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to unusual things in this part of the world.
Opposite Baie St. Paul lies the Isle aux

Coudres, the scene of numerous illicît latter-
day trading operations. It was here that Capt.
Bouchard, chiief of St. Lawrence smugglers,
who has become quite a legendary personage,
had lis headquarters.

The run fromn Baie St. Paul to Murray Bay
is a deliglitful one of three bours' duration
througli air, water, and scerery that beggars
description. The rougli indented shores take
the form of a succession of broken ridges and
spruce-covered mountain tops, such as'we re-
marked on t'he rn to St. Paul's Bay, with bere
and there a perpendicular promontory jutting
out to turn our vessel out of lier straight
course. The atmosphere seems heavily charged
with oxygen, with the breath of the sea, and
the forest's perfurne. The slanting rays of
sunlight (for it is getting late in the afternoon)
are reflected, ln wriggling gleams and golden
shimmers upon the blue St. Lawrence, and the
porpoises sun themselves before your eyes as
the vessel gides along.

Between St. Panuls Bay and Murray Bay our
party was entertained by a jolly littie French-
man from Quebec, whose fund of anecdotes and
reminiscences seemed as gîgantic and inex-
haustible as the elements that surrounded us.
He chatted to us most charmingly about his
early exploits ini bear hunting, the adventurous
descent of the rapids of the Saguenay, which
hle made wheni a boy with his eider brother in
a birch-bark canoe, bis snow-shoe journeys,
and the points of interest about his native city.
And ail the time he talked there was flot a
breath of egotismn about him., nor a suggestion
of self-importance. Wbile he discoursed upon
the scenery and the historical ovents connected
,With it to our coterie whicli elustered about
huîn on the,.forward promenade, the view ap-
peared to grow more beautiful momentarily-
the mountains assumed glorious xnoods wve
had not noticed before-the 'clouds and vapors
formed quaint pictures which we previousiy
lacked the power todiscern-and the littie bays
took on lovely aspects hitherto undiscoverable
to our prosaic eyes.

But ail the poetry was dispelledl a few mo-
mnents later by the vulgarisms of some coarse-
grainod Yankee, whio wanted to know whiat
the cost of building material was in this dis-
trict-whethcr much money could be made in
"Ketchiii'Snt. Larrance seals "-and regarding

the porpoises, (L wether their hides wuz weth
moer 'an ther oil? "

There is something deliciously luxuriotis
about the soC t, silvory pronunciation of an
educated Frencliman wlien hoe speaks to you in
Engl:sh -something intensely beautiful and
harmonic. I neyer dreamed that the Anglo-
Saxon language contained such scope for moi-
ody ; nor had 1 thought it capable of such a
pretty construction until I heard this littie
man converse.

To sit ana listen to lis charming table-talk: at
dinner, sparkling with the irridescene0
freshly uncorked champagne-to heat the most
vivid description of landscape embelished with
brilliant similes-or to perceive his numerous
litie shafts of wit and side-thought, lilze so
xnany dainty relishes and bon-bons-was to
feast the intelligence with an eloquence one

rarely meets with in Ontario. We Anglo-
Saxon Canadians, speaking our own language,
feit like pigmy Lilliputians beside this master
of English. Of ail the members of our cosmo-
politan gathering, the Frenchi Canadians were
in greatest demnand.

About ten miles from Murray Bay we came
upon what looked to be, in the distance, mi-
gratory shoals of chaik with intermittent foun-
tains playing interrupteffly among them.
There were numerous guesses between us as to
what this coula be. Our correspondent, who
had read the guide books pirofuse1y, and was
considered an authority in literature o! that
kind, and who prided himself that lie, knew
more about the subject than the rest of us,
said he thouglit it was a hot spring, but the
idea of finding a hot spring ini the lower St.
Lawrence where the water is as cola as ice at
ail seasons of the year seemed too preposterous
to us, ana in the liglit of after events, oui mis-
givings seemed well f ounded, for the hot spring
turned out to be a school of tixnid. porpoises dis-
porting themselves near the beach by spurting
water which they sent up into the air for a con-
siderable distance but who fied precipitateiy at
the approach of oui steamer. Thereafter we
callcd oui correspondent " Geyser."

But now oui boat draws near land again and
an immense lime of vehicles can be seen on a
distant wharf ; the hawsers are made ready and
the gangways cleared mid a long, deep blast
from the whistle. There is mucli shouting and
some confusion> and then oui boat with a slig-ht
concussion draws up alongside the end of a
lengthy dock, and we fid ourselves moored at
Murray Bay.

