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be the state of feeling at Cape Town Mr. Merriman knows better than we
do; in Canada we discern flot the slighitest tendency to contribute to
Imperial expenses of any kind. To us, in fact, the mieari are wantiag.c
Besides, if the Colonies contribute to armaments, whether military or naval,
they will dlaim a voice in the disposai of the arinaments and in questions
of peace and war. But liow difficuit it would be to got the British Parliament
to divest itself of its diplomatic supremacy Mr. Merrinan does flot fail to

see. "lPeople," says Mr. Merriman, Iltalk glibly of Foderation and of
Representation who would be shocked at the very mention of the contri-
bution and taxation which are their inseparable concomitants." Exictly
so ; and of the two assignable objects of Imperial Federation, contribution
to common armaments and subtnisiion to n common tariff, neither appears
to have any chance of acceptance. Association without any definite object

would be futile. Enthusiasmi wilI continue to be evoked for a moment by
platform generalitias, but will die at the touch of practioal detail. Mr.
Merriman, who surveys the sub ' jct with a statesmnanlike eye, taking fair
notice of objections, haq acutely remirked that the affiction of the Colonies
is for the Mother Country, not for ecd othor, and that between Colony and
Colony there exists no such bond of national feeling as would ho needed te
hold together a Federal nation. lie exhorts us to theý caltivâtion of such a
sentiment. But liow can wve cultivate it if the circumstances and relations

of the communities are such that it does not spring up of its own accord?
Sentiments cannot be raised like cUCLttnherS, thouch public meetings May
chear the idea. Basides contrib)ution to lînperial armiiiett>, Mr. Herriman
embraces, thougli less decidedly, the propos LI of a C )uncil of Advice, cern-
.posed of the agen -ts of the Caloniies in Ealand. Bat surely, unless the
agents had power to represent the Colonies, thieir palaverings would bo nmare
moonshine ; while no Colony would entrust snch power to a inan resident
in London and. acting without the co.ntrol or kniow[edge of the CÂ)oniial

Parliament. It secms to us that there are some prevalent fallacies froma
which Mr. Merriman is not enitirely free. [Ic lumps the Colonies and
India together under the natie of Etapire; but the, cases are totally di ferent
it is to India alone that the relation of G-reat Britain is really imperial
nobody suggests the abandonment of th,- Inidian Empire; uer could
England, so long as sic rctained it, bo rcduced te " a [Ilollanld," even sup-
poqing that she were net far greater than any El >11 ta l in harseîf. Ag du,
Mr. Merriman appears to identify colony' witli depcndency, and to sup-
pose that Colonies are not valued, materially or morally, by any one who
does not believe that they wilI forever rem-iin in a stato of political
tutelage : a strange confusion of ideas, espccially whon it is considcred that
the Greek Colonies, the first and not tie least memorable example of
succcssf ni colonization, were aIl indepondent from the outset. Not a
syllable lias ever been said in depreciation of Colonies by nny advocate of
Independence. It is also a fallacy, arid one very prjndicial to a right view
of this case, to confound dependence witb mutual citizenship, and to
iagine that wheni deptentlence ceases mutual citizensihip muust also dimue to

an end. There is no reason wiy, if a Colony bocame a nation, its citizens
should not retain the privilegp, on settling in England, of resuming British
citizenship without naturalization, the mamne privilege beino' reserved to
Englishmen in case of their settlirig in the Coleny. This is practicable,
and it is even conceivable that a Fdderatien, of this kind may seine day
include the English-speaking people of the United States. Anything el8e,
we feel convinced, will, te use Mr. Merrimian's phrase, " evaporate iii talk.",
The advocates of Imperial Federation may, perhaps, he encouraged by the
statement that Lord Rosebery has proclnimed their soheme a part of the
Liberal programme. But if hie has, hoe is merely a private interpolator of
the Koran. Not a thread of anything of the kid is to be founid iii the
texture of Mr. Gladstone's umbrellit, Mr. Cliaîb-rlain, so fàr as we know,,
bias said nothing on the sulbject ; and Mr. John Morley, whio is Mr.
Chamberlain's literary moutb piec,., treats " Pan-Britannic gimcirackery
with disdain.

TnAT England, if shc granted inldepouidonce to hier Colonies, would not
become agnin the England of Elizabeth or Cromwell, but would sink
into a Holiand, is a saying of Professor Seeley whicb hias had great vogue
and seemis to bava particularly impressed Mir. Merriinan. Yet of this
oracular utterance the fiî'st part seemns to be truc without iîicne
and the second te ho signilicant without truth. That the tiînes of Eliza-
beth or Cromwell will never return-is a fact incontrovertible, but barren of
instruction. That Etîgland, if she ceased to held ber Colonies as nominal
dependencies, would sink into a l-ollandl, is about as randoin and as hase--
less an assertion as a contrevermialist ever made. l-ollanid is, for bier size,
a most respectable power, and lier people, tiougli deharred frein theglories
and excitement of mnilitary aggrandizemient, e!îjoy a quiet and 8ubstanitial
happiness. But ber population is only four millions, snd bier forcigu pos-
sessions are insignificant compared with the British Empire in India. The

commercial supremacy which she once enjoyed was almost as artificiai a
creation as the land, painfully redecmed from the ocean, on whicb some of
its cmperiums were huilt. In this respect she may lie classed with Venice,
which a combination of accidents once made the diminutive centre of a

mighty trafic, The exceptional. influences having been withdrawn in the

case of Venice by the change of the routes of commerce, in that of
llolland by the risc of more powerful competitors for tic carrying, trade, a

subsidence of the artificial prosperity followed, and each power was reduccd
to its natural basis, Venice sinking almost into a maritime Petra. A simi-
lar subsidence mnst be looked for in the case of Englaud as other mercan-
tile mnarines and otier centres of manufacture arise, apart fronî any change
in bier relations with lier Colonies. But bier thirty-five millions, with all

their qualîties, will remain ; nor is there any reason wliy she should cesse
te give birtli to the heroic adveriturers by wbose exploits, from the days of

