou, reaching there
in August. Governor Wentworth
located most of them on Pictou
Island for a while, when they began
to scatter along the shore toward
the east, to Antigonish and later
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City Hall,

Saturday
ALICE JOYCE in

‘The Fettered Woman’

in 5-parts.

Sunday
SPECIAI, PROGRAMME

Luke and Big V

Comedies.

Tuesday May *14th, will be the
las show at the City Hall.

Grand Opening of our new
Theatre on Richelieu St.
. will take place on

Saturday; May I18th.

Usual prices.
Doors opens at 7 o’clock p m.

A. Patenaude

Barber Shop and
Shoe Shine Parlor.

Richelieu St. St. Johns.

Now you can get
Philip Morris
Cigarettes

in the Canteen

Virginia Ovals, 15c
Navy Cut, 3 for 20c

“—not only the flavour,
old chap!—tho that is
remarkably good!—but,
er, they’re so dashing-
ly smart, y know!?”

Special Rate fo Soldiers
on Watch Repairing.

For Personal Use, or for Gifts,
I have a splendid assortment of
low and medium-priced articles,

COME AND LOOK
OVER MY STOCK. WE
ARE FRIENDLY HERE.

E. MESSIER,

83 Richelieu Street, - ST. JOHNS
(Next to Pinsonnault the photographer)



