
attacked hy hordes of dervishes. Their hostility is to be
explained by their hatred of Egyptian ruie. Egyptian
rule, as far as the Soudan is concerned, only daring to r

show itself at Suakin, that place is made the ojective E

point of their attacks. The English are, of course, in-r

cluded in these attacks, for England is looked upon (and r
quite rightly) as Egypt's ally. This much is plain, buti
how by Egypt, and by Egypt's ally, these dervishes are to
bc treated-that is the puzzle of puzzles. Egypt herseif1
would only too willingly evacuate Suakin. Suakin is a'
thorn in the lesh to bier. But England will not hear of1
this. ,Site must romain there, and it is far pleasanterE
(taking into consideration European jealousies and otheri

awkward matters of a like nature) it is far pleasanter to

romain thiere as Egypt's ally than by hier own authority.
This being settled, there follow numerous as yet unsettled E
questions. For examnple-Are the dervishies merely to bcu
heaten off as often as they approach too rashly, or are they '

to bu eradicated altogether ï1 Is this possible 1 Are they 1
not connected wth disaffected tribes stretching f ar into i

that interior which Egypt su mucli wishies to leave severely

alone î Again, what of trade î Is this to be fostered by i

Egyptian and British influence ï If so, how 1 By concili-1
ation or by intimidation 1 What of the slave trade, too ?-
a most difficult problein this. These will suffice to show
how many and how intricate are the questions to lie dis-
cusscd with reference to England's occupation of Suakin.1
It must not be forgotten also that every one of these

questions is rendered still more intricate by its pecuniary
side, Who is to pay for anytbing that is undertaken i?
That is a puzzle for everybody. The British tax-payer
does not like paying for Egypt's muddles. England is
chary about asking Egypt to pay for what she (England)
aimost compels bier to do against lier will. Altogether it
is a curiously tangled web.

Tbere is one significant point about the whole aff'air,
and that is tlîat neither the Khedive nor the Sultan
appears to care to have any say whatsoever in the matter.
England apparently is allowed to have it al ber own way.
Wby does she not settle that way-and take it0 That is

what miany are asking. ARNOLD ilAULTAIN.

TORONTO CffURCIIES AYNf PR NA CHERS.

Il. -8'r. ICIIAEL'9 CATIIEDRAL AND FArIIER IIANDS.

N contributiflg to TuII WEEIC a brief account of the

Iprincipal (hurci belongiiîg to the great Roman

Catbolic comînunîty in Toronto, I entirely accept the
limitations laid down at the commencement of the sries-
that thfe comments, of wlatever kind, should be fair and
reverent. lt is flot easy for any one to give an account of
a Roman ('atbolic service that shlai be entirely satisfactory
to any party. Almnost any kind of criticisam must be offen-
sive to those wlîo suppose themnselves to bc tlhe repre8enta-
tives of a systeni alove criticismi. Almost any favourable
remarks wiil bce qually otf,-lHive to those who regard the
Roman systeni am un unmiitigated systemn of idolatry.

With aIl this 1 have nothing to (do. Roman Catholios
exist in this country in large nunhlers, and are a power,
social, moral, religions, political. Maiîy persons think
that their actual influence is beyond what they are entitled
to. ()ertainly this fact, if it is one, mnust be put dlown to
their credit. It is not thir fanît that they believe in
their own system. If other communions bad equal faith
in theirs, they mnight counterbalance the Rloman influence.
With ail this, as I said, 1 have notbing to do. The truth
or error of Romian doctrines is a question for theologians;
tbeir influence in the state is a mnatter for politicians to
consider. My business is that of a visitor, a spectator,
wbo wants to sec wliat is going on, and wlio is ready to
tell wbat lie secs.

