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THE VISBLE CEURCE

founded on Peter by Our Saviour,

DECISIONS OF GCOUNCILS.

The Papacy Previous to Nice,

Poinre O'NEIL, in the Baltimore QOatholic
Mirror,

THR CHURCH VI[SIBLE,

This command Christ glves to His Apos-
tles—* Gia ye thersfore and teach all nations,
baptizipg them in the name of the Father and
of the San, and of the Hely Ghost, teachlng
them 1> observe ail things whetiesver I he.ye
oommanded, aed behc11 ] am with you to the
consummation of the world.” (Matt., xxvil,
19 20). Here is a Oburch minlstry and » oom:-
miselon extending t» oll times and to all
places,  Cbrlat, spesking of an l-'ﬂ"endlng
brother, saye (Matt,, xvid, 17): * Tell tho
Church, and if he will not hear the Churech,
Ict him ba to thee as the heathen and publi-
osn.” The Church mast be visible, else bow
could one tell it snytslng, St John (1 Ep
Iv, 6) givea the trua criterion regsrding truth
_ % Wa are of Ged. He that knoweth God,
heareth ns ; he thst is not of God heareth us
not; by thle we know the epirit of
trath and the splri of error.” Chrlst, apenk.
fog t» his discipl:s onthe Monnt sald { Matt,
v. 14 )—** Y. arn the light of the werld, A
clty that ls set cpon a mountain cannet be
bid.” Sr. Petsr established his seat at Anti.
och and here the dlsclples were first celled
Christdans. (Acts, xt, 26), Altarward Sy,
Peter sranefsrred hie seat t> Rame. Avd the
white bunice , w'h the Iosignla of the keys,
at St. Peter's chalr {a ¢ ill there after elgh ton
o.n'orles are gona,  You will oheerva the
commission to the Apostles embraces wll
natlons and all time ; the crmmiseion fe con-
tinuous and not to dlewith the Apostles. The
univarsality of the Chureh was declared in
its very title deeds—universality as to time
and as to place. The commisslon waz to
seach all thinga He had tsught. He says:
T am with you all days, even to the cen-
aummation of the world.” If this promise bas
fatied then Chri-t is not God, Christianity is
a fxtlare, and the Bible a mere fable, When
the diviae promiea faile, falth muat cease,
Thers are some Chrictians who bave the
temerity to Insfst that Chriat’s words have
farl:d and this is a 8in against faith. Christ
sgaia says (St. Jobo, xx): ¢ As the Father
seut Me, I nleo seod you." Hers Is the
strengezt chaln of anthorlty. Agsio he says
{Luke 10): **He that heareth you beareth Me,
and he that despla.t you deepiseth Me, and
he that deeplscth Me, despieesh Him that
sent Me.” Thus the Apostles were intimately
sssooiated with Chrent in the werk of the
Church. ¢ He tant drapleeth you desplsita
Me.” Heeald, Woa tlio liara shat, * taey
golog forth presched everywhere, the
Lord co-operating wlth them, and confirm-
ing sbe word by signs that fcliowed." (Mark,
xvi, 20). Here we find the Cburch estab
lished and performing her great minslen,
i. e, preaching the Gaspel to every orea.
ture, And bsfore Ohrist’s ascenslon thia
Church commissloned to teach sll natlonr,
and to continue teaching to the end, Is organ.
izad and at work, and He who had sald of

Himeelf, “I am tw light of the werld,”
gays to these Apostles, ** Ye are the
light of the world.” He ®avs

farther Jto them (S Johm, xiv., 16-17):
<] shall ask the Father and He shall give
you another Paraclet, that He may ablde
with you forever, the splrit of Troth, whom
the world oannot receive, oto.” This
glves asmurance that the Church, which was
to teach to the condummution of agee, counld
not teach error, beosuse the Spirlt of Truth
would abide with her forever. Has Christ's
worda failed In thie also? If no what la left
§o belleve? St. Paul tella us *‘the Oburch
Is the pillar and ground of truth,” St. Paul
belleved the worde of the Savionr. This
Apostle tells na (Celos,, f.), that Ohrist In
¢ the Head of the body, the Chureh . . .
that In all things He may hold the primaoy."
1s It possible that a body of which Chrlet ie
the head counld became corrupt ? If He ceases
to he head how can He hold the primacy in

/¢t alf thloge.” Ie there any{arther or et ong-
or proof needed that Ohrist eatablished a
«Chuarch unfalling ae to time and nnerring as
80 dootrins?

