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young officer so calmly claimed with an air of proprietorship as paid for,was able to reckon the value of lis uniforni, accoutrements, and horse,when he attended a full-dress parade, as wortb more than twe years' pay ;lie knew he ould by no means escape debt unless he had a private incoeconsiderably exceeding the amount paid him eut of taxes to which io hm-self contributed more than many such items of the Demos as then addressedtl. It is hardly known to the public that officers pay exactly the sametaxes as the rest of the community, or that tieir pay 1. abselutely insufli-cient to keep them in the army; what is more, that campaigning itself iscostly and adds to the usual money out of poclcet. Se far as officers servefor any bribe except that of the military life itselt, that bribe cornes set fremthe people but from the Crown, in the shape eft decrations and tites,remnants of barbarism which continue to touch the barbaric side of man'scoiplex nature. -- Fornigltly Review for March.

THE PROMISE OF SPRING.

HAvE patience! still
Spring yet shall all her joyful tasks fulfil.

She tarries long,
But all is ready : each bird knows his song,

Each flower lias got by heart
Its fair or fragrant part
And given the word,
Each bud and bird

Will proudly bring the lovely pageant on.
Have patience I Sweeter, sweeter far
Long-hoped-for treasures are

Than any we may have, without such waiting, won.

Almonds will crown
With tender pale-pink blossons branches brown

White-thorns will prove
How sweetly silver may with green bo wove.

Orchards their snow will throw
On daisied lawns belew;
Spires of soft bloon-
Plumes of perfume--

Lilacs will lift through Spriing's translucid air.Jove will descend te earth again
In showers of golden rain,

Whilst Danae's heart is won by flowers laburnums bear.

The throstles will
Froin scented choirs such glorious notes distil

As if before
No lavish birds had scattered Nature's store

'1'he larks lier praise will sing
As if no other Spring,
Till this one, lad
Made snall birds glad.

The cuckoos will with sucli fresh wonder call
As though the sands had just begun
Through Tino's hour-glass to run,

And Earth was holding there the opening carnival.

Nor there alone
Her gentle presence to us is made known.

Spring cornes also
To precincts where no birds or blossoms show.

Softly she enters in
Amid the roar and din
Of the great town
That cannot drown

Thp subtle message of lier whispering winds.
Then young and old, then each and all,
'Neath ber enchantment fal,

And in a thousand hearts an answering thrill she finds.
-St. James's Gazette. E. F. M.

tIS GENIUS MORBID ?f

THE greatest poets always possess their imagination; are never possessed tby it. They wing their highest fliglits serenely and majestically, never cietting go the reins of reason. Nowhere are they more firmily held than in fothe loftiest and most rapturous of Dante's flights-probably the loftiest tetnd mest rapturous of all poetic flights-the Paradiso; the pure intel- thect anti the pure imagination here go hand in hand, and while the poet h1s soaring in the empyrean, his brain never reels, nor does he once stlee igbt e the sohid grund, though, at times, he may appear to do so; ubt, like Wordsworth's skylark , though in a deeper sense, lie is ever "true aite the kindred points e heaven and home." And it is the same with diasomer, Virgil, Shakespeare Milton, Chaucer, Spenser, and Wordsworth fras with Dante; the equilibrium of their faculties is never disturbed by anthe most cncentrated efforts their imagination. Most of them, too, tewere as practical in their dealings with men as they were sane and healthy ifl their wmitingof Caucer, Spenser, and Shakespeare, in particular, were beail shrewd men et the werld ; and the samne reinamk liolds good et Scott, RA.

Stillr ittis t886.Stil, it is true that sme great poets, only less than those we havenamed, have becorue insane or betrayed s m t ms e in pe t i sa ty
The cause of this is net tac symptoms of incipient insanity.

tried than most oth Poets have, in all ages, been more
serel t th ne t o so e f h s surely neither strange nor surpris-ig that the intellects et s fme o these s toruld finaly have given way underthe pressure eo accuuîated misertune. Most erdinary men, in like circum-stances, would prebaly have succumbed much sooner. And when oneconsiders the extreme susceptibiity of the poetic temperament, one maywell wnder that cmparativeyse fw poets have become absolutely insane.It is a pref, we think, et their exceptîonal mental strength. The brainsoe peets are, necessariy tasked much more severely than the brains ofardîuary students whe have no pretensions te genius; yet brain disease isas rare ame g the fermer class as it is trequent among the latter. It is net,however, te o denied that there is a morbid element in many of the finerpeetie temperameuts, especialîy these et more mederu times. Fer thismorbidity the feeble bodily organization of the poets appear te us to havebeen, in most cases, largely, if net solely, respensible; it cetainly consti-tutes no essential part of their genius, as such. In the case t Cllins,cited by Miss Sanborn, we have the testimony et Dr. Jensen, who knewhim personally, that "his disease was net aienatien et mnd, but generallaxity and feebleness, a deficiency rather ofa is vital than his intellectualpowers. What he spoke wanted neither isvtudg a o sir Ate ,e