One tbing wîll bu admittd-that the Roman Catholics
have, to the extent of their power, preserved the traditions
of the MViddle Ages in the building and adorning of their
Churcbes; arnd the Cathedrai of St. Michael is, externally
and internally, an imiposing building, and this is nearly al
that can be said. l'le outside might bu called fine ; but
there is a certain monotony of outline unrclieved by any,

-distinction of the formi of the choir, or by transepts, both
of whîch features tend to give impressiveness to the exterior
appearance of most of the Mediaival Churches. The ex-
terior, bowever, is decidedly more pleasing than the in-
turior, wbich is gloomy, monotonous, and singnlarly wanting
in that effectiveness with which Roman Catholics hardly
ever fail to invest their more important buildings. If, for
examnple, we compare it witb Nôtre Dame, at Montreal,
we sec how superior is the latter in a kind of living unty
wýhicb draws the feelings out in a sort of responsivu sym-
patby ; and yot Nôtre Dame is cncumbered with huge
galleries, fromn which St. Michae's is free. It would
hardly be fair to compare it with the new cathedral at New
York-tbe flncst ecclesiastical building on this sidu of the
Atlantic-and still less to put it in conîpetition with the
glorious buildings of the Old World.

The Sunday on which 1 specially visited the Church
was the one on which Arcbbishop Lynchi lay dead, after bis
brief iliness contracted in the rigorous discharge of his
duties. No one could enter the building and let bis eye
rest upon the lugubrions decorations, no one could movu
about aimong the sorrow-stricken people wthout being
deeply impressed by aIl ho saw.

But first a little about the service and the preacher. I
had madle inquiries about the Roman Catholic preachers of
the city ; but 1 could hoar of no one of eminence. P(Orbaps

THE WEEK.

lse may tell the readers of THsa WEEK what we have 1
heard and seen. As a matter of fact, I went to the ordi-
nary service of Vespers and Benedictions, and heard the
appointed preacher, Father Hands, wlio, without being
remarkable or striking, spoke well and clearly-no smal
matter in a large buiding-and was listened to with great
attention.

The first part of the service was a litauy said in the i
pulpit, to which the congregation generaliy responded.i
Then came vespurs, wbich aeemud to bu entiruly a mattur
for the clergy and choir. The bunediction followed the
sermon. Clearly the henediction (the Salut, as they cal
it in France and Belgium) is the service whicli the Roman
Catholics enjoy. The aitar is liku the rod of Moses,
which swallows np ail other rods. Ail other churcli offices
acerm to disappear in its presence. Tt may safely bu said
that Roman Catbolic worshippers delight chiefly in the
Mass, the communion aud the benediction. 1 am mon-
tioning this as a mure matter of fact, without censure or
approvai. It is quitu natural tliat it should bu so. If
God incarnate is in the Tabernacle, the words, "lLu, God
is bure, lot ns adore," must have a meaning which tbey
have not where nu sacrament is reserved. In that case
choir services muast bic nnintorcsting. 0f course, they are
kept np in cathedrais and munastic lionses. I remember
to have Ilassisted " at a vesper service in Paris, at which
the congregation joined beartiiy in the singing ; but evun
the veasper service bas disappearud from mnany churches,
particnlarly in Belgium, and where it remaîna it is without
inturest to moat of those who are present at it.

Certainly there was less actual .ioiniug of the congrega-
tion in any part of the service at St. Michael's than ta

usual in France, in Gurmany, or in England. The familier
Eucharistic bymn, "O salutaris hostia," was stung by the
choir alune, the people cithur listening or engaged in private
prayer-a custom very different from our notion of com-
nmon or public worship. But the power of the whole
service was in tîhe 1Host. Tt is sometimes asserted by
thouglitless Protestants that the Roman Catholic ciergay do
not gencraily believe in Transubstantiation. No supposi-
tion -ould bu more remnotu froin trnth. None bat a very
silly person, or onu wbo hftd taken nu pains to acquaint
himsecf with the facts, wili entertain sncb a belief. The
priesta and the people do undoubtedly believe that, wben
the Hloat is elevated, thcy are kueeiing before God and
worsipping Hua. We may think it is idolatry. But
there. is a good deal of idolatry of different kinds in tbe
world ; and, at any rate, it is not ny business to cali names.