THE PRIMACY OF PETER,

It wonld not consist with the proper order
-of things if Obrist bad left the Church with.
eut a visible head. The Saocred Soripturea
abundantly tostify that eunr Saviour made
St. Pator in partionlar the foundation of the
Churoh, and endowed him with sapremacy of
jurlsdictieninalithings, When Stmonhad firat
beenbrought tu Jesns by his brother Andrew,
Jesus had Jocked npon him apnd sald : **Thou
art Simon Barjona ; thon skalt be oalled
Cephas, which 1a interpreted Peter—a rock.
When Jesus had asked the dieciples as to the
opiolon of men regarding Him, He then said
to them : ** But whom do you say that I
am 1’ Here Peter anawared for the Apostles
and sald : “Thou art Chrlst, the Son of the
lving God.” This was the firat confesslon of
the Incarnatlon, Aund Jesus answering, sald
+3 bim : *“Blessed art thou, Simen Bar-jona,
because flosh and blood hath not revesled It
to thee, but My Father who Is in heaven,
And I say to thes : That thou a1t Peter, and
upon this rock L will build My Church, and
the gater of hell shall not prevail against it.
And I wili give to thee the keya of the king-
dom of heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt
blod upen earth it shall be bound alse In
heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loore upon
enrth it shall be loosed also In heaven,” (St.
Matt., xvl,) Hore we find that Peter {s made
by vartiolpation the corner-stene of My

Church ; he s glven the primacy nannuoch’

as he holds the keye, and the presidency of
the Apostles by virtue of the keye, and a
promize Ia oconveyed that the gates of hell
shall not prevall agalnst what ¥ My Church,
built upon Peter, the Rock., There are some
Obristians whe belleve Obriat’s words have
tailed in this promise slao. QOur Lord eapecl-
ally prayed for the Apostle Peter thus:
“Simor, Simeon, behold Satan has deaired to
have you, that he may aift you as wheat, but
I bave prayed for thee, that thy faith fall no,
snd belng once oconverted, confirm thy
brethren.” He is made head and primate
of tae Church, (Luke, xxii, 31.32.) Here
Peter receives a pastoral power and aanthorisy
over the Apostles to confirm them in the
falth, Thua Pater was the first to confess
hla falth in Ohrist ; the first to preach
Chriat’a resurrection (Acts, ii, 14) ; the firat
to convert the Jews (Acte, i1, 37-41); the
firat to receive the Gentlles (Acts, x, 47).
St. Matthew, in numbering the Twelve, com-
mences with Pater (x, 2) : ** Now the names
of the Twelve Apoitlea are these : Tae first
Simen, who Is called Peter. Ia S%. Joha
(xxl, 15) Obriat receives the triple oenfessien
of Peter’s love to atome for his former triple
denial of Him before Caiphae, and thrice
Jesus adjurad him to feed his sheep and to
feed His lambs, Here Peater ls made tho ohief
shepherd of the Chriatlan fold, or think yon
thia was a mere Idle epeech of the Savionr?
Chriet said : ¢ Other shoep I bave that are
pot of this fold ; them also I must bring, and
they shall hear My wvoioce, and there ehall be
one fold aud one shepherd.” Johr, x, 16)

Thie is an argument for the unity of the
Chuarch, bnt it shows that Peter must con-
tinoe visttly feeding the checp and the lambs
through hie sucoessors to the end, as he alone
received the command thrlce repeated. None
other can present such wuthority io sll the
warli and in all uges. It is plaio that Pater
was created Vicar of Chriat upon earth with
s concentration of powers, a plentitude of
jurisdiction, and & supremacy of governmer t
fully descrlbed a8 a rock, a paater, a govar-
nor, & shepherd, bolding the keoya, bindiog or
lonsing, confirming the brathren, feeding the
sheep and the Iamba, The divine plan origt.
pate:: Inthesuperior wisdomthatnever failed.
All experience toaches that thers muet be a
vialbli: head overovery organlzation to prevent
anarchy.

The Council of Fiorence, at which the
Grecks were present, gave tha following de-
finltion of the primacy of the Roman Pontiff.
The council was held in the fourteenth cen-
tury : ** We define that the Holy Apostalical
See and the Roman Pontlff hold a primacy
over the whele world ; and that the Roman
Pon:iff himeslf ls sacoessor of blesend Peter,
Pinen of tbo Apostles, and true Vicar of
Christ, snd Head of the whole Church, and
that be 18 the father and dooter of all Chris-
tlans, snd that to hlm, in the peraon of bless:
o1 Petor, full power was delivered by our
Lord Jesus Christ to foed, to rule, and gov-
ern the Universal Church, as alao Ia contained
in the v jumenical counclle and In the sacred
cauens,” This definltlon wae siguned aleo by
the (ireek delegatea,