Drake and Raleighi down to those of Brooke, Livingstone and Gordon, far
more than by tic policy of hier aristocratie governiment, lier fortunes bave

bean advanced. Te suppose that tic mainstay of lier grcatness is the
privilege of scnding ont puppet governors to Colonies alrcady virtually,
independent would ho as fatuons as to imagine that tic streugtb of bier
navy resided in the figurc-heads.

MR. JUSTICE FERGusoN declares that life and property nover were lcss

secure in lrelanid. Memnlers of the Govern ment deride this statemient and

assert that there lias bean an immense chinge for the botter in the last two.

or tliree years. If there lias, it is duc te the administration of the Lord
Lieutenant whu bias received suci scurvy treataient at their iands.

XVhether Mr. Justice Ferguson is frac from interested bias in what lie

says we do not know ; the uoînhers of the Goveinmcnt certainly are not.
Boycotting, it is allowed on all hinds, is rife; and there is proof enougli that

the spirit of terrorisîn stîll prevails, thougi its more murderous manifesta-
tiens have of lato heen suppressed by the vigeur of the law. Mr. Parnell,
aftcr long enceuraging outrage hy silence or faint blame, lias ne doubt
passed the word te abstain from it for the prescrnt. Hie wants a quiet

Ireland tilI ti. electien is over. But it seems net quite certain tiat bis

orders will ho universally obeyed. Rumeours are càbled te us of disaffée-
tien arflelg bis followers, wliicli, thotigl probahly exagIgerated, are net
utilikely te bave some truthi in tliem. H1e lias, ne doubt, by bis arbitrary
arrog;ace givon the Irish a foretaste of tic sort of freedom whicbi surelY

awaits thera under their ewn deinagtogiues wlien thcey siall have beefi

emancipatted from British ruie, and it is natural that sucli of them as dare

te bave seuls of their own shonld wince and kick agaiust bis dictatioi.
Moreovor, lie is a landlord: the large suai of mouey which lie bas

received as a foc for his disinterested and patrietie exertiens bas enabled

him te get bis estate eut of tic bauds of bis mortgagees, and bis sympatiY

witb agrariauism, ne doubt, lias new its litnits. But tic main ebject of el
Land Leagner is acrarian ; if lie cares for Mr. Paruclî's political aspiratiol 5

it is only se far as lie believes tliat the cause of agrarianism and nationalisu'
is the- saine, and that if freed from the restraints of British law lie wol1ld
ho at Iiherty te despoil bis landilord at bis- will. I is net at ail improbabley
therefore, tbat Mr. Parnell rnay in somp degrc lose bis control over the

agrariani insurrection of whicb Mir. Dzvitt is tie chie? ; and in that case,

as winter draws on, the curi e? tic Crimes Act baving been removed, it 1s

tee lik-.ly that agrariani outrage will ho reaewed. Such evidently is the~
belief of the Irish landlords. %

Tuap atteinpt te draw a parallel hetweeu the case o~f Jreland and that '
CanadA, and te evoke Canadian syrnpathy fer Irish Natienalism on the3
grounid that the Natienialist is centending for the same thing fer wbich
Canada once contended, seens te us, with due respect fer a vers' able ivritr<1
te irnply a stratnge mi-sirnterpretatien of facts. lreland is an iintegral Part O1

the Uuiited Kingydoin supposed te ho seeking separation frein it," thougli th"

wortljiest andl fereinost Irishinen seek nothinc of the kind. Canada ''

distant dependency seeking, net separatioii, Or any change in lier exterL'I

relations, l)ut ParI iamentary and [lespensible Geverninent, wlîich up ott
tiîne shc liad net enJ"yed. Parliainerîtary and Respotisible Goverfine
Irelanid bas already in fuîll uleasIie. Sic lias mo're tlîan lier lue prOPOr
tien o? representatives iii the Uiîited Parliaimt; snd nebody lias 0
attempted te show wby, if the Irishî nenibers would conlduet tbOillsCee 10

tic Scotch ineînbers de, and, like thein, act tegetli<r on questions Ofe? fk

interest, Ireland iniglit net bave juist as mluch self-governmnent as Scotîand

Neliglilze the eligarchy of th(- Family Conmpact exists iii rlnas te the Vicerovulty, we bave puîititeil eut before that thlieus 0l-,f C("1
mens more than thirty years age voted its abiolition l'y an ov(rwleln
majerity, and tbat th" Bill was droppe<l otly iii deference te the OPP~I
of Irish meinlers. Extension o? local institutions for lrelaid, as Well8
Englaud, Parllament had alveady taken in baud wheni the Irish rebelioll
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