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its two great principles are that equality of
taxation ought to mean equality of sacri
fice, and that great wealth is to contribute
at a higher rate than moderate property,
In the death duties, moreover, for the firat
time, land is to be on the same footing with
other forms of property. The first two
prineiples will be seen, on inspection, to be
essentially one. That one had already
been recognized, as it is in this country, in
the provision for the exemption from taxa-
tion of incomes falling below a certain min-
imum. It is a principle which, once it is
clearly accepted, admits of extension to an
indefinite extent. In the form in which
Mr. Morley expresses it, that equality of
taxation ought to mean equality of sacri-
fice, it is hard to set any limits to the extent
to which it is capable of being pressed. To
tax the income of a millionaire until he was
made to feel the sacrifice as the mechanic or
farmer with an income of a few hundreds
feels it, would at present, whatever the
future may havein store, be regarded as
little better than an act of confiscation. Re-

plying to the Duke of Devonshire’s argu-

men that under thensw taxation the landed

proprictors would notbe ahle to keep up

their estates as heretofore, and that, conse-

quently, these taxes would react unfavour-

ably upon the poor by depriving them of

employment to which they were accastomed,

Mr. Morley said: “ 1t is you and I who

have been keeping up the pleasure grounds,

1f the Duke pays so much less than his

proper share, in order to perform these pub-

lic duties, you and T have to pay so much

more. It is we who keep up Chatsworth,”

This leaves us where we were, the real ques-

tion being what is the proper shure or pro-

portion of an estate like Chatsworth

There are evidently possibilities of
serious trouble in connection with the
Korcan affair. The ambassadors of both
China and Japan, in England, pretest that
their respective Governments wish to avoid
conflict with each other. Nevertheless
Japan’s attitude is not that of one who is
prepared to yield her claims readily, even
under the advice of the great European
poweras, while China is Jikely to e embold-
ened by the outspoken determination of
Russia to prevent Japanetc success, should
a struggle arise. There is no doubt that
Rugsia would be glad to have a reasonable
pretext for the occupation of Korea, which
would supply her great nced of a Pacific
geaport better than Vliadivostcck, where
her strong fleet is now assembled.  But, on
the other hand, Tingland is opposed to any
such arrangement, and has, it is Lelieved,

plainly intimated that she cannot permit
her great Northern rival to interfers in the
quarrel, It is therefore not impossible
that the outbreak of hostilities between
China and Japan would precipitate a con.
flict between Russia and G reat Britain, The
Chinese claim to the country is said to he
based upon aid granted in 1720 to the
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usurping and successful Khan Amursana.
Japan seems to base her elaims largely upon
the fact that she is the chief purchaser of
Korea’s products, and that her traders
advance money every year to the farmers of
Korea on their crop prospects. Russia’s
claim rests upon her absorption of Bokhara
and Khokand,whose Khans formerly receiv-
ed homage from Korean tribes, while Eng-
land’s rights were derived through the con-
quests made by the Afghan ruler a few
years since. As in almost all cases,England
has the lion’s share of the trade, supplying
the Koreans largely with cotton and other
goods, Of late years the Koreans have
made wonderful strides in civilization and
commerce, and, as a natural consequence,
are less disposed to submit to the exactions
of either native magistrates or wealthy
foreigners. Hence the internal struggles
which have created the present situation,

We are glad to see that the question of
the tunnel under the Bay for the purpose
of securing a safe and abundant water sup-
ply, in accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the City Engineer, has again been
brought to the front by the Mayor's mes.
sage, and is occupying to some extent the
attention of the Council. Was it not a tacti-
cal mistake, however, on the part of
the Mayor, to bring forward the other
great necd—that of the trunk sewer-—at
the same time? We have on previous
occasions expressed ourselves strongly on
the sewer question, and we still consider it
a disgrace to the city and s reproach to the
intelligence and the “ niceness ” of its people,
that they have so long continued to let the
waters of their beautiful Bay be defiled with
the rivers of pollution which are being
constantly poured into it. But ** one thing
at a time ” is an excellent practical motto,
whose value Mayor Kennedy must have
learned in the course of his businecss ex-
perience. To bring two such gigantic enter-
prises befcre the city fathers in the same
breath conld hardly fail to cause hesitation
and delay in respect to hoth. It seems to us
that his recommendation weuld have been
more affective had he decided in his own
wind which of the two was of the most im-
mediate and pressing importance, and con-
centrated the attention of the Counal, if
poseible, ag well as his own energier, on that,
until active measures had been taken for
hastening its accomplishment.

Urgently necessary as both fmprove-
ments are, it seems to us clear that the tun-
nel iy the more immediately pressing, There
are two reasoms in particalar why this
should have the precedence and be pushed
forward with the wutwost energy. Upon
the chief of these we have dwelt in a recent
article. Tt s, in a word, the ever-present
danger of a failure of the present system
and a recurrence of a period of foul water,
with its attendant disease. The other rea-
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source of our water supply. In.
every inquiry should be made w1
the feasibility of purifying the 8¢
by eliminating and destroying it
elements, before letting it enter th e
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Thanks largely to President uev(—,strike

resolute attitude and action, the greao of
is virtually at an end. The forcesr hod
and order have proved too strong fo pardlf
of anarchy. One of the results &% ~" i
fail to be that the men of the labouf 13

zations must see, whether their les ?ously
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