Every subsequent general councfl down to
the laat has been presided over by tho Pope
or his legate. The Council ef Trent says:
¢ The Sovereign Pontlff, who was called in
the C.uncll of Ephesus ‘the Arohbishaep of
the habitable world,' and in whom, as euc-
censor of St. Peter, the Qutaolic Church re-
cognizes the full amplitude of juriedletion—a
juriadiction not based npon synodal or other
bhuman constitutions, but emanating from no
lese anthority than God Himself,"

No conncil was ever aocepted as cccumenioal
exoept It had recelved the Puntiff's ratifios-
tion, The Nicene Fathers, In their synodal
lstter to Pape Sylvester, asked that their de-
olslons might be confirmed by hls agreement.
The confirmation was given; acd from that
day to thia all conncils whoee decrees are
valld have auch indorsements from the Holy
See. No council intanded to be cc:umenical
wab held withont the authority of the Sap-
reme Pontiff, The Patriarch of Alexandria
was degraded from his seat in the Oounoil of
Chalcedon and tirwok his placs as an accused
oriminal, because, in the worde of the legate
Lucenting, he bad *¢presumed and dared to
hold & eynod witbout the autiorkty of the
Apoatolic See,” a thing which never hod been
done, and never could be done lawfully,

The twentleth general acuncil, convoked by
Pope Pins IX, called the First Vutican Ooun-
o], composed of 767 prelates, ln 186D, again
dafined Papal infalllbility as the Firtt Coun-
oll had done,

THE PAPACY PREVIOUS TO NICE.

St. Clement, of Rome, was the faurth
Pope, Ho sncceeded to the chair lu the yeur
96 he wrote to the Church at Corloth—*If
any disobey the words spoken by God
through ue, lot them know that they will
entangle themeslves in transgression and ne
emall danger, but we shall be oloar of this
ain.” (Ep. ad Cor,) Of this letter, St.
Irenxzca aaye—"The Church which lsat Rome
wrote s most powerfal letter to the Oorln-
thians gathering them together to peace, and
repalring thelr faith, and announcing tne
traditian which it had so recently received
from the Apossles.,” (Adv. Haer. Lib, III,
5.3

St. Irenxns, A.D. 202, wrlting of the
Church—that fe, the faituful everywhere—
should be in communion, in which Charch
han ever heen preserved by the faitaful
everywhera that tradition which s from the
Apostles,” (Adv. Haer, loc, cit )

S¢, Oyprian 1n his Eplstle 55 speaka of
t'the Romane unto whem heresy can have no
access,”

St. Irerwens, while Bishop of Lyons, urges
taly argument agalnst coatemporary heretics
—¢Wea oan count np those who were appolat-
ed bishops in the churches by the Apostles,

and their successors, down %o e’
# We rvefer yon to the tiaditln of
that greatest, mont ancient, and

universally known Oburch founded at Rome
by St. Peter and St. Panl, and which has
been preserved there through tae auccession
of Its bishops down to the present time.'
(Adv. Haer. Lib, III, ¢ 3). He recites the
names of the Popes down to Eleutherius, whe
waa the feurteenth Bope,

Tertulilan of the same cenfury says to the

heretlos of his day: ** Lst them produce the
orlgin of their ohurch, let them display the
aucoession of their blehops.” Ho then gave
a lst of the Pontiffs of the Ruman See, and
eayn: ‘*Let the heretica felgn anythingllike
this,”

VOICE OF TRE FATHERS,

St. Innecent In his epistle (29) to the
Councll of Oarthage refers to tae Aportolic
See, ‘*from whom the episcopats itaslf and
tae whele authority of that tlitle has lte
origin,” Origen sayu: *‘See what ia said by
the Lord to that great foundation of the
Church and moet solid reck upnn which
Coriat founded His Churohk.” (Ia Exed,
Hom. v.)

Saye Tertuvllian : *“ Remember that the
Lord left the keys with Peter and through
him t3 the Church.” (Scorplacle, x). 8¢,
Oyprian, after quoting the words of Ohriet
to Peter, says—*¢ From this source flow the
ordination of Biehops and the eorder of the
Churches,” (Eplat. 33). St Qptatus—*For
the sake of Unity Blessed Peter was pre-
ferred to the other Apostles, and alone re.
cofved the keys of the kingdom of heaven,
that be might communiocate them to the rest.’
(Cont. Parm,) S, Cyril says—** He changes
his name to Peter ; for on him He was abont
to found His Church.” (Ia Jobn, 1}, St.
Ambrose says—** Christ lett St. Peter, as it
were, ths Vicar of His love, to feed Hie
shaep and Hie lamba.” (In Luke, lib,, x, n,
175 and 329), St Cyril agaln—'* Over the
Courch he sets Peter as shepberd,” (In
Matt., xvi), Irena1s says—** All churches
resort to the Roman Church by reason of
{ts greater principality.” (Lib., i, o)
Eunseblu: Emlgsenns calls St. Peter *‘aot only
paator, but the pastor of pastors,” (Sarm. de
Nativ. St. Joho). 8. Jerome—** Oa that
rock I know the Chburch is bu'lt ; whoso sats
the Lamb outaside this bouse is profane,” ** I
ory out, it any cne I8 joined with the chalr
of Peter, ha is mine.” St. Jeroms wrote to
P»p: Damnsur as followa—** I, who am
but s sheep, apply to my sabepherd for
sceor, 1 am unityd in communion with
Your Hollnesa—thavis to eay, with the chalr
of P-ter, I kaoow that the Charch id bailt
up: u that rack, He who eats the Paschsl
Limb ovt of tet house 18 profana.  Who s
no% in Noah's ark will perish in the deluge,
Who doas not gather with these scatterets.”
(Epiet. ad Damae.) 8St. Eppiphsnius says :
¢ Ho ohoen Peter to ha the cnief of his dis-
cifl=s.”" (Heres 51). St, Bas'l cails St, Pater,
shat blessed ope, who wai preferred hefare
the reat of the Apoeiles,” Serm. deJudiclo

