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3RS YNARLY I'N ADVANGE:

To all country subscribers, Two Dollars,” If the
subsoription i¢ not recewed at the expiration of
the year then, "a case the paper be’ contiouned, the
tarms shall be-Two Dollars and a-balf.

To all ‘subscribers whose papers, are delivered by
carriers; Two-Dollars and'a-half, in advance ; and
if not renewed at the end of the year, then, if we
continne sending the paper,tibe subacription shall

ba Three Dollara.
Tho Trus WiTnsss can be had at the News Depots.

Single copy 28.

- We beg t0 remind our Correspondents that no
\etlers will be taken out of the Post-Office, unless
],-‘rc-puid. .

Y3 The figures after ench Subscriber's Address
every week shows the date to which he hag paid
up. ‘Thus * Jous Jonss, August '63,’ shows that
he has paid up to August 63, and owes his Sub-
soription FROM THAT DATE.
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"HONTREAL, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3.

RECCLESTASTICAL OALENDAR,
NOVEMBER— 1865.

I'riday, 2 —Of the Octave,

Saturday, 4=—3¢. O. Borromeo, B, 0.
Sunday, 5 —~Twenty-Second after Pentecost.
Monday, 6—0Of the Octave.

Tuesday, T—Of the Octave.

Wedneaday. 8 ~Octave of All Bainta.
Tharsday, 9 Dedieation of Ohureh of 8.

The * Forty Hours” Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrameat will comumence as follows :—

Friday, 3—St Chasles de Lacheuaie.
Suoday, 5 ~ Church at Cotesn St. Louis,
Tuesday, 7—S¢. Louis de Terrebonne.
‘Thuraday, B—3t. Martin,

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

Femanism is becoming somewhat of a bore.—
“I'iere 1s a dreary monolony about the arrests
aud prelimiary exammations, and we care not
therefore to inflict these things upon our readers.
One case is just like another,and after all saud and
done, 1t 1s not easy to make out what the Fenians
in [reland really proposed to themselves. An
josurrection in Ireland, whilst England was stil]
at peace with the rest of the world, can scarcely
fave been contemplated ; and it 1s most probable
that they rehed upon a rupture betwixt Great
Britain and the United States, as the preliminary,
essential to an uprising w Ireland. That this
plan is abandoned it would be imprudent to
affirm j indeed there are, who shake their beads
knowingly, and who assert that, not in Ireland,
but in Canada, is the initiative to be taken ; that

with the close of the navigation Feman raids, un-
authorised of course by lhe American authorities,
will be made upon Cauadian soil, with the view
of provoking to war betwixt the two countries,
siace such raids would in all probability lead to
reprisals, angry recriminations, and acts of open
hostilty. Nothing, however, of the Fenian pro-
gramme bas as yet been officially made public,
but we suppose that the British authorities are 1n
full possession of the Society’s secrets.

Mr. Seward’s friends deny positively the as-
serion of the Times that the above named
Mimster gave the formatien to the British
Goverpment upon which the late arrests were
made. Mr. Seward limself, when questioned
upon this matter, gives but an evasive answer, of
answer which is susceptible of either ar affirma.
five or a negatwe interpretation. He merely
5ays that, now as beretofore, he will leave.it * to
an iotelligent couatry and a candid world” to
vindicate his charzcter against calumnies. _

"The vopage of Mr. Caleb Cushirg to England
is supposed to be connected with the claims
urged by Mr. Adams on Lord Russell, for an
indemnpity from England for damages milicted
during the war betwixt the Northera and South.
ern States, by vessels of toe Confederate Navy
upon Federal commerce. It 18 thougkt in some
quarters that the authorities at Washington wil!
close with the proposal of Liord Russell to sub-
mit all questions of damages arising out of thbe
late war lo the arbitration of Comrmssioners ;
aod from the tone of the press it is evident that
at the pregent moment the people of the United
Stotes, though nspired with feelings of the most
bitter hostiity as towards England, are not
anzious for war. They would fain postpone it
{0 a more convenient season, when their owa do-
inestic troubles shall bave been settled.

The European political news 1s devoid of io-
terest.  ‘The -Papal Allocutiom 13 of course
warmly discussed. Some there are who, in the
absence therein of any direct mention made of
Ttaly, pretend to find in the Allocution symptoms
ol a readiness, on the part of tbe Holy Father,

to compromise matters with the Revolution.

