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'hbere they are opposed te the com mon good and the
8fety of the Government. His opponents, could they be
ileard, would no doubt tell a different story. It is very
uggestive that the contest in Brazil, like that in Chili, is

btween the President witb the army, on the one sideý, and
COngress and the people on the other. Unfortunatoiy for
the ]atter, the President in this case bas probably control
Of the navy as weli. When, on the abdication of the
Emperor, Dom Pedro, General Fonseca was chosen by
Cofigress as provisional bead of the Republic, it was noa
doubt the intention that the arrangement shouid be but

j 1 Wporary. There is evidently. a fascination in the exercise
Of great power, and General Fonseca seems ta bave fet it
Mid te have decided ta retain the position as long as possi-
bis. White he complains that bis administration was
001latantly embarrassed by the reactianary projects of
Oongress, the latter, on the other hand, accuses him of
liSving used the veto power in a way whicb prevented

tè inauguration of governmental and financial reforms.
Thie result was that bis measures were voted down, in
lOtliation, and he finaliy deprived of thu veto power. 0f
the two staries, that of bis opponents has certainly the
'nJre verisimilitude. There is great reason ta fear that
the country is on the eve of a prolonged and bloody con-
ftct the issue Df whicb may be seriously complicated by
the presence and influence of those, probably net few in
411111ber, wbo would be glad ta see Dom Pedro brougbt

bMrand the monarchy restored. Mucb depends upon
bextent ta wbich the President can count upon the

iOYalty of the army and navy, but if the struggle cornes,
%4d it is not easy just now ta see how it can be avoided,

hie nlot uniikeiy that tbe forces on the side of freedom
%Md constitutional governrnent may triumph in the end,
for at the first tokens of success the popular sympathies
4te pretty sure ta gravitate in this direction.

W bad occasion ta refer last week ta an important
obligation whicb interferes ta sorne extent, or shonld

dlin, witb the freedomn of the Canadian Governrnent ta
r4lake Ilpurely dornestic regulations," in the shape of differ-
elitial toits on ber canais. The English papers wbicb came
tband last week deal witb a situation in seine respects

ýlllogousif we may compare srnall tbings with great-
Itheir discussions of the passage in Mr. Gladstone's

eBwcastle speech referring ta the Egyptian occupation.
3iie whoie tenor of the discussion is cbanged according as
tbat passage is or is nat interpreted in the light of the
Piedge given by tbe Britisb Governrnent at the time of the
iiOtfbardment of Alexandria, ten years ago, that the accu-
Dation should be but temporary. The Time8, St. James'

9zteand other influential Tory journals dwell eloquentiy
ý4PoU the great and undeniable blessings wbicb a decade
Of British justice, bumanity and energy bave brougbt upan
tilat previously iii -fated ]and. Says the Gazette:

.They (the few score of quiet Englishmen, who are tbe
Y1'tual rulers of Egypt) bave pusbed back barbarisrn inta
'te deserts, and kept it there ; they have lightened tbe
ax~es Of Ia people ground down for centuries by the
14larnius Eastern revenue system ; tbey bave abolisbed
tb8e siavery of the corvée; tbey bave made the life and
ieeOPerty of tbe peasant secure, bave irrigated bis fields
%Id drained bis tawns, and fougbt the cbolera-flend for

iltsand are saving bis handfuli of grain for bim frorn the
Pesha, and bis pittance of sait froni the tax-colector. Hie
le Il longer cut ta pieces by tbe Kourbasb ; no langer

iluiidered Ïby a greedy gang of officiais and left ta rat
%nlOng the unimaginable horrors of an Eastern gaol, if lie

4% lot pay. He enjoys sucb peace and safety as per-
49PS lie bas *not known isince the days of the Pbaraobs.

leare treating him likre a man and making a man of him.
1ail this is net literally true, there is at least so mucb

t1Itb in it that no genuine Englishman would consent, if
itere possible ta refuse witliout perpetrating a greater

