
worker in anything tending to advance the interests of
the plumbing trade. Although a young man, he has
been past master of the A. F. and A. Masons since 1883,

A correspondent sends the ARCHITECT AND BUILDER
the following communication regarding the London As-
sociationt

The greatest enthusiasm prevails i association mat-
ters in London. All the manufacturers have signed tbe
Montreal resolutions, and there is every prospect of a
new era in the plumbing business in this city. If some
bright and sparkling genius could unfol a plan
whereby a profit could be obtained upon work, he would
be a benefactor to a trade that gets from the public thename of getting rich on each job let, yet the tact re-mains that it is one of the most diflicult operations tomake money out of the plumbing business. If thepublic were educated to discriminate between good
plumbing and bad it might be different, but in cities
the size of this the process is exceedingly slow.

We hope, however, that the coming year will
see a good practical plumbing and inspection by-law
enacted, that must prove beneficial to the best class ofplumbers ; and if it drives the other class out of a busi-ness requiring only the best ability, the result would bea great gain to the citizens as well as to sanitary science
in its relation to n im - 1 A .

THE DUTY ON BUILDING MATERLUS.
BEFORE the Tariff Commissioners at Montreal Mr. W. C. Trotter,

president of the Standard Drain Pipe Co., of St. Johns, Que., asked
that the present duty of thirty-five er cent. upon drain pipes be main-
tained. Any reduction, he claimed, would be detrimental to the Cana
dian industry.

Mr F. B. Dakin, representing the pottery works at St. Johns askedthat the duty on all white Roclcingham and cane ware be replae to 3
per cent., as it was before the last revision ; that the duty on al] printed,
decorated, and china ware be advanced to 40 per cent., and that all raw
materi al be admitted free. It was pointed out that if there was no

change in the duties a French company would invest more than a million
dollars in the works, and manufacture fine pottery on an extensive scale.
The deputation also complained about improper valuation, and sug-
gested that expert appraisers should be appointed by the Government.

The first representative of the cernent industry was Mr. Thos. M.
Morgan, who desired the present duty to remain. There were three
manufactories in Canada, producing about one-fourth of the cernent
used in the country, but he thought there was no reason why Canada
should not produce all the cemnent required for home use. Mr. Wm.
McNally, representing cernent importers, submitted the following state-
ment:

Of the total importations of this article about 25 per cent. comes from
Belgium and 4S per cent. from England, in casks weighing 350 lbs.,
375 lhs., and 4oo lbs. gross each. During the year 1895 the total con-
sumption in Canada was about 2ec.000 casks. or. with the Government
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