There canbe no doubt that Cholera has de-
clared 1tself io the centre of France, and in Eng-
land. The notion that the ravages of the des-
troyer would be limited to the basin of the Me-
diterranean, bas been abandoned ; and judging
from 1he course hitherto pursued by the epidémic,
we may reasonably look for its visit to this Con-
tivent with the return -of warm weatber, when
from.the neglected and filthy condition of Mont-
real ‘and our other: large cities, . death will no
doubt reap 'afnfl’ch‘ harvest. - Meanlim_e, our Cor-

- BRI I [
poration :fold their hands .{or;é‘ lilile more slum-
ber, nnd make.not ;an;effort worth mentioning to

diseasg prodicing nuisances: with which tne City
swarms. They will squaiider hundreds of thousaunds
of dollars for enlarging ‘and embellishing the
business thoroughfares and'the wealthy quarters;
but they seem to have neither. care to give, nor
‘money to spend upon districts where the poor
man dwells, and where of course pestilence will
first declare itself. We speak of Cholega as a
« yisitation of God.” Without 10 any sense repu-
diating the term, it is equally true thatitisin 2
great measure lhe consequence of our own ne-
glect, our owa apathy, our own slupidity and
violation of the first laws of cleanliness, and our
systematic disregard of the dictates of commor
sense and common decency. It is uojust to lay
upon Providence the blame which should rest
with our own inert .and inefficient Civic autho-
rities.

A # special telegram™ to the Montreal Herald
of Monday asserts the existence of Fenianism in
Quebec, and adds that meetings of the Society
have been held in that City. We are loath to
credit this statement. We can believe that in
Ireland there is great disaffection agawst ‘he
British (Government amongst subjects of Her
Majesty. That in the Uaited Stales, amongst
men of Irish ongin and of Irish descent, who owe
no allegiance to the Queen, sentiments of rancor-
ous batred towards a country at whose kands
their ancestors have suffered miny wrongs prevail,
is by no means unhkely ; butit is extraordinary
if, in Canada, where there exists-not a single po
liteal or soctal grievance for which the Gavern-
ment is responsible, where on the contrary the
Irishman, no matter what his creed, stands upon
a footing of perfect equahty with all lus fellow-
subjects, there should really be men so wicked, or
rather so insaoe as lo conspire for the overtbrow
of the beneficent Government wlhich prateets
them, and against which they have not even the
shacow of a cause for complaint. This is no
question of party politics ; and whatever may be
urged in bebalf of Fenianism in Ireland, or i the
United States, the Canatdian Fenian 1s a inean
spirited traitor, who, by his treachery, shovs
that he is as uaworthy of, as he 1s unabie to ap-
preciate, the blessings of a just and beneficent
government—of a government under which JIrish-
men in general, and Irish Catholes in particular,
enjoy an amount of liberty not surpassed i any
country, equalled in few, and to which there 1s
no approach even in the Northern States of the
Amenican Uaton.

Whilst upon this subject 1t is perhaps as well
to show our readers in what light Fecians, those
amongst tham especially who have the impudence
and inconsistency to call themselves Catholics,
in spite of tbeir virtual apostacy, are looked upon
in the U, States. In a late number of the New
York New Nation, we find an editorial article
on this bead—fcom which we make some ex-
tracts. “The writer says:—

« Here now we are speaking of the Irish riff-raff’;
tbat ignorant Priest Ridden poputace which controls
the city of New York, elects her rulers, squanders her
public funds, disgraces ber councils, shames her un-
cieni name. Of the independent, ioteligent unbi-
goted [rishmen in New York, aod in the nation we
pave oo cause to complain Of the Fenian Brotber-
hood’ we shall not utter a diaparaging word. The
' Brotherhood,' and the Lrish ‘Protestant Association
are all that i3 left of an Irish soul. The restisa
corpse already offensive, gmelling of the prutridity
of slavery, and the rank mould of copperhead demo-
cracy, But the Fenian Brotherbocd,’—like its prede-
cessor, the A. P. A'—is a gallant protest against
slaveocrats of all kinds. Its principles aze aggressive
upon Popedom and Papacy because those powers
conflict with the independence of man. A true Fe-
Dian, while be is a staunch Catholic, is no cowering
slave of the ‘Oonfessional, and no prejudical dupe of
Tammany or Mozart politicians. A irue Feniun re-
cognizea the right of sli races to be free and to geek
tor huppineas onder law and goodjGovernment. In
effect the Fenian Brotherhood strikes for a universal
republic. Hereefter, then, in whatever we may write
tonching the Hibernisns in New York and America,
let there be an understood distinction. We shall
make no war upon the progressive and 1ruly demo-
Inshman —who i3 neither priest led uor party led.
But ugainat the Irish scum, who band themselves as
Irish against all reform, all liberty, all entightnement
—t0 the ruio of onr cities, and the peril of our republic
—we shall not besitate to fight « loutrance

