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ai Dunkeld. We like ta see those famous aid Parliament
Houses ln Quebec snd Toronto, where Bo many eminent
Canadians bave conteuded for the politicai snpremacy in
days gone by. One who lives iu Ottawa, however-in
daily ight ai the haudsome pile ai Goverument Buildings
-may doubt the necessity ai caliing special attention ta
the prominent towor which was added ta the western
block duriug Mr. Mackenzie's rogime as Minister ai Public
Worke and is naw dietiuguiebed byhis naine,.lu the illus-
tration ite incougruity.is net very apparent, since it stands
as a part ai one block ; but survoying it in connection witb
the pile ai Parliameut and Departmental buildings-as a
part ai su architectural whole, it je abviously a defect, sinco
it deetroys the effeet ai the central towor sud mars that
uuity ai design which ahould have been observed in al
changes aud additions ta the well-proportioued edifices that
grace the bill on which they stand.

Witb thoso general observations, the writor lbaves a
book whicb le an impravomont an Canadian biographies,
that hoe may roi or briefly ta the eminont man wha bas
celled it forth. Mr. Mackenzie was among tbo last ai
eminont mou who a quarter ai a century ago were promi-
nent iu the public life ai Canada. Ouiy yecterday the
writer took occasion ta caneult the Iltest raol" on which
t4ie mombere ai the iret flouse ai Commons inscribed
their naines ai ter tbey bad taken the oatb ai siiegiance
required by the cantitutional iaw. About twonty years
bave passed since that rail was completed and ialded
away at the close ai the iret Parliamont ai the D:miniou
sniong the archives ai the Cierk's departmeut. Uufolding
it once more, lot us for a moment or two study the signa-
tures ai the mon ai 1867-72-ai the most famous Parlia-
nient ai Canada-sud tbink hovi many ai them. have
ceaaed ta cîgu the rail since those memorable yesrs. This
rail consi8seoa a long, brosd shoot ai velluin, at the boad
ai which is engroseed the tîtie "Oath ai Aliegianceofa
Mombers ai the FlIouse aof Couinons of the Dominion ai
Canada. Firet Parliamont. " Thon foliowe the oatb gîven
in the British North America Act ai 1867, in Euglieh sud
French: Il1, -, do swesr that 1 wiil bear truc aIle-
giance ta Rer Majesty Queon Victoria. Se help nie (lad.»
The signatures ofai l embors oiected during the Parlis-
muent appear ini due order on this one raIl, wbich conisista
ai soven columuns, togethor with the naines ai the commis-
sionere appoiuted by the rown,-the Clerk sud other promi-
mneut afficers ai the hlouse,-to administer the oath. The
iret usine on this historie roll is that ai the eminout
Ugnadian etatesmnan, naw a baronet. of the Empire aud
High Commicioner for Canada ini London, Sir Charles
Tupper, whoso signature i8 written in a rapid, uncertain
wsy, nowise indicative af bis decisian ai character and hi.4
positive styleofa debste. Thbon iollaws the naine ai Alex-
ander Morris, once a Cabinet Minister, a Lieutenant-
Governor of Manitoba, sud a foundor ai Coniederatian.
Juat beiow is the naine ai J. C Abbott, then chioly dis-
tiuguiehed as a commercial lawyor, sud now the irst
Minister ai the Govorument ai Canada. Follawiug hie
bold lettering is the clear, weii.defined signature ai William
Macdougai, au incisive, logical debater, long distinguisbed
in Canadian public lufe. John Hamilton Gray, s man ai
culture sud groat caurtesy ai domeanour, a ploacin,- rhetori-
cal speaker, who was promineut in the politics ai the
Maritime Provinces, aud anc ai the fathers of Conieders-
tion, writes bis namne in a neat, gracefui baud, giving
prominence ta [Hsmil ton. A littie further down is thoefnot
ver 7 legibie or eoegaut signature ai Mackenzie Bowell, stili
aul active Minister ai the Crown, but anly un those days in
the rauk sud ftue ai his psrty. Iu the middleofaithe
columu is s collection ai rapid strokes, which long experi-
once tele the writer is the usine ai the great Canadiati,
Edward Blake, now one ai the hapes ai Ireland. Rere is
the bold, clear signature ai Stewart Campbell, once speaker
oi the Nova Scatia As8embly, a polished gentleman aud
gracefut speaker, who died a district judge lu bis native
Province. Noxt ioiiows the plain eignature ai Charles
Fisher, once Attorney-General of New Brunswick, one ai
those very rapid speakers that the Maritime Provinces
produce in numbers. A former Chief Justice ai Ontario,
an old studont ai Sir John Macdonald'e, BRobert Harrison,
signe his usine in boid lettere, which were charscterîctic ai
bie owu portly preseuce. Lsst but one on the coinmn is
the very modest signature oi David Mille, who bas won
for bimeel inl the years that bave paesed a high reputatian
for bis diligence as a public man, sud bis osrnest study ai
the constitution ai bis own sud other countries.

