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MR. JUSTICE FALCONIIRIDGE.

University men and the profession generally regard with
unqualifled. satisfaction the elevation of Mr. William Glenholme
Falconbridge, M.A., Q.C., to the vacant judgeship ie the Queen's
Bench Division ef thie High Court of Justice ef this Province. The
new judge matniculated in 1862 and pursued aniost br iîllant course,
winning scholarships in Modemn Languages and Hist>îry and taking
the gold medal in that department upon bis graduation in 1 866. He
took bis M.A. in 187o. He subsequently studied, law and entered
the firm. of Harriseli, Osler and Mess-a firm, which bas furnished
four judges for this Province. Mr. Falconbridge was Registrar cf
the University, and is now a Senator, having been flrst elected te
the latter positian in 1871I. The new judge bas won for bimself a
dtstinguished position at the Bar, and in Convocatien and the
Sonate lie bas been active and enthusiastic in ail matters pertain-
ing te the University. In private 'life Mr, Falconbridge is approach-
able and genial je manner, and lias succeeded ini winning and
retaining the friendship and regard cf aIl who have corne in con-
tact with him. THE VARSITY tenders tû him tbe beatty congratu-
lations of all University men, and wishes him. a long life of useful-
ness as a jurist, for which position bis learning, professional knew-
ledge and experience eminently qualify bim.

SIR WILLIAM DAWSON'S ADDRESS.

The annual McGill University Lecture, delivered this year by
the Principal, Sir William Dawson, is most interesting, apart from
its special appropriateness te questions ef educational ieterest ie
the Province of Quebec. The subject cf tbe lecture was :" The
University, in relation te Professional Education," and the ques-
tions discussed were in reference to preparatory training in Arts
Law, Medicine and Pedagogy, the position cf the Protestant
minority in Quebec, and the disabilities under which it labouis in
that Province-ewing to recent legislation. This latter subject is
the most important leature of the lectuie, and we shaîl refer te ît
hereafter. For the present we shaîl confine our attention to Prin-
cipal Dawson's remarks upon the relations existing, er those which
should exist, between the University and the professions.

The lecture begins with a reference ta tbe questien of State edu-
cation, and bow far its support should be extended, whether merely
te élementary education, or frein the public school to the Univer-
sity. Sir William Dawson gives bis adhesion te the tbeory tbat a
limitation of the care cf the State te elementary education " is
net cosistent wîth the welfare cf the cainmuoîty, and least of aIl
with (hat cf the poorer portion of it ; bectuse, if the higher educa-
tien is left entirely ta private enterprise, it may become a luxury cf
the wealthy, se that the poorer mac not only loses its benefits, but
the State loses the advantage that might accroc fromn the training
of such high talents as God may bestow ce the children of poar,
men."

In reference te the character of preparatory training, the lecture
went on te say that " the surest and best guarantee that can be ex-
acted as te this is the possession of a degree in Arts, and makes the
truc but somewhat astonishieg statement that everywhere but in the
Province of Quebec is a degree in Arts acknowledged as sufficient
evidence of proper preparatory training. In other words, what
are called Professional Boards require a preliminary examinatien

from graduates in Arts, by se doing practically calling in questioni
the standards of the Universities and implying that their traiing
is insufficient and superficial. The example of the Province Of
Ontario in this respect is cited ;and the statement made that the
examinations for rnatricdulation into the faculties cf Arts in aut
Ontario Universities-whicli are accepted by the different PrOfes-
sional Boards-are fully " equal te anything that our Professional
Councils can ebtain by their special examinations."1 Ini other
words, in Ontario matriculation into the Faculty of Arts is accepted
as a qualification for professional. study, while in Quebec the posses"
sien of a degree in Arts is held te be insufficient. There is surely
gond ground for the cemplaint that sucli an " absurd and uneise
policy," on the part of Professional Councîls cf Quebecs 1ias
"tcnded te discourage liberal education, and te 611l the professions5

with under-educated men," and " that it bas opposed a mest serouS
obstacle, and one flot existing elsewbere, te the developelt Of
our higher academical course." This is very apparent, silice if a
degree in Arts and the general literary training and copih
ments necessary to its attainmeet do net count for anythilig With
the Professional Boards, cornparatively few will spend the fou
years necessary te obtain the degree, but will at once enter PI
their professional study upen graduation frein the secoidary
scliools. On this point Principal Dawson says : ,"It would be a
suicidaI policy on the part cf the higb schools te cultivate the idea
that ne further education than their own is useful, silice by 50
deing they would limit their own function and diminish the ntn
ber of those who will take their full course." It is questioliable
whether in Octarie we have net gene te the other extremne, d
that the same evil conîplained of in Quebec-the dic raeln
of higher educatien-may, strange as it seems, be wrought licre
alse. By accepting matrîculation je Arts as sufficient qualificaton
for professional study, there is a tendency ta exaît the secofldar>'
schools at the expense cf the Universities, and ta discourage th

higher education. This is certainly not as seriaus or absîrd. a fle
take as that made in Quebec, by refusing te acknowledge that the
possession ef a degree in Arts is evidence of sufficient preparatiOn
for prefessional study, but it is no less a matter for careful conid

eration. There is a tendency at present te give too much enicour-

agement without due safeguards to higher education ini Ontaio
as there seems te be an opposite tendency in Quebec;- both courses

are unwise and detrimental te the best interests of the higler
education. gi

After enumeratilig the evils complained of, their causes st
effects, Sir William Dawsen suggests remedies. He apPe8r t

despair cf conciliating the hostile Professional Boards, but i5 'nfo'~
hepeful of support frem the professienal men whemn theSe 3ao
officially represent. The Legislature is next ta be appleed 
and failing this, the aid cf Federal gevernment is te be iOkC
Should this prove of lia value, the Royal Charter of McGill COli'

tains a clause cenferring the right cf an appeal te the CraWVlio
whicli Sir William expects, if flot a measure of relieft at th
syrnpathy on the part of "the just and generaus people 0i
mother ceuntry."

The last resart, one on which we think Sir Williamn DBWson
and ~ ~ ~ i je 1hc ecn c

can place most reliance, anf n o he ean are cu tr l
trust, is thus described :" Inothrmasreleft, we Catrt

in God and aur awn right hands as cur fathers have been W'vott
do in times gone by, and can secure fer aur sons and dauglitcrs the:

education wbich we desire at eur own expense; and if ail îÊ&

powers and privileges are refused te us, can at least Che
enlightenment and sound culture for their own sakes, ad fronm t'Oc
conviction that they will, in the end, be profitable evle 1~ti
ecenomic sense. . . . 1 believe the English peopl ofti
Province, even if left aloee and unsupported, are able tO sUot

their educational sybtems till the time shall cerne, as it sul eto
when the majority of aur fellow citizens shaîl, like the gra 0fio

from which they have sprung, abandon their pre5Cent SY5 tnO

education and adopt one more akin te our owli." aSoni Il
We feel a great deal of sympathy for Sir William 1D .iP

bis almest single-handed fight fer liberty, equalitY ad 5Scrol
0r sse

justice, in educational matters in Quebec, and with Uune
UJniversity cf McGill, because cf the serians disabilitie' ljcy
which she labours, owirig te the narrow and mischievous PO

,RSITY.


