
DOMIN'ýION MEDICAI MOýNTH-LY

The crude hydroehlorie acid at this timie had been iinpregnated
with arsenic. The elheinical expert rapidly explained how arsenicai
fumes wvoffd thuns be given ýoff, anid the man fail a victill to one
forni of industrial poisoning.

-Mrs. Byrne stood free. As Walter llart had predicted, the
crowd eheered bier in spite of the prompt call of the court for order.
Thev were both roiunly cheereil wherî he passed quiekly to bier
side, for the jindge ininediately disniissed the case.
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The therapeutie uses of petroleum for internai administration
are almost as old as history itseif. Herodotus and Piiny both refer
to it in1 tlieir writings as a liquid with medicinai properties of con-
siderable value. During the eighteenth and early nineteenth cen-
turies, travellers in Russia, Roumania, Bavaria, South America and
other couintries where oil wells are sitiiated refer in their writings
to the consumption of liquid bitumen, white naphtha, or St. Quir-
mnus 's oil, by the natives as cures for various diseases. On the other
hand, since the time that paraffin was introduced into Europe f or
iigliting purposes, medical literature has abounded in references to
cases of accidentai poisoning and attempted suicide by swallowing
of the crude oil. This fact explains the very natural prejudice
many people at first evinced at taking the purified form of paraffin
by the mouth for medicinai purposes.

My first acquaintance with the uses of the more reflned and non-
toxie varieties of paraffin dates from the year 1893, when petroleum
in the f orm of an emulsion was brought to my notice as a substi-
tute for cod liver oul in the treatment of consumption and wasting
diseases. Under the late Dr. W. B. Cheadie 's directions 1 gave this
new emulsion a prolonged and careful trial in several cases of tu-
berculous disease in children who were warded ln St. Mary's Hs-
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