'WlOng, or bringing a greater evil, ta bave the Britishi
400OPs withdrawn from Egypt witliout ample security
b8iing bad against possibiiity of relapse into barbarism.
1JI1t ne even ait this would excuse a sacrifice of the
44tional honour, or the adoption of any course whicli
0 'lad justify the epithet "6perfidiaus," whicb lier enemies
hBle so often striven ta attacb ta the name of Albion. In

'fof ailtbat Englisli occupation lias done and is doing
tne. Egypt, it surely should not be difficult ta reacli same
%gr'8mlent witli tbe Great Powers for securing the con-
t4iace of the work of reform and progresa befare the

6lelevacuation cf the country. Lt is net impossible that
e tatesmanlike agreement for its permanent occupation,

Ol %.lanexatbn, miglit be reacbed. But, when one recalîs
Roemn oligation of the pledge, and the growing

teseutrent of France, it daes net strike one that there

THE 1WEEK.

sion of s hope that Lord Salisbury, before lie dissolves
Parliament, may bo able ta make arrangements for a final
withdrawal af the British troaps. In view of Mm. Giad-
stone's generai support of Lard Salisbury's foreign policy,
it is by fia means impassible that the latter may have seen
in the words, as the Daily News suggests, an ofiier of con-
tingent support in an effort ta find some solution for a
very grave prablem, involving the national honour. Nor
can we refrain from the thouglit that great as are the
blessings conferred upon the Egyptians by British ule,
the ultirnate test of their value must be the raising of the
natives ta a position in which they will be capable of con-
tinuing the systeni, and thus perpotuating the blessing for
themselves. That would be a vastiy greater boon than
permanent occupation.

THE REORGA.NJZATIOAT 0F THE CABINET.

FIPTH 1ARTICLE.

T 11E announcement made at the close of lait week that
the Chapiesu difficui ty was at an end lif ted the curtain

on the Reorganization. Le Canada, whicb certainiy of ton
gts very trustwrthy information, says Ouirnet will
becomo Secetary of State, Chapleau Minister af Agricul-
ture, and Angers, Minister of Rail ways. Lt is nat unlikeiy
that it was always intended ta give3 Angers the Railways
aud the Public Works ta same Ontariiamnu. Whether
Chapleau gaes ta the Department of Agriculture or not
we do not know ; but it is clear the thmee Frencli-Canadian
M' inisters are ta be the men named. Lt i8 said Meredith
is carning in frorn Ontarioa; but the abject of these articles
is nat political gassip, but ta discusa the principles an
wbicb the rearganizatian should proceed.

As the Hamilton Spectator says, tho people expect Mr.
Abbott "lta strengtben the Cabinet, not ta weaken it,"
and Il ta cail ta bis Councils the best talent in the party."
lu forming a Cabinet-(and ta rearganizo is ta form)-
the grand aim sbouid be a stmong Government. This will
depeud an the power in the Hanse of Commans and in the
country of the men comprising it, and this again wili bave
a strict relation ta their integmity and ability. To be
mare particular-a Minister sbould be capable of dis-
cbarging the duty of bis Department. This is a trism,
and it would be idiculous ta state it, did nat the bistory
of administrations in ail countries furnish many instances
of the grassest officiai incompetence.

When the Directors of the C.P.R. wanted a head ta
manage their road they chose a man of experience, of
energy, cf resource. Unfotuuately special kuowledge is