Murray Bay with its fashionable hotels and
its simple habidtant cottages, with its aristo-
cratie air 'mid democratic surroundigs, with
its English speaking visitors and its host o!
Frenchi inhabitants. Murray Bay, the rende-
vous of weaith and the home o! penury; it
is a most heterogeneous place. Up the uneven
road one secs the affuent American visitor rid-
ing contentedly in an antiquated veliicle lie
would. not look upon when at home. On the
fluinsy wharf may be seen the daughter of
oputlenlce fromn Enghish Canada fishing, under
the superintendence of the son of Frencli Can-
adian indigence; while through avis tac o! at-
bottomed fishing smacks with patched yeilow
sals, we catch a glinpse of the snowy wings of
a racing yacht as she lays over in the breeze
showing lier keel to windward. There are a
thousand discordant things about Murray Bay
which of ten approacli tothe incongruous. Tho
old wharf was literalty freighted with decrepit
calèches. There mnust have been eighty of themn
strung out iii hue down the long dockc, etch
waiting for its load o! pretty girls and thoir

.Turning the higli proniontory that juts out
in the river anad separates the village f roin its
landing place, we liad a view o! the bay itse1f
with its line o! cottages fringing the water's
edge and nestling at the foot of green siopes
running up behind, and then we poinited for
itiviere du Loup on the opposite shore. What
a mightybody of water the St. Lawvrence at
this point is. Strotclieclaay as faras the eye
can see itlooks like the blue Atlantic. Tvcnity
miles broad at this spot; to, ail appearances, it
miight be Lake Ontario.

At fliviere du Loup our party divided, our
correspondent disembarking in qucst of " ina-
terial " and our chaperon accolnpanying him,
while our artist whose time was more limited
proceeded direct to Tadoussac and then ujp the
Saguenay, A f urther description of their joint
labors will be !urnished the rendors of this ma-
gazine in oui next issue.
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Farmlng In Argentina..

THU, Argentine bas now become an impor-
tant wlieat producing country, for which it has
many adivantages. The very large, fertile
tracts of prairie land-the pampas-lie adjacent
to rivers navigable for ocean steamers. The
farmers are thus enabled to slip their produce
to Europe at a far less cost than we can. The
wheat is not so good a quality as the Manitoba
liard, but the differmne in the cost maires it a
formidable competitor. The competition wiil
not be so keenly feit now that oui farmiers are
paying more attention to the bec!, wool and
dairy industries. It is an lealtliy sign that
euhl year secs so great an increase in the pro-
duction o! beef, bides, moil, and dairy produce
in our country-meaniug, as it does, the export
o! our farm produots in a concentrated forai.

Th6 following extract from, the W1innipeg
Conouercial wiil doubtless bc' o! interest to our
.readers:

MANITOBANS WiIl be interested in .earning
something about larming in the great agri-
cultural cou.ntry of Arqentina, SOUt Amnerica.
At a meeting (thie British Royal Commission
on Agriculture recently, D. J. Brett a ranch-
owner in the province o! Santia Fe, krgen ine
Republic, was examîned. Re stated that lie
lad been in Argentina 35 years. Whcat grow-
mng in the Republic was for the most part in
the liands of Italian colonists, thougli Swiss
and French immigrants were also engagea in
this industry. The wormen worked on the land.
The soil was easily wvorked, and no manuiing
was necessary. Laborers were very lîttie em-
p loyed ini the wlieat growing districts, except
for a few weeks during harvest. Occasional
laborers went ont fromn Italy to Argentina for
the harvcst and returned home when the work
çvas over. Their wages were about $2.50 a day
Machinery and implernents were generaily ob-
tained on a year's credit from storekeepers, and
p aid for lu a certain percentage of the crop to

e ro uced. The olfder colonists who owned
the land workedwere motiludebt. As regarded
the cost o! production, the Italian colon ist could
growv wheat te be sold. on his farta at a price
equivalent, at the present rate o! excliange, to
lis per quarter, (8 bus]iels), and lie wvould gain
more by doing this than as a wage-earner in
the Republic. Twenty shillings a quarter in
London wouid encourage the e.xtension of wheat
growving in the Republie under present condi-
tions. Many wheat growers liad recently de-
voted more attention to the cultivation o!
aifalfa. As auinstance of thc vaine o! alfalfa,
le stated t1iat ordinary whoat land in the Re-
public coul ho bouglit for 15s per acre, whereas
the saine land when laid down to iucern would
at the end of a single ycar bc of the value of, £7
per acre. Attenition -was nowlheing directed to
the possibiiity of developing a large export trade
in cattie and shieep to the United Kingdlom.
One great advantage posscssed by the Argen-
tine breeder was the f act that his stock neyer
required housing or- feedi.ng. Thie sbeep wüe
to a large extent crossed with Lincoins, andi
there were also a large number of merino. A
steer three years old coula be raised in Argen-
tina and soid on the farmi witl profit to the
breeder at a priceequivalent to £3in gold. Hie
was o! the opinion that at the present tume a
beast o! the weighit o! 720 pou nds coula ho
liuded in this couintry and disposed of without
ioss at a price o! about £13 or £14, but this
wvould leave au extreinely sinail mnargin for pro-
fit. As a matter o! fact Argentine cattle were
not yet o! so good a quality as American beasts.
They hiopcd in future to send animaIs to Great
]3ritain which wouid fetdli a price approadhing
that ab which the cattle of the Uni,;ed States
were soid in London-viz. £18. Ho considered
Argentine sheep as fine as could ho produced ln
any country. Their deoad weight was from 60
to,65 pounds. The present freight on live stock
fromn the iRepublic was about £5 los. on cattle
and 12s. ou sheep.
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