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The Housing Situation

The wide newspaper pù-blicity and sustained
interest in the housing situation indicates the
importance of the problemn with which the Onta-
rio Government and the Toronto authorities are
now attempting to deal. The committees ap-
pointed both by the government and the City
Council are 110W seeking information with a
view to learning more or less accurately the
extent of the house shortage which really exists.
In the meantime numerous proposais are being
brouglit forth suggesting various possible reme-
dies. These range ail the way fromn the single
tax theory down to questions involving the
remioval of restrictions, cheaper lands, loans
and guarantees, transportatio *n, and the utiliza-
.tion of vacant city-owned property.

While ail these suggestions will be of value
to the authorities in their endeavor to arrive
at some satisfactory solution, their chief im-ý
portance lies in the fact that they show that
housing is a many-sided problem. which must
be worked out on a careful and intelligent plan.
In fact, those who have given the subjeet close
attention dlaimi that the only proper solution
lies in the adoption of a comprehiensive town
planning scheme. It is pointed out that this
conforms to the more advanced views in Eng-
land and European countries which have had
the benefit of greater experience in undertak-
ings of this kind, and does not imply an immedi-
ate programme of general reconstruction, but
rather the gradual development of housing ac-
cording to a definite preconceived general plan.

Just what will be doue or the manner in whichi
it will be done, however, still remains to be
seen. The committee. wMl undoubtedly base
their survey on the data now being gathered
before deciding on any course of action. The
unfortunate part of the whole thing is. the ap-
parent apathy of theý architects in the -matter. 0f
the various suggestions which have come forth
not one0 has emanated from. the ranke of the
architectural profession, and it would seem. that
a grand opportunity is thus to be let go simmer-
ing. Possessed of advantages whîch their spe-
cial training gives them, and imibued with the
spirit necessary to the success of such an enter-
prise, the memibers of the profession could ren-
der a most necessary and excellent service, and
their co-o peration should be of the greatest
value in assisting the committees to determine
the best course to adopt.

The govern.ment fund available for the pur-
pose amounts to the sum of two million dollars.
This is to be loaned to municipalities with the
proviso that the local authonities provide an
additional twenty-five per cent. to the 8unm bor-
rowed . Allowing for structures which could
be built at a minimum of twenty-five, hundred
dollars each, this wiIl only provide for one thon-
sand houses altogether. In Toronto alon-e there
are at present over two. thousand condemned
houses,. and according to the Medical- Health
Officer there are at least five thousand' addi-
tional houses which'are tenanted by from two
to in some cases five and six families. Consid-er-
ing this, the present proposai will be decidedly.
limited in scope and will be unciertaken with a
view to gîving immediate relief. However, thîs
is no reason why it shonid not be considered
and carried ont in relation to a permanent
future scheme. It would certainly be gratifying
to see the architects agitate toward this end,
and be more satisfying stili to know that their
services, and ability were being recognized and
utilized in reference to such an important
undertaking.