arely ta be had amang the mon fram whorn a Premier
must select bis Ministers. Yet in most Deportments that
special knowledge must either be passossed at startiug, or
must be acquired, if the Minister is ta be efficient. It
would take at least one year of. careful application on the
part of a man ignorant of printing befame as Secmtary of
State lie could pretend ta play the part of bead ta that
function of bis Secretariat-the Printing Bureau. A man
cf energy, capacity for detail, will, can master any Depamt.
ment. If lie cannat or wiii not do tbis lie is simply a
figure head, a mockery, a roi fainéasnt and the Deputy
head is the real Minister. Fancy Mr. Shangbuessy unable
ta answem Van larne on any subject witbout cailiug in
some subardinate afficer. Yet wliat is the spectacle fre-
quontly witnessed wben Ministers are putting tbrough
tueir estimates 1 Those wbo have presided aver the
Interior have been men wha knew nathing about the
North-West and Manitoba, or wha were with one excep-
tion athemwise incapacitated, and the blundors of that
Departmnent it bas taken nine years' flgbting ta ectify, sud
they are flot ail gone yet. At 'the liead of the Dopart-
ment of Agriculture for same time was the late John
Henry Pope, a man of great native ability who had a good
knowledge a! farming. But the cames cf pamty manage-
ment, ta same extent, rasted on him, and lie nover gave the
fulîl force of bis mind ta soiviug the great poblern for
Canada-how to secure auitable immigrants and entough of
tlem. Besides lie wasB arnpored by the imbecility cf the
Interior closing up the Mile Boit sud Sauthern Manitoba.
He was followed by Mr. Carling, who iii one important
wing of bis Depatment bas been singulariy succes2ful.
But the immigration winig was clipped sud paralyzed witb
a vengeance, until two sessions ago, when under pressure
from outside the Gavemnment woke to a sense af its des-
pemate shortsiglitednesq and in this particular, treason, ta
Canada's future. Lu an architect, or an engineer, who
bad the political qualifications, we sbould flud the fit man
for the Public Works; but for hardiy any Department can'
we get experts. Hence the necessity of mindesa traiued
as ta be able ta master new subjects ; a lawyer, naminal
or resi, aiways fuls the Justice portfolio.

If s Minister is unfit it is treasan ta the peopleofa Can-
ada not ta disrniss hirn. Ln Engiand a premier wiii let an
î<AçQWuetent coleague drap if hoe cannot provide for him,

aàï new leader of a party feels himseif in the least
bouad ta the coileagues cf bis imamediate predecessor
bucauso of belonging ta the same party. Iu Canada if we
have an incampetent Minister, forced or foisted or
intigued, no matter how, into the Minifstry, lie cannot be
got out except by giving him a palace and frorn $7,000 ta
$10,00 a year for five years, with Ilpiokinge," and ini bis
new position at th.e liea f tlie Provinclial Soiety tfhe
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regulation tbing is ta entertain about once a year and saIt
down the cash.

But ta return. Suppose Van Horne could neot empioy
men on their merits or could nat dismiss an incampetent
officer unless bie could pension him-what a difference
there would be in the sbawing of tbe .P. R. Sbaughnessy
is a great railway man. No daubt the moment Van
Horne's quick, mind.reading -lance rested an hi m, lie knew
bis man. If the principles of politics obtained, before the
Manager-President could procure bis quick abilities for
the road, lie would have ta consider the tender feelings of
some one or otber; then what cburcli bo attends ; then
perhaps find out whether bie was otbodox on some irmele.
vant question like-far illustration-the return of the
Jews ta Palestine. Meanwhile Shaugbnessy would bq
growing aid. Good years and goad service wouid be lest,
a Department be disgracefully misrnanaged, and the bypo-
thetical political Van Homne wouid bave imper iiied bis
immortal soul and fretted hirneilf ta a shadow.

A Minister sbauld be able ta expiain wbat is gaing on
in bis Department. Hie auglit ta be able ta defend it.
Botter stiil, lie should sa mun it that it would be above
defence. He should be a strengtb on genemal questions in
and out of Parliarnent. He ouglit ta be able ta evo]ve
same fruitful idea-read the history of administrations-
frein bow many Ministers bas one new ides, ane wise plan,
ever eranated I Sir Francis Hincks lias been lauded ta the
skies for a littie cantrivance by wbich lie drove iigbt.
weight Yankee siiver ont of the country. He deserved
praise. But bie is responsible for a superaunuation act by
wbicb the people of Canada naw pa.y nearly a quarter of a
million annually and receive about $60,000 a year ! Those
who have vested riglits sbould not be toucbed. But is it
net time tbat a good actuary were calied in and this
inatter placed on a souud basis? One of the great achieve-
ments of ùearly every new Minister, Grit or Tory, bas been
the billeting of new clerks in bis Departrnent, generally
relatives, sarnetimes net relatives and yet curioualy related.