As regards the serrman, it was of se exceptional a char-
acter, being devoted tu thu commeioration of the duad
Arclibisbop, that it shonid not, perhap3s, bu judged from the
ordinary point of view. Tt is not easy, either, to 4ay how
far we are to receive testimiony given, under sncb circum-
stances, to the departed pastor of tlhe diocese. Father
Handa, in presence of the throne which was neyer miore
tu bu occmpied hy the faiiliar formu, spoke under the influ-
ence of visible emotion. Tlîe manifestations on tho part
of the congregation were audible and visible. The preacher
apoko of the hte Archbishop's passionate love of bis
country and of its peuple, of bis affection for ail tlîat was
connected with Irehând ; and especially of bis love andi care
for the pour. No one, however pour or ragged, was denied
acceas tu him ; and few in their need wunt away unrelieved.
1le spoke of bis habits of frugiiy and self-denial, of bis
early rising at five o'clock in the mnrning, of the inplicity
of bis life sud deportIflent, of lis genial accessibility.
There waa uothing in the east degrue sensational in the
good Father'a manner of speech. Ail was plain and sober

ini utterance and in mnanner. And yet the effect wes start-
ling. Women wept and sobbed and trembied with umotion.
Some sucmed to give way to passionate, uncoutrollable
grief. Tt is quite likely that maux' of tiiese, being of French
or Irishi extraction, indtilgc(l their emotions more freeiy than
Englishwomun or Scotchwornen would bave doue. But,
at luast, the fact was plain onougli. Archbishop Lynchlis1
now buyond the praises of bis friends and the criticisms of
his focs. Somue day bis life may bie writtuu ; but it is
hardly possible that it sbould bu written otherwise than
with some amount of prejudice for or againat its subject.
Tt is possible that somu of the accusations brought against
bumn by some members of bis onu flock may bc justifled.
But this, at least, is certain sud undeniablu, that ho bad
gained the affections of the mess of bis peuple and capeci-
ally of the pour. Doua tho Christian uinister desire any
much btter testimony than this î SPECTATOR.

MONTREAL LETTER.

MONTREAL is uudergoing the process of settling dowu
after the holiday excitement . The epidemic of seli-

ing, purchasing, oating sud fraternizing lias about lived
itself to deatb, sud bas, nu doulit, ef t the natural conse-
quences of an epidumic-an enfeebled trade, exliausted
purses, an impaired physique sud a dcpleted lirotberly love.
Iu the midst of Christmas marketing the old Cburch of
Bousecour insista upon lier too sugges3tive metto, ilSi

il'amour de Marie en passant ne l'oublie en ton coeur grave
de lui dire un ane ",; sud, as if the very shadow of the
*New Year tells but too truly of the inevitable evanesceuce

1of ail things terrestrial, adds that nu provisions of any kind
can bu admitted toelier sacred precincts, even upon the pro-
text of devotions. The horses of the street cars look as if
"going to grass" was resurved for tliom in a beatific future.

The abopa are cooling dowu sud sweeping ont, enjoying
the nausea that follows upon a repast of sweets3. At every
step we are reminded of the bona fJlde cbeap sales, the
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obligatory clearances, the undreamt of sacrifices, the
wholusale slaughtcr of, in fact, the voluntary and com-
plote 'suicide which retail dry-gYoods martyrs undertake
pro bono publico. When a man dcliberately assures us be
will suppiy us for baîf a dollar with a pair of gioves wbich
cost a dollar, he evidently must act upon the presumption
that one of the contracting parties is expected to lie a fool;-
and when it becomes with hutu an annual or semi-annual
experiment, the suspicion is unavoidable that lie bas taken
the precaution to secure bis own exemption f rom the impu-
tation. It is liard to see ourselves as others see us, and
in want of any school of advcrtising where our shopkeepers
may graduate in good taste, we cannot hope that Montreal
wil too soon be nshamed of the fadud, begrimed and
tattered grandeur which is hoisted f rom tree to tree, and
from pillar to post, glaring A Happy New Year at us,
and flaunting in our faces the very acme of disgust in
colour, design and material. Men, in the centre of our
holiday thorouglifares, seem to seize the most dehilîtated
table-cioth tliey can lay hands on, steai from an old Christ-
mas card a label of Santa Claus, and, with a discarded
broom, proceed to waste upon the table-cloth some stove-
pipe varnisb, a little Reckitt's Bine and a dash of le beau