Dec.)
S* Aupntipesays - T am held in the
commuut 1 uf the Qsitaizic Church by tha

wnccesaion of priests frem the very chalr of
tn Avontls Pater, te womin the Lord aftosr
tne resurraction commitied his Bheep to be
f+d, even to thie eptacopate.”  (Epist. Cont.
Manich.)

8:. G.ogory of Nyssa :  **Through Peter
Crrigs ias glvea to the blshops the keys of
the kingaom ef heaven,” (De Castlgat.)

St Gregorg the Grest eays: *‘ By the
voice of the Lord the care of the whola
Oharch fs committed to Peter, the nead of
tha Apostles, for to bhim It =as sald:
Peter, lovegt thon Me? Feed My aheep.
{Lib, iv, Epfes, 32).

Tha beginning and ending ¢t t-vth sre one.
As Chrlst, who i{s Himself the trath, is alpha
and em-~gs, the firat and the last, sa that
truth whiob Christ reveaied <onosrning His
Oharoh Is the yame which the Gt urch reasserts
of hereelf ip every age. That the primacy of
the Holy See was the means that ounr Lord
employed to secure the unlly of the Church
ia beyond dfspute, or, as St. Angnstins ex.
presses It : “‘St. Peter peanonates the Church
and represents Itz unity and upiversality.”
The miselen of the Oburch la to teach. Now,
the doctrine of Church nnlty requires that
the dogmiloal judgemants of the Head of the
Ohurch should be final, or irreformable. This
1s explained by St, Thomas : *‘For the unity
of the Churoh it Is neceessry that allthe
faithful agree fn faith it happoine that ques-
tlone are ralsed, Now, the Onurch would be
divided by a diverelty of opinians unlessit
wers preserved in unity by the sentence of
one, So, thep, it is demanded for the pre-
ssrvation of the Churoh's unlty that thers be
one to preside over the whole Ohareh,”
{Oont. Gentiles 1, tv. o, 76), The ohlef teacher
of a teaching Church wust ba pracslcally in-
fallible. But a Church divinely commlsslon-
od mnst be divinely prctrated from errorin
its teachinge. Thus the Churoh fn Infallible.
Therefore, the Head eof the Church i also
infallible ; for, as St, Thomas demonstrates,
the faith of the Church mu:t be fixed by
the declsions of its Head, An infalllble
Church with s falilble head would be an
Inconcelveiahle absurdity. The Oharch is
Infalilble Yecavee % has an infallible
Head. General ocouncils are nelther the
means by which the unity of the Churoh Ia
secured nor the sovereignty by which the
Church is governed. Nor i» it In virtae of
connolls that the Ohnreh la infalllble. A
councll iz only the Ohurch convened, and s
infallible only by virtus of the infallibillty of
the Ohnrob, which Is Infallible at all times
and places. And It Is always and every-
where trus that the faith of tbe Churoh is
determiued by ita Head. From the fourth to
the sixteenth century nothing has been mo-
counted valid or to bs recelved in universal
counolls but what the See of Petsr has ap-
proved ; and, on the other hand, whatever
the alons has rejected, that only e rejsctad,
Tne iofallibility of the Oburch is tho fnfalll-
bility of its Head, and the Pope Is Infallible
as the Head of the Cburch, or when he
spasks by virtue of the authorily of hils
office,

AN INFALLIBLE CHRIST,

When our Saviour said te Peter, ‘I heve
prayed for thee that thy falth fail not,” we
belleve on Hia word that He had prayed; we
also rely on the effioacy of Hiw prayer. ?e
also bellove Him when He wald, * Beheld I
am with you all days, even to the censumma-
tlon of toe world.,” When He mald, **Then
art Peter, and upen this rock I will build my
Ohurch, snd the gatés of bell ahall not pre-
vall agsloss it,” we alio belleve, To doubt
the falth of Peter or the lafailibility of the

Churah s to question the infallibility of
Chrlet, 4 v

STRIKING COINCIDENCES,

Abraham and Petsr were both called by
God, and each speclaily recelved a new
nama, Abram was changed to Abrabam,
which menns the Father of Natlons. (Gen.,
xvif, 5) ; and Simen was cslled Cephar in
the Aramaic, which 18 Interpreted Petar,
that la & rock. (Johm, i, 42). Was this
mere accident !

