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i PEACIE AND WAR.

The sending of twenty thousand American troops to
the. Mexicali border and the preparation of a practical
plan for the abolition of war are two events which Presi-
~dent Taft bas directed in the past few weeks. They illus-
trate that the best intentions may be temporarîly checked
by immediate circunistances. Canada has a double în-
terest in these happenings. Several millions of Canadian
Capital are invested in Mexico, and changes and dis-
ruption there naturally have a vital bearing on those
investments. Secondlyp the Dominion bas a close interest
12, the drafting at Washington of a new arbitration
treaty between the United States and Great Britain.
Env rnove rapidly in these days. War usually cornes

giddenly, sonietimes unexpectedly, often froni the smiall-
est provocation. That the United States and Great
Britain-both powerf ul and influential nations, one of
tbcmn with extraordinary spheres of influence, the other
with enterprise and amnbition--should not become eln-
broiled in warfare, is necessary for the world's peace
andi welfare. Canada as the leading overseas em-
pire of Great Britai» and as the geographical partner of
the United States bas no desire to become the bone of
contention. For many reasons, then, we rnay wish Secre-
tar-y of State Knox and British Ambassador Bryce the

et progress and results in preparing and consuni-
gnatng the treaty.
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fThe world was greatly astonished the other week by
an officiai announcement across the border that sonne
2o,ooo troops had been ordered to San Antonio, Texas,
to Los Angeles, and other points near the Mexicani
border, for participation, so, it was originally phrased, in
d extensive manoeuvres to try out organization and equip-
mient," the movement to embrace joint action with the
navy at Galveston. Many conjectures were made as to,
the reasorts for this action. Its warlîke appearance was
moilified by the following dispatch of the Associated
Press correspondent accompanying the President on bis
boliday journey to Atlanta:

"Ail doubt as to, the purpose of the Government in
sending 20,o0o trooips to the Mexicali border has at last
been swept away. The United States has determined that
the revolution in the republic to, the south must end. The
American, troops have been sent to, forti a solid military
Wall along the Rio Grande to stop filibustering and to, see
that there is no further sînuggling of arms and men
across the international boundary.

"There is a general belief that the rapid movement
of troops into Texas and Southern California wiUl so
speedily accon-plish its purpose that the net resuits in
the end will constitute a valuable lesson in quick mobili-
zation of an effective fighting force that wiil prove a
revelation to the country at large, to the critics Of the
army in particular, and a justification of the diplomati-
callyworded explanations that have been given out from
official, sources in Washington.