At the top ai the noit columa is the signature ai
Joseph Howe, writteu lu a clear, runniug baud, takiug up
the whoie epace allotted-the signature ai a littérateur, a
poot, oratar sud statesman, who commenced hbile lu a
priutiug office with a compasiug etick, sud euded il. lu the
oid stone Goverumout. flouse at Halifax, whore ho was
reiused admittance in the days ai Lard Falkland. The
third naine, written in a graceful, easy stylo, is that af the
moet famouB Minister ai the Crown that the depeudeucies
ai England have yet produced-Sir John Alexander
Macdonald. Charle A. Colby, for a short turne a member
ai a Dominion Cabinet, a careful,_ thoughtiul speaker,
whom Parliament misses in these later daye, wheu Canada
requiros the services ai aIl ber best men, igus hie naine in
a very unostentatioue way, characterietia ai bis demeanour.
J. G. Blanchet, a speaker ai the Quebea Assonibly sud
the Oommuous, la the next promineut naine ou the liet.
The preseut Lieutenant-Governar ai New Brunswick, Sir
Loonard Tilley, for mauy yeare a very canspianous figure

in the politice af British North America, before and since
Caniederation, the firet expanent ai the protection policy
oi the Macdonald administration front 1879, writes bis
namne in au ordînary business baud. John <Jostigan, ti a
delicate baud, ropresents the naine ai a faithi ni Irishman,
now a Cabinet Minister. The large, clear letters af the
signature oi IL. G. Joly recaîl a gentleman whase motta
was always noblesse obilige. Iu the camne columu is the
signature af Christophor Dunkin--noted in Parliament for
bis extroniely tediaus, thougb well-studîed, loarned
speeches-written lu a carolees style, not at ail character-
istic ai bis cautions mannor ai public speaking or ordinary
conversation. Sir Hector Langevin, wboce naine bas boen
so long promineut in public aunals, writes bis signature in
that careini natty way, wbich bas not aitored a whit for a
quarter ai a century, The scratchy, uncertain letters that
immediateiy follow indicate the naine ai Gea. Et. Cartier
-thus abbreviated-one ai those liberai-minded, patriotie
statesmen, who, froeing theinselves from national preju-
dicos, bave been instrumental in laying-deep and flrm, ai
we muet ail hope-the foundations ai the Coniederation.
Albert J. Smith, Minister ai Fishories in Mr. Mackenzie's
Goverument, kuigbted for his services in connectian with
the Halifax award, writes an iliogibie scrawl. Thomia4 B.
Gibbs, who for a short timo was a Cabinet Minicter,
writes bis naine in a clear commercial baud. At the foot
ai the clumu je the very clumsy, but boid, signature-
very cbaracteristic ai the man-of E. B. WVood, the IlBig
Thunder " ai tho public platforin, who died (Jhiei J ustice
ai Manitoba.