Peter’s name means rock, and he 1s called
the rock upon whioh the Ohurch fa to be
built It ie the Savlour’s words., (Matt.,

coln, A.D, 1258; Oardinal Flsher, A.D. 1535,
all declared the supremacy of the Sec of Peter
and their adhesion to the One, Holy,Catholic,
Apostolio Charah.

REFORM VOICES,

Martip Lother wrote a lotter to Pope Leo
X.in 1515,and printed among hie nther works
at Jena, A D, 1519, vol. 1, page 74. This was
after hia revolt —* Most Holy Father,
prostrate at the fect of your Holinesr, I offar
myself and all I have. Vivify, kill, call, re-
cail, approve or reprove, as you please ; In
your volce I acknowladge the velce of Chriat,
who presides and aspeake to you,"” eto. Me-

xol, 8), Next veree our Saviour says, “1
wlil, ve to thee the keys of the kingdem of
heaven,” (Matt., xvi, 19). He contipues In
the rame verse, *‘ and whatsoever thonshslt
bind upon earth, shall be bound aleo in
heaven, and whatsoever thon shalt loose npon
earth, it shall be laosed also in heaven,”
Thus Puter ls given the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and the power te bind snd to
looee. Was this said to any other apoatle or
disciple by name ?

We find Peter tamed first In the st of
the Apogtles.  (Luke, vi, 14: Mat:., x, 2).
D e this mean nothing ?

Pater wan sent to pay the tax *‘for mc and
for thee by our Savieur, (Matt., xvil, 26.)
Had this no significance ?

The miraoulons draugkt of fishea {Luke, v,
S) on Peter’'s shlp had no referenca to the
marvelous euccese of Peter's preachingafter
Pentecost? Perhaps not !  After the Re-
surrection Peter went Into the tomb first,
although John had outrun him. (John, xx,
5, 6). Our Saviour was resa first by Peter,
(Cor., xv, 5), The acge! sald to the women,
* Go tell his disciples and Peter.” (Mark,
xvl, 7). Why should Peter be particularly
named ?

Our Saviour committed the flock, sheep
and lymba, to Pster, maklog him shepherd of
the flock. (John, xxi, 15, 16, 17).

It was to see Petir St Panl came to Jeru-
“Sb;m’ and atopped fifteen days. (Gal., i,
1

Pater wes given the earthly primacy over
the Church. All authorlty centered in him
wae to fl)w cutward t> archbisheps, bishops,
nhboty, and all orders of the priesthood,
From thence were sent orders for counoils,
from thence prosseded all regulations, all die-
cipline. (bedience, the firest virtne tnoulcat-
ed In peradise, was eseent'al te unilty, and
chedience to the chair of Peter was Inforoed
from the beginnlng, This grand system, so
gimpls In its constraction, stiil exlsts nesrly
ninetecu centuries after Christ prayed that
Poter's faith mizht not fall, Nt a prinat
has ever taaght te falth who did not recvive
hls erdare through Peter’s chalr ; not one has
avar preanched the aualent doctrine but was
sent by or with consent from Pcter's ohalr,
Thia la the unity that Christ mesnt by ore
fold nod one ehepherd. Thux while the
Church {a founded upon Christ, Pater is
made Vicegerent of Carlst upon earth, and
relgns over the virible Church in hie suc-
oesmors.

DECISION OF THE FIRST COUNCIL AND THE
LAKT,

The first General Counocil of Nlice, A.D.
325, defined thet ‘*he who holda the See ot
Rome 1l the head and ohiet of all the put-1-
archa as being the Vicar of Chrlat cur Lord
over all people, and whososver shall contra-
diot this is excommunicated."”

The General Council of Ephesus, A.D. 131,
declared taat ‘‘Poter, the Prinoe and head of
the Aposties and pillar of falth,the fonndation
of the Cathello Charch,unte this day lives and
judges in bis socceesors,”

The General Council of OChalcedon, A. D,
451 & ¢¢ St, Peter 1a the rock and foundation
uf the Cathollo Church, and the foundation of
th- orthodox faith,”

Council of Tarrogen, A. D, 461 : “When
be recelved the keys of the kingdom aftsr
the Saviour's resurreotion, the pronounce.
ment af the most blessed Peter throughout
ti'le 'ivhole werld provided for she 1!lamination
of a'L.”

