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even go as far as to tear off thic dressings anci pull on the sutures.
If cxcitcd, tlcy wvill chiatte inccssantly, and if irritable thecy May
become vcry disturbed and noisy. Dieting thecse patients, owing
to thicir insane desires and cravings, is oftcnl troublesorne. if lot,
satisfied wvîth the food preparcd for thicm they will vcent tlieir'dis-
pleasuirc by br-caking the dislics,stoining at the nurses, and making
thcemsclves greli rally disagrecablc. he thicrmiomctcr is almost
invariably uscd iii thc axilla, and evenl this simnple procedure is
repugnant to iany of thcm, and a broken thermomctcr at tim-es
registers their dislike to such procccdings. This little instrument
is sonietimeis r-cgardcd witli deep suspicionl as liaving the pover- to
produce ail Icinds of cle:ctric shocks and cvii influences upon thicir
porsuns. I have knlown a patient on whorn the thermorneter wvas
useci, per mnouth, 1 )rodUcc in a fcv da3's a semni-circular ulcer
ex-ýtendinig under the edgc of the toi-igue, induced by biting and
cliafing it %vitli thc teeth, and then blamed the thcr-nrnmter as
being tic cause, and clenouriced the nurse as hiaving ulterior dcsigns
on lier. Passive resistance lias oftcn to be overcome bcfore a
catlieter cati bc passed or- a paticnt spongred. It is flot unuisual
for a patient to wcet sliets and soul dressings, ncccssitating frequent,
clianigingç,. I have known patients get exceedlingly angry if flot
allowcd to gct out of bcd soon after a severe abdominal operation.
No amounit of persuasion %vili induce others to take inedicine. In
the course of subscquent treatinent, it requires eternal vigilance,
cnclless patience, combined îvitl tlîc unlimitcd tact of tlîe nurses
%v1îo have clharge of tliese special cases. I may say tlîat %vithout
cariieful, conscien ions nurses, trained especially for the management
of tliese cases, the work wvoul cIb a dismal failure.

As an offset to thiese difficulties of surgery among asylumn
1pa-tiF,.:îts thiere are some advantages in the fact that tlîey are
insane, viz:

L. Adivantao-es.-Little or no shock, as a mile, succeecîs even a
proionged and dangerous operation, and post-operativc pain is
rarely complainied of. No doubt tlîe clîanged mental condition
and tlîe iinsensitivencss of thie nervous system accounits for thîis.
The majority of tliese cases make a good and rapid convalescence.

2. Anotlier advantage is tlîat, exccpt in occasional cases, thc'
regimen laid out for tlîcm is strictly adilîered to, iii spite of ail
whîims and fancies.

3. Again, ether narcosîs is very quiclcly recovered from in the
insane. A gentie slapping of flic face wvil1 quickly arouse the Most
profoundly anesthetized patient and very little nausea or vomiting
occurs subs.-quent to the use of ether. I May say in tlîis connec-
tion that after an experienice of about six lîundred etherizations 1
have nieyer seen an insane patient made mentally xvorse or in any
%vay mentally ir-nproved as a direct resuilt of tlîe anesthesia.
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