Thus by its own friends and champions the
principles of Femanisim are declared to be ¢ Ag-
gressive upon Popedom and the Papacy’’—in a
word, identical with the priaciples of the Swad
dlers. Tius is surely a nice nut for Quebec Fe-
nians, il any such there be, to crack. ¥rom the
tone of the above our readers may also deduce
what are the feelings eateriawmed by Yankees
towards all 1rish Cathelics who are still faithfalf
to their religion, and who bave not sold them-
selves to the ¢ Spupers.”

The Special Correspondent of the London
Times, wniting from Fredericton, New Bruas-
wick, aod treating of the measures adopted by

'] the Legislature to eac ourage the destruction of

bears, tells the following very escelient story,
which seems to be almost too good to be true :—

Pricr to the year 1850 a law was in force by which
a bounty of $3 was oaid to every person who produ-
ced the snout of & bear and made oath before a ma-
gistrate that he Lad .slain it. The bounty was for
the most part claimed by the Indians, of wham about
1,100 remain in the province. OQu inveatigation it
waa discoverad thut & large propertion of the suputs
wers made of caoutchouc and gutta-perchs, and were
expressly manufactured to defraud the Government
of New :Brunawick by the unserupulous Yankees in
Maine, who sold t3em to the [ndians at kaif a dellar
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" As a specimen of evangelical Hilulesce, of
that.loosepess of speech withi which.our fnends
the saints are invariablj attacked when they at-
tempt to take stock of thew Romish Missions,
Watness, of a late date) can bardly: etsurpassed :

“ Since ‘the beginning of January last, over nine
thousand wisits have been paid by the Missionaries of
the Society”—(the French Qanadiau Missionary Bo-
ciety)— “over. six thousand tracts, sod six hundred
copies of the Word bave been circulated, and over
five hundred meetings have been held, The door ia
opening, the rock is breaking, God is challengicg
His penple”—that is to say the editor of the only re
ligious daily paner in the world, and the frequenters’
of his conventicle—' to greater diligence and hope_
fulness, saying to'them ic Hia Providence,” &c., &c

‘We peed not contince this si‘lly tirade, whose
absurdity is only equalled by its impiety ; but let
us just ask what there is 1 the statistics $iven
above to show that the Catholic Canadians of
Lower Canada are about to abacdon their re-
ligion for the cant of the French Capadian Mis-
sionary Society 7 There have been, in the first
place, “ nine thousand visits paid”’—but we are
not told tn how many instances the impertinent
and intrustve wisitors were kicked out of doors.
Counting each member of the evangelical so-
cieties who went on board the Irench men-of-
war at Portsmouth, with gilt-edged bibles and
tracts, as * one visit,” a good many visits were
paid during the late festivities ; but he would be
sanguine indeed who should thence leap to the
conclusion that the sailors of the Freach navy
were about to embrace DProtestantism. The
number ol visits then paid by the Agents of * our
society” to Catholics affords no criterion ol the
rehgious proclivities of the latter. The same
may be said of the pumber of bibles and tracts
distributed. In Italy, as the T7mes tells us, the
people receive: what their visitors call the
“ Word of God™ gladly, * because the leaves of
the books distributed are admirably adapted for
cigarettes ;” and, as * to the five bundred meet-
ings beld,’ these prove nothing, unless it be
shown that they were numerously attended by
persons who once were, and who, but for the
labors of the French Canadian Missionary So-
ciety, still would be, Catholies. All that the

sta Ustics given by the Wauiness prove is this :
That the French Canadian Missionary Society
bas, durisg the last mne montbs, gratuitously dis-
tributed a large amount of waste paper, of which
a good deal has beea left at our doors, and for
which we return thaoks to the generous docors.