The Roman Council, which was oonvened
vnier Pope Golasiug, in the year 494, says—
¢ Though all the Catholic Churches throngh-
out the werld be but one bridal chamber of
Chrlst, yet the Holy Roman Catholic and
Apostolic Charch has been prelerred to the
reat by no decrees of » oouncil, but has ob-
tained the primacy by the velce In the Gospel
of our Lord and Saviour Himself, aaying—
« Thou art Peter,’ e%a, First, thereforo, is the
Roman Chareb,the See of Peter the Apoatle.’
The elght General Counocil repeate these worde
from the profestlon of faith of Pope Hormla-
das, A.D. 517, and which had been nigned
by 2,500 bishops, viz.— The sentence of
our Lord Jesns Chrlst oannot be passed by
who says—* Tnou art Peter, and apon this
rock I will build my Church ;' these words
are proved by the rea! effect which han fol-
lowed.”

Taree Afrioan Counolls, A.D, 646—°¢ ‘No
éne oun doubt that there iz [n the Apoatolio
See a great unfailing fountain poaring forth
waters for all Chrlstiane.”

St. John Chrysostom maya: ** When I
name Poter I name that unbroken rock, that
firm foundation.” (Hom, lil. de Pcealt.)

St. Athanasius appesling to the Bishep of
Rome, which see he terms *‘ the mother and
the head of all churches.” (Eplst. ad Mara).

St Peater Ohryrolgus, A.D, 450 : ** Bleased
Peter, who lives and presides in his own see,
glves the truth of taith to those who ask it.”

St, Masximus, martyr, A.D, 662: ¢ All the
ends of the sarth, and everywhere, those
who cenfese the Lord traly with a right faith,
fasten their eyes as on a sun of everlasting
light upen the Hely Romsn Church, her gon-
fesaion, and her falth.”

The Venerable Bade sayn: *¢ Blesssd Peter
in a spscial manner received the keys of the
kingdom of heaven and the headship of judi-
clary power, that thewe who separate them-
selves from the unity of falth can neither be
absolved from the bonds of thelr sina nor
enter the gate of the heavenly kingdom.”
{Hom. on Dle, 55 Petrl et Paull),

In Eogland 83, Aldhelm, A.D, 8§09 ; Ven.
erabie Bede, A.D. 735 ; Aloula, A. D. 798;
Lanfranc, A,D. 1072; St. Baselm, A.D. 1082;
81, Aellred, A.D. 1167; St. Thomas of Canter-

lanothon writes—** As certain blehopa pre-
side over many Churches, g0 the Bishop
of Rome fs president over all bishops.
And this csnoaical polloy no wise man, I
thiok, does or ought to dieallow, for the
monarchy of the Bishop of Rome fs, in my
judgment, profitable to this end ; that con.
sent of doctrine msy be retalned ; wherefore
an agreement may easlly be eatablished in
this article of the Pope's supremacy, If other
articles be agreed upen.” (Cent. Iiplst,
Theol,, 11). Hugh Grotlur, a celebrated
Protestant scholar, writes in the clore of hia
reply to Rivet : *¢ There oan be nc hapes ol
uniting Proteatants among themselves, ex-
cept they are united together with thoae
who are In communion with the Ses of
Rome.” Bishop Thorndike, snother cele-
brated divine, confesses °* a pre-eminence of
power, and not of rank only, has been
acknowleged originally in the Church of
Reme,” (Eple. L, 3 Cap, 20, p. 199). In
his sermon, ‘¢ Uo Horbearance,” Bishop
Thorndlke says : ¢'I Insist on such a prin.
ciple sa may serve to reunite us with the
Church of Rome, being well assured
that we oan nover be united with
ouraslves otherwise.” James I, In his
fint epeech [n  Parllament, termed
Rome *The Mather Chuaroh.” It ls
strong argument that Meclancthon, the
moat moderate of the Lut“srans, and the
lsarned Grotlus, the moet moderate of She
Calvinists, favored Papal supremacy for the
sake of unity.

Melanothon again  wrcts to the Dspal
legate, July 6, 1530—" Wa are rendy to
obey the Church ; we honour with rever-
ence the Pope of Rome and the whele oon-
stitution of the Church If the ’ope will not
expel us.”

