
TasE IMPORTANCE Op CHARACTER,

in which it is found. In the third place, as to the means
of impressing this religion in the liearts of men. W.
have seen that it was by lus life, that ouir Saviour, wheu
on earth, mande his way to the hearts of mnen. And to
those to whom Christ entrusted his religion when he left
the world, St. Paul applies what David so beautiffily says
of the orbs of heaven, that there was pio speech - no
lan guage - thocir voice was not hecard; but their sound
was gone out to ail the earth, and their instruction te the
end of the world. This must nieau that they chiefly re-
lied on the silent influence of character. Men saw their

lives abd pronounced them good. They sa.w that it
would be well if otiiers were like themn. And thus, by
whkat they were, as much as by what they said and did,
th2ey gained for their religion a welcome, and sent it forth
triumphant and rejoicîng, te regenerate and save 'tie
world. Anid do we not find in ourselves, if ever we Io ol
searchir.gly into ourselves, that the persons whose influ-r
ence has dlone rnest te gi.ye us what nieast-xe of faithfulness
we possess, have be!en, not men of talent, flot men of en-
tygy; by thema we have been struck and moved for a
~time; but those who have done rnost in forming us, have
been people, perhaps the most unpretendin# in the world,
but haviing character, having wholeness, haviug a well-

deve]oped moral and spirituial nature, not excessive in'any
part, nor deficient. in any part. Tliey dwell, and their
m emojies afte.r themi dwell, quiet images of the beauty qf
hoixeus, ini the maincis and hearts of those around the.m,
inspiring the taste for excellence, an4 eiisbling thegn t.Q

understaud its power.
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