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bright and restless. He speaks very rapidly,
and ' much after the manner of French
Cmmdmus, a supo_,nbund.mce of gesture being
a noticeable feature both in. ins conversation
and his ““oratory.”  He was Born in the Red
River Settlement, but when a mere boy he
was ‘send . under ‘the patronage of Bishop
Tache to one of the Catholic colleges in Mon-
treal, wheie he completed his;'education. Tt
is said that 4t one time he intended. studying
for the priesthood, but afterwards changed

his ﬁn’nd. His powers, as a publie speaker
werémoted and favorably commented on while l
he was at college.  During his earlier days he |
sperit his tinie much as the other young men . |
of hi$ race used to do in that country in those |
days; which means a little farming andsa good 1
deal uf buﬁlﬂahuntlnz It was not until the '
auntumn of ]80() that Riel ‘eame prommently
before the pu’bhc. (His first act of rebeHwn
was When Cok: Dennis and hxs SUTVEYOrs weue
1unmng a_base’line through the prope,rty of |
some Of the anti-Canadian party. . Mr. Webb |
and his/ihen were running the ling w}mn Rxel, |
folloywed bv A party of unarimed ha}f'
put h:s fooh on the chain they were: us‘t g
mderéfl t,hem to quit wotk. They: t.ook his
advige ; and rétired, and “he next figures - ms
the hlstmy of that insurrection as leader of
the éa,rty of malc( mtents who had brected’ fhe:t
i n»ﬁhe Pembma trail atr Runtre Salle
s(-. Af October, 1509, ‘agpinst the”
; ’Qf,\I:Ieut.-}(mv Macdotigall, . Here:
the ’ B.o};l { i‘, er Rebellion began 1o take A
e AN to-ssume alarniing propor- |
¢ time John Bruce or Brouse was |
¢ "L()m.s Riel secritary 'of the! in-+|
5 'but a8 ‘a matter” of fact Riel |
rea,l le&dcr of the’ movement

pres
surgen

fmw(zpn&rv xms aver known to. thc veneml
puhh«,

THL‘ LOY &LIST LE U)EB,

’\hgm‘-(xenu.xl Middleton; . who has ;
nnhtm’) directions: of the campaign aoaixj‘t
Riel; is' comiander.of. the militia of Ca.mda. :
He first becrxme knéwn in Canada at the, t' Ve
of the Tunb affair, as'a major in the 2%]1
regii ent,

He served ten years on the staff
of (e sneral  Windham, and was afterwards |
sppointed commandant of the Royal Military
College. He has seen active seryice in New
Zealind and India, and was engaged in the
Sepoy mutiny of 1857-58. At the siege of
Lucknow he-was AD.C. to General Luard,
and his gallant conduct there gained him the
brevet of ‘“ Major.”

He was time and again specially mentioned

1 ‘“ Home Despatches” during that mutiny,
and has received the order of C.B. He was
recommended to Lord Clyde for the Victoria
Cross for two notable acts of victory.

Gen-
eral Middleton was appointed to the command
of the Canadian militia last year.

THE FIRST BATTLE.

WenNespay, March 25th.—Major Crozer,
with one hundred men, comprising mounted
police and volunteers from Prince Albert, !
while proceeding from Fort Carleton to Duck
Lake, some ten miles distant, -to regain
possession of some supplies which: had  been
surrounded there, and which the rebels had
seized at the first outbreak, came in contact
with 200 rebel half-breeds, who endeavoured
to surround Crozier's force, probably with
the intention of taking them prisoners. Not
succeeding in this they fired a volley which |
was replied to by Crozier's men. The firing
lasted some time when Crozier, finding his
men far outnumbered, retreated to Fort |
Carleton, not however, without serious loss,
twelve loyalists bemu killed and eleven \
wounded. The policemen and civilians acted |
with the greatest bravery under heavy fire.

KILLED.
REGIMENT-— |
ConsrasLe T. J. Gissox.
ConsTABLE G. P, Agrxowup,
CIVILIANS—

Carpr. Joux MEeRIToN,

W. NAPIER, a notary public of Prince
Albert.

JAMES BAKELY.

S. Narier Erviorr, a lawyer, n(,phew of |
Judge Elliott, of London, and of Hon. |
Ed. Blake.

RoBeErT MIpDLETON.

D. MAcKENZIE.

D. McPuarL, a hardware merchant from
Aylmer, Quebec

CrarLES NEWITT, a carpenter from Onmrm.

JoserH AN‘DFRSON :

ALEXANDER FISHER.

