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GREATEST MARBLE BUILDING IN
THE WDORLD

Construction work. on the new $5,000,000
Field Museurn of Natui'al I{istory, to be built
in Chicago, is under way. The structure wilI
be comipleted, it is expccted, in less than three
years, and more tlian 3,000 nien wiIl be em-
ployed in the work. Whcn finishiec it will be
the largest miarbie building in the world. It
will consist of three storeys and a ba.semient,
and will cover an -area of '700 feet by 350 feet.
The floor ar-ea of the museumn will be 670,000
square feet, of whichi 400,000 square fee't wili be
devoted to exhibition purposes. The reinainder
wiil be used for scientific laboratories, lecture
halls, offices, and a restaur-ant. The contract
for -the building is held by the Norcross Bros.
Cyompany, of New Yor-k and Worcester, Mass.,
and tlhé i:iterial wil J be 000org.i 11arbiel.

THE VALUE 0F MICROSCOPES IN
INVESTIGATING STONE

Comparative mnicroscopic stucly of building-1
~stone tha.-ýt lias stood the test of time and that
whi(3h lias not, is very \val-nable. Accôrdinig to«
a contemiporary, the cause -of rapid weathering
eau, be recognized as a natural structural rela-
tion. Two g-ranites, for instance, of almost
identical m-ýinerai ogica!l and chemi cal composi-
tion ca.n behave quite differently. The one re-
mains sound for years; the otiier disintegrates
rapid]y because delicate mi croscopic pressure
zones run through it. Two inarbies of equal
beauty show entirely different powers of resist-
ance as material1 for a work of art exposed -to
thie weather, according- to whether the calcite
indçividuials. in this section interlock with simuins
outlines nir înerely adjoini pacbi othier. as pa,-ving