jaune. We are taught to regard this as a Christmas sign,
without enquiring why it should lie so effectuai in driving
away tbe trade it is intended to entrap. A reai, efficient
streamer, or windowcard is like a good joke. It must lie
impromptu, fresh, to the point, and good for this clay only.
AIL patent, everlasting adaptability is fatal. The instinct
by which a man sets an umbrella in bis window on a rainy
day and removes it when the sunshine returfis is a salable
commodity,-a capital subject to the usuai laws uf profit
and bass. If, ýby the way, a simnilar instinct could arrange
our weather outside to suit the goods displayed inside, our
fur dealers especialiy would maku a bit. It ifî doubtf ul if
even the most prodigiously extravagant carnival seekers
can redeem the furrier's hopes f romn theý despair which the
carnival can only deepen. Any ordinary mortal who
could postpone tili the nmiddle of January the purchase of
a sealakin coat for want of a day cold enough to enjoy it,
is not likely to suifer from the energcy of the desire for the
rest of the winter.

Our colleges and sobools, and shall I say our churches
toc, are makiug an attempt at settling down. Far be it
fromn me, in this world ini which evii is supposed to pro-
ponderate over the good, to breathe a word in favour of
increasing burdens already heavy enougli, or of di minishing
sunshine already too rare. But who does not know, the
teacher in the ciass and the parent in the honme, the deplor-
ably unsatisfactory conditions describcd by set tling clown?
And which of us can escape from àa doubt as to whepther
the holiday is worth the cost 1 If it be gencrally adinitted
that wo can get nothing for nothing, that every rose bas
its thora, the questions arise, Is the life with the rose and
the thorn to bu comnîared to thje life without cither, and is
thure sncb a thing as a holiday at al ? Speaking broadly,
the press of work beforu and the press of arrears after a
holiday seum to dispul the perfume of the rose. In our
schools the week or two of restless interruption in regular
systematic work known as preparing for Christmas, the
weuk or two of mental vagrancy known as recess, and the
week or two of promiscuous shakiug together afterwards
to regain our lost ground, appear to consume on an average
a whuie month-one out of twelve. Add to this a fort-
night of a similar process at Faster-a balf ont of tweive ;
and, at least, two months in surmmr-two ont of twelve.
Then from Thanksgiving,! Queen's Birthday and Teachera'
Conventions, we have, with the thorns and the roses, about
a weuk more-a quarter ont of twelve, which is, of course,
thrce quarter months ont of twelve. The Snndays alonu
make np a total of more than onu and a baîf ont of twelve,
giving us altogethur somethin1g ovur five months ont of
uvury Year. Thus wbcn a lad reaches, say, eightcen, and
is iauncbud on the sua of lifu, ho lias spent of his past life
of ighteu yuars thu spacu of seven and a haif holiday-
making. So far from chopping off the Sundays, it is but
tou uvident that we need a fuw more, anothur betweun
Wednesday aud Thursday ; but snrely it is not advocatiug
all work aud no play to snggest that sometbing is wrong
somewbure. ]Either we cram into the work period of the
year what would bu botter done distribnted, or we pur-
poseiy set ont with the duturmination to achieve in the
pruparatory years of a boy's life only a fraction of what
-e might. la this protracted holiday systum nucessary 1
Is it in auy sense satisfactory '1 Wonld a day droppcd in
periodically flot secure more of the rose and less of the
thornI Ougbt there not to lie a summer course, at least
for children, heyond the drudgery of rudimentary classes?1
Or must we suppose that our boys and girls work su
exhaustive]y every scbooî day tlîat ail this sacrifice of time
is ruquirud to re-croate h Somu institutions bave come to
be regarded with superstitions vuneration. Is our holiday-
niakiug one of tberm Î A movement is going on in England
at present to have the Spring holidays of al Public sclioola
as much as possible at oneO time, regardle55 of Baster. [f
we are prepared to grant tbat the Church may abrogate
lier riglit to cstablish tho date of the holiday, bas she any
riglit to dictate its existence1

cThe petition from the Royal Electric Liglit Company
to have the remaining two of its sevun years' contract
extended into a nîonopoly of ton wa2 laid before the
Light Committue of the Council, and, after some dis-
cussion, was grauted. Before the matter was finally
setthed, however, it drew forth the indignation of the
citizens. A public meeting wascaldadreouin
were passed condemning the actioftOf the Committue for
no t hrowing the COltract open to competition, and pro-
testing against the proposal to bind the city for the neif,