writing of Shelley, Byron, Poe, and others, r Taine nor bsprit." Weare no longer poets without suffering fe it. Te pass etsere braiWgnaws our vitals, dries up the blood, oats int the marrow, shakes uslike a tempest, and the human frame, secb as civ t m a sake usnet substantial enough long te resist it.s a ciization has made it, isThat madness is rather an accident than the «shadew" et geulus as itlas been sometimes caleed, the very different lives sh Calderon and Tasseafford, we thik, a striking preot. o one who reads the dramas of thegreat Spanish pet wi ll doubt that is was a keenly sensitive nature, assusceptible at least et ail impressions as that et Tasse. And if ever therewas a poet in whom the imagination was strengor than the judgment, itwas Calderon ; his fancies throng thicker and faster even than these etShelley, and the sober reader is almost as bewildered amng theo as howould be by the vagaries of a madman; yet, se a as we know, Calderonwas never subject te such hallucinations as those et Tasse or Shelley, nonlias any suspicion of insanity ever been imputed te hlm. He was perectlysane to the last, though lie attained a ripe ld age; and this we areinclined solely to attribute to the rxceptipnaeîy oappy circumstancs we lislife. In Tasso's cell he would, with bis temperament have shared Tasso'smadness.--The Spectaeor.

MODERN DRESS.

UNDER the auspices of the National Ilealth Society, a successful lecturewas given on Friday, the 12th ult., under the above tit, y Dr. A. T.Schotield, at the Public Baths, Quend's Read, Bayswater, bofore a largeaudience of ladies and gentlemen(. Ater descibiug the beny frameworkof the body, the lecturer proceeded te explain the functions f letheswhich, he said, were threefold : (1) To cover the bdy; (2> for warmthe(3) for purposes of social distinction. Mens clthes, oie observed fufil althese conditions very well, except the last, lu the case oe identity ef aven-ing dress with a waiter's ordinatry garb, with causes sometimes a disagree-able confusion. le, however, stroigly condemned the chimueypot bat asbeing without a single virtue. Clothes, in reaity, noîther warim the bedy
nor keep it cool, but serve as an isolating mediuy te pretet it frem theesurrounding atmosphere, and prevent the body being toe rapidy cled oroverheated by the air in which it is placed. The only perfect isoleatingmedium is wool, which is twice as good as chtten or linen, and, moreeverllows the evaporation of perspiration frm thon dy and permts air teoeach the skin. No other substance should ever ho ext tho sbon and ifossible all the clothes should bo made of weerl Tbe lecturor then, passedn to consider the dress of ladies, which, le says, is fairly satlsfactery asong as it is net fashionable. Why, lie asks, canuot the leaders tf ashione imbued with rational ideas on tho subjscta If they would dess i aealthy manner all those who follow thet like sheep or geese wusd beenefited. Ia the human form so hideous that art must be callod intohange it I He saw no essential reason wuy fashin aud reasen should ntgree. Taking, for example, a lady's onfig drss and compaing it witlhe standard of what dress should be, we find that it does net cgver theody, and, moreover, leaves exposed tho upper lobes oe tle lungs, the seatf that terrible disease-consumption. The upper parts of the lngs arebus endangered by cold, and the lower are luiured by the compression aeorsets. No ladies will confess to lacing tigbtly. A lady, in wion leund two ribs had been dislocated by the compression t stays, maintamnedhat she did net lace tightly ; but any woman wio measumes more rounde waist without lier stays than with then was guimty et tight lacing, ande implored his audience te apply this test and act upon th resulit. Ifays compress, skirts depress the vital organs, and lie urged the adoption efnion garments. Healthy dress need conslst oa nde ore than combinationsd stockings of wool, a woollen union garment with divided skirt, and aess. It would thus obey the four important principles d (1) Te allwee play te every organ ; (2) net to weigh on the pips; (3) te be iglot;d (4) to cover every part of the body equaly. Boots should be madethe natural shape of the foot, with broad soles and low udls. Ladies,they wanted te wear French boots, should have the second tee amputatodfore doing se; lie was convinced of this by the numbers eo toes ho had
on amputated at terwards. Te lecture was illustrated by many diagrams,
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