Luther says, speaking of the Chorch (De
Indies, p. 210)—* We have not ooly taught
the truth of God, bat have seen It confirmed
by mauifest slgne and miracles for these laet
1,500 years,”

A learned Protestant, . Groerer, In his
¢t Critloal Esny on Anoclent Christianity,”
aays—** Cuth lic faith, if yon admit ite
first prinoipl:a—that Christ s the Son of
God and His Church divine—fa as concla-
sive anm the hoskw of Kulld. There I~ no
artlcle of Cathrdlg falth which cannot bse
justified upon tnat principle,” (Vol. 1, pp.
16 17.) Rovssea enys—'*Let it bo proved to
me that in matters of falth [ muset submit to
the declelons of any one, and to-morrow I
will become a Oatholic, and every conelstent
and truo man will do the same.” ({Lettre de
la Montagae 11.)

Henry VIII, in defending the seven saora-
ments against Luther, wrote thna—‘*Luther
cannot deny bat that »ll the faithful Onria-
tien ochurches at this day do acknowledge
and reverence the Holy See oi Rome as thelr
motber and primate.” This was written by
the man who led Kogland out of the Church
snd foroed men to take an oath to his own
supremacy.

Luther wrots to the Pope after hls rebslion
on March 3, 1519 : ‘I confeas that the power
of the Church Is above all things, and that
nothing in heaven or on earth fa to be net
bafore it, Jerus the Lord of all alone except-
ed,” It is the nature of errer to change, hut
truth caonot change. Thua Henry and
Luther once belleved all the Church taught ;
sfterward they tavght romething different ;
thus theyfchanged, DBut the Church has not
changed—the same now as then, She Is ‘‘the
plllar and ground of troth.”

“'Before you think of changing the Churah,
change the sun, moon and etars, said John
Chrysostom 1o the fourth century. The
Church speaks one velce throngh sll the ages.
She Is “‘the plilar and ground of truth,” The
reformers passed out of her light, they nlone
belng changed, she remaining the same, belug
bullt upon & rock. The denial of the
autaority of the Churoh cannot affect her,
whote foundations wers lald by Chriat
Himself, and whose promlses Is with her.
Simple negatives dlsprove nothing ; they only
confuse the ignorant ; but the truth remains.
Religlonls & tribute to God's perfections,
which ars onobangeable, Thus, an God is
one, religlon must be ene ; as God Is Immut-
able, religlon must be unchangeable, To
chauge religion 1a to change the Daity,

It1s a great rellef to read once Ina while
a sensible pansage fn vhe writings of a Roman
corrospondent. W. J. Stilimon, writiog from
the Kternal Clty to the Now York “Evening
Post,” says : *‘Oat of Rome the greater part
of the world seems to think that the Pope
settles the guestion brovght befere bim in
much the same manner that the Czar of
Russla fcBows, and that tie decislons he
announoes are the resulta of hfs {ndividual
cogitatlona ; while the faot ta that la ne con-
atitutlonal Government now exlating is there
sooh profonnd and prolonged study of the
questions to be answered ; snd so (er from any
problem being solved by the opinions of one,
however important, eccleslantle, it employs
the united thought and apglication of the
Saored College in its solution, There tanet
probably in the entire world another such
osse of grave and muliplex dellberation on
moral guestions.”

The Josephite Fathers, who have taken the
oath to devote ¥hemeelves, as the Servants
and Fathera of tuae oclored peeple, to the
ppiritual welfare of the negroes In the United
btates, report that they recelved Into the
oharch last year 33 converts In Lonlaville, 84
in Washingten, 24 in Oharlesson, 39 in Rioh-
mend, and 60 In Baltimore, They are doing
s great work for the colered moe in thiy

bary, A.D, 1170 ; Grosteste, Bishop of Lin-

country.

CATHOLIC CULLINGS.

—_——e

Intercsting Itemas Gleaned trom all Quare
ters of the Globe.

Rev, M. M. Gerend, protsotor of St,
Joho's Daaf Mute Iustitute at St. Francis,
Wis., haa necured the asrvices of a firnt olazs
artisian who will ios‘root the boys of the Ia-
stliute in the maonfacture of altars, church
ornaments and other religlons articles, hop-
log shereby to make the asylam self-suatain-
Ing.

A missionary, wrlting from Japan, eayes:
s« At present Catholicity has 25,000 follow-
ers in Southern Japsn; we have aixty
charches or chapels ; the semlnary, which
reckons sixty puplls, has alresdy given eight
priesta to the Hely Ohurch, and next year
elght others will, please God, recelve Sacra-
mental Unotion,

That was a beantiful sentiment eloquently
expresged by Blahop Freppsl m  the
Freuch Assemi:ly, when he sald: * Next to
the wuacrifice of a martyr who sheda his
blood %o confess the faith of his sonl, there Iy
no sasrifico more neble or mora touching than
that of » man who offers sll that 1a moat
dear and preclous to him, his blood and his
lite, to defend the rights or the honcur of
his goantry.”

