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POLITIOS IN THE MILITIA AQAIN.AREP>ORT is current in Montreal district that Capt B3rown, of
the Royal Scots, and a graduate of the Royal Military Col-

lege, has been (leposed froni bis position as district architect to the
Mfilitia Departnment and a layrnan appointed in his place. The
feeling is consequently very intense in 'Montreal. Nearly ail of us
were very kindly disposed towards the new Governiment, because
the actions of the late Gov'errnment ini military affairs were so thor-
oughly disappointing, andi so much better things wvere promised by
this Goverrent that better things were expected. The sacrifices
made b), offcers and menî in the militia are very great, and they
are prepared to make more, but they expect some sort of recogni-
tion. If this may be taken as the policy of the newv Government,
then the proposition made somne tirne ago that the military men or-
ganize to work and fight against men supporting a Government
wbich gives thenm thîs treatment will no doubt be carried out. We
have already pointed ont that the Conservatives in a bye.eiection
%vere taught a %-er-' healthy lesson. When, on that occasion, they
were asked to canvass and do other wvork during the contest, wvith-
out exception every oid-time w~orker in the Conservative interests
inforrned the leaders that they were military men before politicians.
The Conservative Gover-nment was treating the militia badly, and
they wouid not only (Io nothing, for-, but wouid. work against them.
They kept their wvord. They voted as they said, and on two oc-
casions Liberals replaced Conservatives. This is simply a hint as
to what wvill be donc.

It is not charged that Capt. Brown is incapable or that he has
l)een an objectionable part), worker. lie supported another mili-
tary mnan-I)r. Roddick-in the election. But sup)posCe bc as,
there are any, numrber of graduates of the Royal Aiilitary College
and others quite capable of takimîg over the work. There is Arm-
strong, of the Royal Scots ; P>ope, of the Victoria Rifles ;leriot, of
the 6th Fusiliers ;Amos, U. L., R. .M.C., ail of theni- well-knowîî
architects and engineers and several of thern Liberals. An>' one of
thcmn is quite capab)le of filling the position.

What value will a report by a laynman without niilitary experi-
ence be on the rife ranges and siniilar important questions, which
are likeiy to corne before the delparitimcnt at an eariy dlate ?

'l'le feeling runs v'ery high, and whcn D)r. Borden passes>
through here he will liear pretty strongr expressions of opinion, lit
Justice to the 'Minister, it nay be said that hie is not blarned. lie
lias been away fromi the <lepartmient for sonie weeks, and another
nieniber of the G overninient has been acting Mlinister.

THE SURGEON-GENERAL.

T Hl.'. position of Suicon-C eriral of the Canadian Militia, now
vacant, lias hitherto been soniewhat of an lîomorary mie.

It should l)C so no longecr. 'Uhlose who have foilowed recent cani-
j)a.'gn-is w~ill have observed that more and more depends upon the
medical staff. \Vork il) the field is quite different froni a general
ieclical practice in the cit:, or cou ntry. N'ears of experience have

deveioped al systeni for lise ini the fiil of îvhich the ordinary doc-
toim is entîrely ignorant. li coiîsequencc the United States and
Luiropean cotintrics, and even Japan, provide a special traini ng
for iniîlîtarv nme<ical ollmcers.

C:anada so far lia, donc niotingiý. <)thcr colonies have sent
tlieir senior niedical officers to take the special course l)icscrii)e( for
thc I kitisli Armv. As Car as we kîîow~I)pt-ugo (;m~~
Rvt'rson is the only Canadian wlio is properly qualihied, anid lie
ivent to lngiand and stt<lie<i :t lus owil expense.

'l'lie new Stirgcon-( eîîeral shotul< be i)r. Ryerson, or one of his
seniors who wouild uindertake to (1ualifv lie fiuist i)e a man with
unttiri ng1 energy, for there is a great (leal oif work to (Io, and lie ivili

have mrin, sacrifices to make. There are many prejudices to
overcome before the departinent can be organized, as it should be.