As boys in the dark, being afraid of ghosts,
will whistle to keep their spirits up, so must our
friends of tbhe French Canadian Missionary So-
ciety, in their periodic bulletins, Jleign to be
sreatly encouraged, and strengthened, and edi-
fied by the results of their labors. They are not
quite so impudent—rfor 1f they were they would
be exposed al once—they are not quite so m-
pudent as to assert that they have actually done
anything ; but they iusinuate always, as they have
done any time for the [ast ceatury, that they
are Just on the eve of accomplishing something
great. If they have not as yet entered 1nto the
promised land and taken possession, at all eveants,
so runs the formula, a great gate has been open-
ed for them; the day is beginning to dawa, and
the higlt to chase away the darkness of mght;
the sun of Protestant righteousness, if not ac-
tually risen, 1s on the very verge of the horizon,
where that wteresting and hard-worked luminary
still sticks, being apparently unable to get up
any higher ; and, as an appropriate finale, the
name of the Lord is blasphemously forged as in-
dorser of their bogus notes which they force upon
the market in order to rawse the tunds.

For it 1s nol uncharitable to say 1t—the men
who write and publish this flatulent trash, are,
and konow that they are, nmpostors, trymng to
raise money upon false preteaces ; and preteaces
so false that there is not one of them but that
knows in his beart that he is a bypocrite and a
liar befare the Liord. This may, at first blush,
seem a hard saying, but we are prepared to verify
it, and out of their own mouths.

The passage in the Witness quoted above, 1s
the sequel to a somewhat lengthy article headed
« Invitation to Prayer on Behalf of the
French Canadian Missionary Society's Oper-
ations in Lower Canada.® As an incenlive to

such prayer the writer says :—

# A wmillion of cur fellow-subjecta are atill in dark-
ness, living without God, and without hope ia the
world.”

Now, we assert that the writer did not, when
he penned the above, himseif believe that his
fellow subjects, to whom he alladed, because they
were Catbolics, ¢ lived without God and without
hope in the world.” No Protestant really be-
lieves this: no Protestant would dare to as-
sert this directly, or to deny that even Catholics,
that even French Canadian Catholics may be
saved—which they could mot be, if 1 that
they were sincere and practical Catbolics, belies-
g all that their Church teaches, and practising
all that she commands—they were necessarily
# without God, and withou!l hope.”” Every Pro-
testant can be torced to admit that a Fenelon may
be saved ; and there is not one who would dare
seriovsly, to maintain the proposition -that men
like Newman and Manning and the late lamented
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster were men
who lived in darkoess, without God, and without

hope ; and yet these men were, 2and are, sincere

the following, winch we copy from the Montreal

Catbolics, giving a full” 1aceilectual asseat to all

rlbe teachings of the Rap'zishk Churchyand to the
uimost of their abilitiea conforming their lives to.

ber precepts,’ Sy ]

" Now if meo such as the above named may
be saved, though Catholics, and if all Freach
Canadians are ¢ in darkness, living without God,
‘and without bope in the” world,” it follows that
they are 1o that lamentable coniition, not  be-
cause they are as was Fenelon, as are a New-
man and a Manniog at the present day, that is to
say Catholics, sincere and farthful Roman Catho-
jies, humble, dutifu! children of the Church—but
because they are something else ; because they
are either non-Catholics, or Catholies 1gnorant of
the doctrines, and heedless of the maral precepts
of the religion which they profess; aad. s this
case, the object of every Christian man should
be to instruct them i the Catholic faith, and to
exbort them to a practical fulfilment of their
morai and religious duties, and not to still farther
de Catholicize them. Ina word, out of ther
own mouths would we convict the writer 1n the
Montreal Witness of wilful avd deliberate false-
hood, by propesing to him such questions as
these :—% You pretend that your Catholic fel-
low citizens are in darkness, hving without God
and without bope in the world. Tsit because
they are, or because they are not, sincere, intel-
ligent, and practical Catholics that they are m
this Godless and desperate condition 7’ Were
our opponents to assert thatit is because they
are sincere, intellizent, and practical Catholics,
that all Freach Canadians outside of the pale of
the French Canadian Missionary Society, live
without God, and are hopelessly cozsigned to the
devil—we should point out to bim, that, upon the
same principle, he must consign to hopeless in-
evitable dawmoation, all Catholics; and that by
lus showing such a one as Fenelon, whom, as a
general rule, Protestants profess to admire, was
a man plunged in thick darkaess, who lived and
died without God and without hope. Were be,
on the contrary, to pretend that 1t was because
the French Canadians are not sincere, intelligent
and practical Catholics; but because they are
ignorant of the teachings of their Church and
false to ber precepts, that they are Godless and
without hope, we should point out to him that be
had made out a case not for convertizg French
Canadians to Protestantism, but for nstructing
and confirming them in tbe Catholic Faith.