An almost undocipherable signature oi6e~ the third
coluinu ai the rail ; it is recognized by exporte as that ai
Pierre J. 0. Chauveau, once Premier ai Quebec, Speaker
of the Sonate, President ai the Rayai Society aifCCanada-
an arator ai the aid régime, a littérateur ai note, and a
polished gentleman. The recoguized Nector ai the Liboral
party, Luther liolton, wba died a few years later, deeply
regretted by'friendsi and opponts whiie in atteudaue an
Parliament, writes bis signature in a small, synmmetrical
manor. Sturdy Joseph Ryrnal, possassiug a great fond
ai rougb, natural humour, gives a signature which boars
the improse ai the plough. The remarkably smali, unpre-
tentions signature beiaw le by no moans an index ta the
emphstic character sud portly persan ai Tîmothy W.
Auglin, once Speaker ai the Commans. One ai the inost
mode8t, retiring signatures an the whoie page is tiit af
John Carliing, who bas liîod office for a long timie in Cou-
servative admuinistrations. Lucius Seth flututingtoni, wiio
possessed thii gif t ai aratary in a remarkabie degree, a
Minister in Mr. iackenzie's Cabinet, evidently iiked a very
scratclîy pou. Immediateiy following is theo comewhat
original signature ai a lamions leader af the Libersis af
French Canada, Antoine Aimé~ Dorion ; one ai thoce gen-
tlemen whose uusullied character iu palitical and private
life and unvaryiug courtegy ai demeanour gave dignity ta
tho public ile ai Canada. irther down is the sînail, njat
signature aof'Thomas D'Arcy RcGe, p-3et, historian, arator
sud patriat; the iset signature lie ever appeudod ta a similar
public document, for a few manths ister ho was the victimi
af the midniglit assïassin. Soon aiter the naine ai the brul-
liant Irishinan cames the neat, ladylika baud writing ai
John Hilh[yard Cameron, a pliished gentleman, great lawyer
and loquent speaker. Closing the column is tho bositating
ambignous ignatureofaiA.'1. (lit, famions in finance
aud claquent in debste, sud above ail a truc Canadian in
thought and aspiration. Iu the fourth column we meet
with the jerky, inelegaut signature ai Richard John Cart-
wright, thon a prominent member ai the Concervative
party ; a signature nat at ail indicative ai bis incisive style
and force ai expression in the debates ai later yesrs when
he spake irom the Liberal bouches as Sir Richard. A
Ministor ai the Crown and a Lieutenant-Govoruor in later
years, A. W. McLelsu; aun exceptionally fortunate muan
sinco ho was generaiiy lu office irom 1867, signe hie namne
in an ordinary businesis style. Alfred Joues, a praminent
inu ver since lu the councile ai the Liberal party, a
Minîster in Mr. Mackenzie'8 Governmeut, takes up anly a
very sinaîl space with bis unpretentiaus naine. Iu the
next column a Minieter af Finance, sud a very aucceful
mnan in bis subsequent career in Engiand, John Rose,
bankor, baronet sud Imperiai Privy Cauncillor, writes hie
signature in a free way, with the John a littie doubtini.
Adams G. Archibald, urbane gentleman, Dominion Secre-
tary ai Stato, Lieutenant-Governorof two Provinces,] K'pight
ai St. Michael and St. George, writes hie naine, prababiy
for once in bis lufe, so that anc may read it. John Heury
Pope, in later tintes a Minister in Sir John Macdonalds
Ministry, a man ai politicai« sagscity, a keen political
manager, denotes bis namoe by a few faint scratchee. Fur-
ther an is the basty signature ai Alouzo Wright, who in
the twenty years bôfore hlm in Parlismeut was ta makre
bimeeli the most popular mn in the flouse for hie
urbauity sud hospitality in his spacioue mansion on the
banke of the pictureeque Gatineau, and tao rarely delighted
bis peere with flighte ai genial humour and eloqu@nt
poriods, iilustrating a mind that reveleil in muai miscel-
laneous resding. Towarde the foot ai tbe fourtb columu
le the very email, neat signature ai Sir Francis Hinçks, an
aid tume Liberai, one ai the earnet advocatee ai reepon-
sibie Goverumeut, a Primo Minieter ai aid Canada, a
Govornor ai one ai the dependençiee ai the Empire, who
wae abosen by Sir Johin Macdonald ta replace Sir John
Rose as Finance Minister, a position he wae ta bold for a
relativeiy short tume.

lu the ixth aolumn, represent.ing the members elected

in the third session of this Parliament, wa ineet for the firet
time with the symmetrical signature, iu a running band,
of George Airey Kirkpatrick, afterwards Speaker and now
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, who was returned after
the death of bis father, whose name appoars proviously on
the roll of 1867. The remaindor af the rail is chiefly
noteworthy as illu8trating the deoeipmont of the
Dominion, for we see the signatures of the reprosentatives,
first of the uew Province of Manitoba, and later of the
Province of British Columbia. XVe cee the naines af John
Christian Schultz, thon conspicuorts for bis conflict with
Riel ini the tiret North-West rebolon, and now Lieutenant-
Governor of the Province; of Donald A. Smith, a man of
ngreat inancial ability, wbo iu lator timos became assaciated
with the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and received a Kuight-
hood from tho Qnoen. Amor de Cosmos, of Victoria, who
carne to the Comrnons with the roputation of having made
the longest speech ever made in a colonial Assembly,
writes bis signature in a bald, schoot-bDy style as if he
woe not quite sure of the speling-perhaps it bad net
been long since ho changed the SSixon IlS nith" ta the
Groek Il Cosmos." Hero we may close the ral; for the
other namnes are lesis uoteworthy, and, iiin any cases,
probabiy forgotten by the Canadian world.