The Catholie pllgrim of modern times Is
fall of fatth and oonfidence In God’s meray.
The pilzrima to the shrine of our Lady of
Lourdes exoneded last year one hundred
thousand. Ve learn from statistion just pub-
lished that durlng 1859 thera were 1330 organ-
ized pilgrimages from France, Spain, Italy
and Balgium, 111,860 pllgrime taking va.t i
them, Including two Cardinale and G4 Arch.
bishops and Bishops. There were 34,536
Maszses and 302,800 Communfons at the
Basllica., Such praotical manifestation of
faith ie at leant one bright spot in the present
state of France.

There Is nothing deubtful about the pelicy
of the Popo. He can mako no truce with
error, he can nover recognize a wrong. He
Is tne Vioar of Christ and the infalilble head
of the Cturch, Leo XIIL farnlahed the key
to his polic * when he maid : “Ever mindfal
of our dutws, and aware of what In requisite
for the good of the Church and the dignisy
of the 1loman Poutificaty, we shall never rest
in the present stata of thingr, nor shall we
cense, as wo have not ceasad hitherto, to
reclaim what by fraud and doceit has been
stripped from the Holy See.” Our readers
will iingd in these words of the Holy Father a
genulne ‘ouchetone to {2at the cable rumers
which apncar slme ¢ dally In the press.

Right Rev. Mgr. Dassonies celebrated his
golden jubllee at Indlanapolis, on Tuerday.
The Monsignor {a a member of the mnst
anclent nnbility of France, In which conuntry
he was boro, Hs and Father Audrsn of
Jefforsonville, sleo a natlve of Frauco and
member of the old nobllity, came to thia
oountry together and recelved ordination in
Amerloa, Bishop Ohatard spoke with feeling
and cloguence at the celebration. Three
hondred vriests attenden ot a banquet
In the aft'rocon and a purse contalning
$2500 in gold, the sabsoription of the ad-
mirers of the itight Rev. Dignltary, was pre-
sented to him.

The Sydney, N.S.W., Morring Harald, In
a londing srticle on the Eduostion Question
gsya: **Roman Qathollos have performed
good service In Now South Wales In the cause
of higher education. The pupils from thele
oclieger and Intermedists scheols have done
remarkably well at the junior and senlor ex-
aminations. This epeaks much for the re-
lizlous zeal of the people, and the devotion of
thelr teachers, but It ta oznly what would be
expscted of those who aro werking for »
principle, and whatever may be said one way
o¢ another, the CUatholica are theroughly
earnest ip their efforta to have deneminational
schools ; or at least to have thelr schools
partially supported by tke State.

Rev. A, Goette, a member of the Francls-
oan Order, has recently arrived In San Fran-
olsco from Chins, wherehe has heen stationed
for neaeral years. Speaking of the progress
of Curistlanity fn the East, he saild—"My
headquarters have been In the olty of Sing-
antou, which has a population of eight thou-
sand, and was formerly the Imperial clty for
eight hundred years. We have there two
churches and & oollege for Obinese boys.
Qur bishop llves at Konlan, thirty miles dia-
tant, where he haa an orphan asylum, under
the ohargefof Ohinese Christiane, and care for
one thousand five hundred children, most of
whom would have been put out of the way
bat for ne. Our mlesion has besn established
a little aver three hundred years, and there
sreuow thirty themesnd Chrletlanized Chi-
ness In the province, which ls about the size
of Franoce.

Mgr. Satolli, the Papal raprerentative at
oar rcoent Cathollo ocntennial, ham returned
to Rome, where he related the followlng te
the correspondent ot an Knglish paper :

I went tosee, when In New York, a
1arge hospital for incurabls consumptive pes-
ple, where they can spend the last few re-
maining days of their lives In comiort, It
was a magnificent palazzo, lsrge snd alry,
with baloonles exposed to the midday sunm,
where the luvalids could enjoy themselves ;
and a pretty garden wasw Iald eut below,
where they could tike thelr walk.¢0a asking
who bad founded this philanthropio instita-
tion, a nun, a quite feeble old wamsan, wase
presented to me. She told me that n few
years ago thie idea of forming a cemlortable
Liome for consumptive patients past recovery
had come Into her haad, She had not a
dollar to start with, bat, net discouraged,
she begged, and meeting the sympathy of all
(rloh and poer) In this good werk, she soon
colleoted a miillon of dclars, with which she
waa able to build thia home, which sha
directataltogether herself.

et~ ——————
Inspector Hughes Nominated.

ToronTo, April 7.—School Inspector Hughes,
of Toronto, » leading fignre in She anti-Jeauid
agitatian, sand a prominent Orangeman, has

been nominated by the Feel county Uonserva-
sives for the Iaoeaﬁiouu.