WOUNDED.
CIVILIANS—

Carr. MooRrg (leg broken) saw-mill owner,
Prince Albert,

A. MacNas.

W. R. MaRkiEY, a general storekeeper
from Ontario.

ALEXANDER STEWART, from Nova Scotia.

| Current, with

MOUNTED POLICE—
InspEctor J. Howk.
CorPORAL (GRICHRIST.
CONSTABLE (rARRETT. i
8:* F. (Gorpox, brother-m law . of Mr.
Eul e, at-one time L.dltol of the. King-
stbn Whig, ;

A. W. Suirg.

J. J. Moore.

i A MILLER

A lmter dlsp'ytch states that the hrmg was
begun by the rébels while Major Crozie¥ was
holding &p‘uley with' them under a flag of
truce. - The rebels are reported to have lost
47 killed and' wounded. - The cannon of the

M(»unbed P(\llce rendeved effective service in:

covering the retreat to” Fort Carleton. But
for them mevmnble disaster would have fol-
lowed. . i

Col. Ifvine deolc’ﬁsd t abandon the fort 4t

(Ja,rleﬁon aﬁd reinove to Prince Albert. Fort

Carléfon is ,pob defensible,’ ‘on account ; of -

bemg ‘on theriver flat, dominated by a high
|2 hill;) ):‘mn which the Tebels. could fire into iti
The- slf,un.tmn at’ Prince Albert is advartta
y '&ons f’—‘

-t/ pol

prevent falling into the rebels’ hands.

A half-breed reports that when Irving and’|

| Crd/,zex retired to Prince Albut Riel follow ed
and the half-breed is quite certain another‘ A
[ eng,agement tnok place. A,

,i

S THE SACKING OF BATTLEFORD'.

ik despatch from Battleford on March 80¢h.

said that Poundmaker, the powerful Chief ofli _‘ 

the Cree Indians, was concentrating his trlbé
in large numbers in: Battleford, 500! stmng
more coming, in all the' time, threatémnv to

_buru the  town, and take possession. of the
P A"t.ores and b‘urackq
Caih

Al the ‘women and
hil'dren' were” hm'rwd into . the* hmmcks,
and ‘all’ the anen éniolled for service; and
arms anﬁ ammumtu’m issued to: them Nearly
all, the police have been wmhdra.wn to Prince

“Albers, and the Supply of arms'is limited. «It |

a8 believed the barracks can he:’ defended
against the Indrms if tlu\ should make an
attack.

Advices from Battleford, on the 31st, show
that the situation is g(,ttmg worse. 'The
half-breeds and Indians were plundering
the stores. Mr. McKay and the Indian
agent ventured out of the barracks and re-
monstrated with them and were fired upon.
The men in the barracks think they can hold
out until relieved. They have provisions for
a month. The Stgny Indians have joined
the others and killed James Payne and Geo.
E. Applegarth, Andian instructors, and two
settlers. The buildings on thie: south side
have been burned, including the Hudson Bay
Company’s stores;: the Industrial Buildings
and Government Buildings. Colonel Herch-
ener has left Regina for Battleford, via Swift
70" mounted police and one

de_fcnce and the settlers there a;lso 5

i 94.{1{;&2&1011 Before leaving Carle,toﬁ 3
idestroyed all the stores there, and
bheffo “was set on fire by Irvine’s orders to‘l
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| watch sold.
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cannon ; he can reach there in six days if |

not interrupted.
from Duck Lake will conie to Battleford and
‘cut ‘off all communication and probably in-
terrupt Herchener. The Indians' from Fort
Pitt District between Battleford and Edmon-
ton are likely to join these at Battleford.
The wires are still broken between Battleford
and Edmonton.

The population of Battleford is not more
than 600, about one-half of whom are white.
There are some good farms in the neighbour-
hood. On the north shore from the town is

| a large stock and dairy farm, owned by two

ex-mounted policemen. It is surmised thabt
| they may be the two settlers killed in the
skirmish yesterday.

WinnipeG, April 1st.—Three bands of
Crees are now encamped on the south side of
Battleford, and these expect that Big Bear’s

Tt is feared the half-breeds |

bands and the Fort Pitt Indians will join |

them. * A family who left Batoche the day of
the fight at Duck Lake say that things are
pretty serious, and that Big Bear and Beardy,
with 1,000 armed warriors, are with Riel.
All the settlers were ordered to stay on their
farms or take up arms on pain of death.
Among the prisoners held by the rebels are
George and John Kerr, and Baker, of Walker
& Baker, operator. Thomson, and Postmaster
Mitchell of Duck Lake, together with a lot
of freighters, whose freight was confiscated.
The rebels refused to let the mail go out, and
threaten to shoot the carriers. Some settlers
coming into Battleford were robbed of their
horses, wagons and loads! Others are coming
in from the settlements in a destitute condi-
tion. Half-brceds are going towards Clarke’s
Crossing to cut"the telegraph wires to Battle-
ford,
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not approached by any other makers. A great

A SUGGESS variety of styles to select from at our present
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