We will not at present insist upon the moral
superiority as a general rule, of those millions of
our fellow subjects situng in darkoess, living
Godless and hopeless in the world, over the en-
lightened race that seeks to confer upon them the
boon of tracts apd an * open bible.”” Tsat
moral superiority 1s indeed amply confirmed by
the statistics of the Provincial Penitentiary ; and
we only allude to it en passant to show how lit-
tie—it the writer 1o the Witness 13 worthy of
credit—light, gospe! light, God, and hope in the
eternal verities have to do with morality ; but
we revert to a challenge which we harve often
thrown out te our Protestant opponents, and
which hitberto they bave prudently declined to
accept. If Catholics, in that they believe all
that therr Church believes and teaches, seithe®
more nor less, in the rehgious order, are neces-
sarily in darkoess in that order, without light
without God, without hope—(as the Witness
pretends)—then must it be because of some culpa-
ble omission, or sin by defect, on the part of the
Church’s teachings. We therefore reiterate our
challenge to the Witness and its friends of the
French Canadain Missionary Society, to adduce
any ope positive truth, any ose doctrine a belief
1 which 1s, according to them, essential to the
Christian character, and to salvation, which the
Catholic Church does not in her symbols, and
Catectisms unequivocally teach; and expliculy
epjon upon all ber children asa vital doctrine:
unfeigned belief 1 which is essential to salvation.
Of course, it no_ such positive truth, or doctrine
can be adduced; the charge that the Catholic
Chuch sins by defect, or culpable omission, n her
teachiog must be abandoned ; and as all the doc-
trines contaiped In the symbol knowa as the
Apostles Creed, as well as in that known as the
Nicene Creed, are doctrines with which every
Catholic clild in Canada, from the first dawn ot
Ins intellect, is famihar, and to wiich,as a Ca-
tholic, be must yield bis intelligent and uareserv-
ed assent, it follows that, accordiog to that sec-
tion of the Protestant world which 1s represented
by the Witness and the French Canadian  Mis~
sionary Society, there is some religtous truth not
expressed n either of the above named Creeds,
a belief in which is so important, so essential to
the Christian character, and to eternal life, that
he who is ignorant thereof, 1s as one in darkness:
bereft of all light, without God, and without
hape.

What is that truth?  This is what we call
upon our opponents, the maligners of their French
Canadian fellow-citizens, to declare ; and this they
cannot do, and will not attempt to do, so con-
scious are they of thewr own mendacity, 'Chey
may try to shuffle out of the dilemma under a
cloud of ambiguous words ; but'a clear straight
forward answer such as honest mea delight in,
and knaves hate as the devil hates holy water:

they cannot, and will not attempt to give. ' Out

of their own lips, or out of their very'-sile,qce then

we convict thet‘of falsebood, wilful and deliber-
‘ate falsehood, when they pretend to justify their