Some think the senior medical officer should, get the appoint-
ment. We agree îvith this, provided he is the best man, but we
noticed sone months ago in reading the service papers published
at home that the mari appointed to the head of the department in the
Iniperial arrny "'as flot the senior, but ivas selected froni the seniors
because of his ability and merit.

HOW TO ENABLE THE OANADIAN MILITIA TO TAKE
THE FIELD.

We are glad to announce that the General Officer Commanding
lias taken the suggestion made in liiE (;AziE'.ri'î and bas ordered
Capt. A. Hi. Lee's lecture on -' Mobilization -' to 1e printed and
distributed for the information of such officers as wverc not prescrit
at its delivery at the camps this fl'al.

It is to bc hoped that the Departînent wîll also sec its way to
j)nintifig it in French.

FIRST DUMBARTON VOLUNTEER REGIMENT.

B Y a recent mail we have received copies of The ist Duiniar-
ton Regimental Gazette, the officiai organ of tlue magnificent

voluinteer regiment of that naine.

The ist I)urbarton is the voluinteer battalion of the Argyle and
Sutherland lIighlanders and is a strong- battalion of twelve corn-
panies of an average strength of one hutndred men ecdi. The
battalion is organized somcething on the plan of our- rural battalions,
having companies organized at twelve different points ini the vicinity
of Glasgow. For instance, 1,A -' conmpany is stationed at 1 lelens-
i)urgli, -' B -' Companîy at Cardross and -C '- Comipany at i)umli-
l)arton, and so on, down ta 1, Mi - Company, at Renton.

Each company bias its own headquarters andi arniory, and the
battalion assembles once a %,car for a course of instruction uinder
canvas after anl arduonus period of comipany drill at cornpany lîead-
quarters.

This )-car the annual inspection îwas held at Balloch, and the
paad state of tic reginieut on that da>', 6th Julie 1896, showed
l)rCsCut on parade i , i05 of aIl ranks, and dr-iliing îvith other corps
and on Icave, 79, nîaking a grand total of 1, 184 mii.

W\e r*egre*t that 'vaut of spacc forbids uis reprinting, an excellent
photographi of the regiment, drawn up in quarter columuii, prepara-
toi.y to insplection, as it is not often tli.it wve ini Canada sec aI regimiient
1,200 strong1ý, compI)ete ivit h baud, piliers and drummiiiers, cyclibts,
miouite(l infantrv section and ambulance corp)s. Thle full dress uni-
forin of tdie corps consists of double, trews and glengairry' iith
l)lack, cock feathers, w~hilc the ofiicers wvear the plaid ini addition.
'l'ic mci arc ail equtipp1 ed with the valise equtipmieiit and Ni;kruiii -
li enry ritles, and ccrtainiv inakc a mnagnificent appearauice ou
p'arad~e.

'l'lie w~riter reilemlbers îvithl l)ICaslire- a isit i)ai<i to tue;a riliori' of
A '' omanv.atil cltiinr' der the ouiiim f i lenit.

hIl)ucamî , wlîo ivas ini NIlontreal a yc'ar ago on lus rctum h I'r< un the
scelle of the cuba I rebelliomil. 'l'ie equîiiîmcmeit ini t le sto>res \v as found
ilcat anîd dlean, auid cvcrl- tlling ead to permit of the Comnpany
taking the field at once Nvitlîhac-)Itcms-is villîses and ail.
The arnmory hll cami be converted inmto a capital gvinsînand a
go1od-sîzeil stage permîlîts of herstletiast.,îinîg hld tiiere;
ail of wvhichli as a tendency to popu)~laiAe the' force n itiî the public.

\Ve hope, unde,' the nie%% reginie at ( >ttawa, to soon l)e able to
point with e(juai pride to the stores of our oN'mî volunlteers-al
ready for- irumiiediate uise anied vtîn of the latest pattern ind
rnlost Su1itai)le desig~n.