It is on this ral af distinguishod men-mauy af thern
distinguished for breadth of statesmanship, great knowledge
of economie questions and oratorical gits-that Alexander
Mackenzio's name appears, written on the tirst column in
that clear, graceful style which makes it almoat elegant
compared with most ai the signatures 1 have mentioned.
Tweuty-five years had passed whon ho again stood before
a rol-that of the seventh Parliament-and as we untoid
it, and compare its names with those af the historie parch-
ment of 1867-72, we recognize the numerous changes that
bave bappened in the interval-chauges brought for the
most part about by the inexorable mandate of deatb ; by
the fluctuations of .popular favour, or the eterunecessity
af repairing privato fortunes almno8t wreckod by political
conflicts, or by tho disappearance af a fow favourites of
the political Fate8 juta the Sonate or comfortable offices.
The irst Parlianient will always ho memorable for ite
inteilectual strengtb ; but af theoane buudred and ninety-
one men that signed the raol romn 1867-72 only thirteen or
s0 appear on that of 1891. We seo the namne af Sir John
Macdonald just abovo that af bis sau, the omnber for
Winnipeg; but ho was called away fram the scenes ai his
political tritimphs only a few weeks aftor ho stood by the
Clerk's table and made bis last signature on the rail. Sir
Hector Langevin, Mr. Mills, Mr. Carling, Mr. I3oweii, Sir
Richard Cartwright, Mr. Costigan, Dr. Cameron, of Inver-
ness, Mr. Geotfrion, Sir D. Smith, Mr. Bowman, Mr.
Serivor, and Mr. Bcchard now alone remain ta cannect us
îmaiediately with that famous flouse.

Durîug the years between 1867 and 1891l Mr. Mac-
kouzio hall beld the higbost paliticai rauk in his adopted
coutitry'8 gift; and thon the storm of political adversity
that overwbelmed his -party in September, 1878, loft hum
stranded on the shoreofa Opposition until the close of bis
lufe. But ho was nover again the same man ; the effects
ai the eevere strain on bis strength, caused by his conscien-
tiously performing the Joint duties af political bead of a
Cabinet. and Mînister af a most laborion departmount,
showed themseivee rapidiy in bis case; and at the iset it
was only a feeble, speechiossemnu who presented biniseif
session after session. For monthe ho sat a n immovable,
sulent figure in bis customary seat, theoabject af the respect-
fui care ai bis friands around him - and ail the whilo it
wai obviaui ta those who watched him that nover for an
instant did he lase bis intorest in every question af
Canadian import, but from tim,3 ta time bis oye lighted
witb the tire ai aid times though diseaso hold hini in ite
ruthiese grasp.

When the session ai 1891 apened it was evident that
the end was drawing near, and nothing shawed more
cleariy the indomaitable energy of the man than bis again
prcscnting him8eli in that scerie which now Lad become to
him bis vory life. But the ral af 1891 does not present the
wel-known 8iL2nature ai Alexander Mackenzie ; for wbon
ho siood for the last time in the Clerk'e office and sileutly
took the oath, ho asked in a feoble whisper that the Clerk
should sign for bim, and ini this way it was doue. He Lad
fliihed bis carer ; lie couid not exoeute the simploat &ct
af a moemberaof the Commons' House. But ail Canadiane
wiII say that bis name is assuredly

Oit Fame's eternall bewd-rolI worthie te be fyled.

Mr. Mackonzie's lufe was in many respects remarkable.
lt illustrates the succees that may bo achieved in this
country by a man ai great natural ability, ai extraor-
dinary energy, and persistent purpase. Much stress bas
been, and always wiii hel laid upon the fact that ho was
ai humble origin and worked as a masan or etone-cutter
in bis yauth, though we notice that the joint authors
attempt, for somte reasan or other, ta break the force ai
hie father baving been a carpenter by dwolling on bie
superior connections ou bis mother's aide. Weil, we all
know that every Camnpbell ie km ta Argyll. The fact
is, if a muan is posse8sed ai great intellectual qualities ho
is not ikely ta romain a carpenter, a stone-cutter, a
ehoomaker, or even a pilitical editor. UMr. Mackenzie
could nover have remained a stone-cutter ; nature carved
him out for bigher thinga. It would he a pity, bowever,
if ail the etone-cutters or masons in Oauada were on
account of hie poreonal succees ta devato thomselves ta
politics and aun to be Primae Mini8tere. The probability

809