‘Missions to the French Capadians’ by the plea

that all Catholics necessarily are, i that they

are Catholics, believing—neither less nor more—

all that the Catholic Cburch believes and teaches
pluaged in thick darkness, living as men deprived

of all light, ¢ without God and without kope in
the world.” ‘

It is very ludicrous, and very bumihating to
the Catholic to see a journal which, as does the
Dinerve, selts itself up as the champion of sound
principles—Zes bons principes — coualepancing,
in any manner, the foolish, or rather pernicious
endeavors of the liberal philanthropists to rescue
the criminal, Stanislas Barreau, froin the doom
which the law of map, no less than the law of
God, awards hin, and which no criminal ever
more richly deserved. In Ins case there was no
one extenuating feature ;3 no circnmstance of
horror, of cruelty, of deliberate malice, of perfidy
and cowardice was wanting to make up one of
the most Lideous and disgustieg crimes oo re-
cord. There 13 not one word that can be urged 1
his favor ; and yet, from fear, we suppose, of of-
fending some of its patrons, the high-toaed, sanc-
umonious JMznerve endorses the petition which
has been got up and hawked about the City, in
order to prevail upon the Executive to sommute
sentence of death, pronounced by the Coury -
upon the most atrocious of crimwals, into m.
prisoment.  Does the Minerve really under-
stand the gravity of its lapguage? aand-that, in
substance, 1t amounts to nothing less than a con-
demnation of the death penalty ?

For how, or upon what pretence, could the
Governmeat, which should permit a doublys
trebly dyed murderer hke this Barreau to escape

‘the just pupishment of bis crimes, ever again

allow the death penalty to be ioflicted ? Itis
scarce credible that a case so lideous 1o all its
features as that of this convict Barreau shal]
ever again be reproduced in Caoada; and if the
perpeirator of the greater, the more atroctous
murders, be allowed to escape the gallows, how,
or with what sbow of consistency, can a mmor
criminal hereatter be sent to the scoflold?  This
proposed tampering with the law, or rather with
the execution of the law’s behests, is pregoant
with most dangerous comsequences. It is cruel
aod unjust to Society, cruel and uajust to the
criminal himseif.

For very cruel are the teader mercies of the
liberal and of the philanthropist, especially to the
crimipal.  Viewed f{rom a Christian, and a Ca-
tholic staad pomt, the death of the murderer on
the scaffold is not only a salutary protection to
Society against cut-throats; but to the criminal
himself it is the best and most appropriate expia-
tion of his sws that he can offer to God, 1f ac-
cepted with the proper dispositions, and united,
in spirit, to the great sacrifice offered once for
us all upon the cross. Why then rob the mue-
derer, the eruninal who stands so preatly m need
ot an appropriate penance upoa earth, of this, the
best, the only chance he has, of expiating 1n some
manner his violations of the divine law? why,
out of a ridiculous, mandlin, and essentially anti-
Christian tenderaess for Lis boay, would yru ex-
pose his soul to the risk of an eternal death 7—
Has the Minerve well considered these things?
—has 1t studied the question of the death penalty
from a Catholic stand poiot, aod in connection
with the Church’s teachings respecting pepance,
purgatory, and the forgiveness of sins ?

Or has the Minerve, have any of our philan-
thropists, ever considered the hideous moral ef-
tects of long protracted mmprisonmeat upon cri-
minals subject to 117 We cannot for decency’s
sake, we dare not, lift even a corner of the veil
which conceals the unspeakable abomwmations of
the prison house, of the felon’s cell from public
gaze ; but this we say, that pawful as must be
the task of coademcing a fellow creature iu the
vigor of msage to a sudden and 1gnominious death,
yet, knowmg as we know what “imprisonment
for li{e” implies, we would rather, ten thousand
fold, pronounce sentence of animal death upon
our brother man, than condemn him to tha moral
death, with the unmentionahle turpitudes, of the
Peniteatiary. We can believe w the siucerity
and the acceptability of a repentance upon the
scaffold, even whilst the bangman’s fingers are ul-
ready busy with the pesitent’s throat : but what we
canaot believe in is the moral refarmation of the
adult crininal doomed to long years of imprison-
ment io the Penitentiary. The mercy waich the
Minerve proposes to extend to the body of
Barreau 18 mercy exercised at the expence of
s soul,

Of all punisiments that the wit of man ever
dewised thatof long protracted periods of impri-
sonment is, without exception, the most perni-
cious to Society, the most cruel and pernicious
to the crimival. It does not possess one single
good quality ; it answers aot one of those ends
which justfy Sociely in punishing its peccant
members. It is costly ; it burthens honest men
with the support of the lazy and vicious : it takes
the bread out of the moutk of many an wmdus-
trious artisan with whom the enforced labor of
the convict comes in to injurious competition ¢ 1t