To have a strong Government yau xnust bave, ta use
the language of the theatre, a strang caste. Laugliter f rom
pit, boxes and gaiiery is invited wben "&supers " play lead-
ing parts. ,Natbing starnps Sir Robert Peel mare truly as
a great man than the band of Peelites, witb Gladstone at
their bead, lie left bebind him.

At the present marnent that part of the power of the
late leader whicb no ability can seize, and the lass of which
must be provided for, sauld be rernembored. Wben Pitt
resigned in 1801, Mr. Addington taok into bis Cabinet
some of bis predecessor's men. But lie did not feel bound
ta take ail wbo would cornein-an instance of a certain
strengtb of cbaracter. Yet, being a rnan essentialiy medi-
ocre, lie neyer realized the enormous gap the absence of
Pitt's personality and eloquence made. Anyway, lie utterly
failed ta fil or minimize it. Witb a Titanic strife going
forward in Europe, and Napoleon preparing ta invade
Englaud, lie entrusted the War Office ta Mr. Yorke, and
the Navy ta the feeble bands of Esmi St. Vincent. Hie
was weil supparted by Pitt's Parliament, and , on going ta
the country in 1802, lie secured a Blouse of Cmosin
which lie was sustaiued by an overwheiming rnajority.
Yet the weakness of the Governrnent in talent was se pal-
pable2, that large votes could not hoid public confidence,
and the rnajarity went down ta fifty, then ta thirty-seven,
and the Miuistry, feeling that the beart of the country
had turned against it, ignominiously pronounced its own
demise. Lt faded away before the wide-sipread perception
of its debility, and this deep sense cf its weakness was
mainly caused by having a biockhead, like Lord St. Vin-
cent, at the head of the Adiraity-the Adrniralty being
equal in importance, relatively speaking, ta one of our great
Depatments. What may be donc by ability in a Govern-
ment and ini a Department was shown by the contrast
hetween the vigaur sud decision of Mr. Pitt and the belp.
lessness of Addington, by the rapidity with whicb, Lord
Melville restored the Nsvy from decrepitude and decay te
sncb efficiency that, at the close of the irat session, the
King was able ta congratuisie Parliament on Englsnd's
higli stato of preparedness for war. lad Pitt scted on
Canadian principles lie would have kept Eami St. Vincent
at the Admimalty, lot the Navy go ta the deuce, and the
Corsican vulture reddeu bis beak in the biood of Liberty.
Pitt toak sorno of Addington's men, among thetn Lord
Eldon. Take another Tory reorganization, net witbout
in sorne respects a parallel, we hope, of happy amen ta the
crisis of a few menthe ago, wbicb calis for reorganization
witb us h)-day. Oa Mm. Percival's deatb in 1812 Lord
Liverpool formod an administration, retaining a large
number of the former Mixistry, among tbemi being
Palmnerston (Secretary at War), Marquis Wellesley, Lord
Eldon, Castlereagh. But look at the men witb wbom lie
reinfarced bis Cabinet-Mr. Robert Peel (af terwards Sir
Robert, the great leader and Parliarnentarian>, George
Canning, one of the greatest of orators and statesmen,
Viscount Melville, F. J. Robinson, W. Huakisson, Mr.
Plunkett.

Again, on the deatb of Mr. Canning, in 1827, Lord
Godericli toak the reins of government. Mm. Huskisan
was ta lead in the Commons. But difficuities arase and
Godericli re8igned without meeting Parliament. " LHe took
with him froul office," says a campetent critic, "Ia higli and
honaurable character, but lie left neither bis king nor bis
country improssed witb sny higli ides of bis enemgy and
decision, or of bis power snd skill ta grappie with difficul-
ties or contrai jarring spirits." In tbe band of adventur-
ers wbo plsced Louis Napoleon an the tbrone cf France
xnany were 'sbie sud bhisarliem Ministers were larat


