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THE CHURCH GUARDIAN,

| WeDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1882,

Our I.ondon L.etter.

{From our own Correspendent.)

Again, after a long silence, I resume my old
occupation ; but what to write about [ min at a loss,
It is no use to discourse upon the war, which is
uppermost in our thoughts here, because you receive
the news concerning that as scon as we do oursclves,
or nearly 5o ; besides, by the time my letter reaches
you, or certainly by the time it appears in print,
which is generally a good while after you receivo it,
I imagine the war will be virtually over. T do not
think it is going to Lo as serious a matter to put
down the rebellion as somo of our croakers think.
My own impression is that one sharp and decisive
battle will cause the Kgyptians in a body to lay
down their arms and yield submissively to our
superior force.

Of course you have heard of the Primate’s illness.
Groeat relief is fult to-day at the announcement of
his partial recovery. No mau has had more severe
illuesses than he; twice he has looked through the
very gates of Death, hut on rvery previous oceasion
his illness has secemzd io be but the starting
place for a newly cnergetic life, At 71 a full
recovery lo the vigour of early manhood cannot he
expected for the Arclibishop, and Lis friends have
seen for some timo pasl serious indications of failing
strongth.  The last time he spoke in the House of
Tords his Grace, always dcliberate, but hitherto
ghowing the deliberation of conscious strenglh,
seemed to be movinyg slowly from sheer weakness.
At the same time, it is hoped that be will be spared
to the Church and the country for some time to come.
Tho following story will show how it is he gets on
80 well with his elergy and is so beloved by them.
I may preface it by saying that he lns greal regaed
for legality, but he has never, as ¢ g Dishop of
London, made his regard amouut to superstition.
One of his clergy, moaning over a deadly indifferent
parish, and fired by Dean Stanley’s example of
putting lay preachers to address the people from
the loctern in Westminster Abbey, went to the
Archbishop and begged permissior to follow sn
excollent an example. “Who oljects 7’ said his
Graco. “Nobody,” was the roply. “Who is likely
to object?” was the next question. “Nobody,” was
the answer again. “Then why do you come to
me {" was the Archbishop’s final question. The
clergyman was about to explain, but he was inter-
rupted by the smiling Archbishep, who said decid-
edly, “Now, my dear brother, that is surely enough.
Say no more—ask no more ; for o there should be
an objection I should be your judge.”

Last weck we heard of the sudden death of the
Bishop of Grehamstown, and now we hear of the
removal of another African Dishop. Dr. Steero is
dead. He was Bishop of Central Africa, and has
laboured iu that region for eight years. A philoso-
pher, a profound theologian, a student of history,
a reasoner of great power, his peculiar gifts seem to
have been thrown away in Africa ; but Lie mastered
native languages, wrote hymns in them for the peo-
pla to sing and prayers for them to pray. Ile was
their poet and their novelist. Then he could turn
his hand to nearly every work. Ife printed what
he wrote ; he Dhuilt the house in which he printed ;
and he was a lawyer, Ilo was emphatically a great
Missionary Bishop.

The Salvation Army is still to ihe fore, and now
we have Cardinal Manuning giving it his blessing ;
not perhaps without a fecling thal to weicome the
new agency is to give a back-handed slap to the
FEoglish Church.  ITe declares that the Aimy has
come bocause of the spiritual desolation of England.
“In a population full of faith and religious life,” he
says in his article in the Cowntemporary Revicw,
“such an organization could havo no place.” In
Evgland millions are living without faith and in
sin; bub the mass of them, nevertheless, have a
a sort of belief in right and wrong and judgment to
coms, and unto the masses Wesley appealed ; to
them also Williamm Booth appeals, Thereat the
Cardinal-Archbishop rejoices becauss Christ is
preached. “In a wilderness where there is no
Shepherd any voice crying a fragment of the truth
prepaves the way for the perfect truth.” Tho Car-
dipal has nine hopes and five fears about the Army.
He hopes in it because it has no secrecy, offers no
nostrum, and is open as the light in word and act ;

hecause it is not a compromise, bus holds to the old-
fashioned Gospol and the thive Creeds; because it
teaches that sin is sin, and deals with the terrors of
the Lord; because it holds that we ought to lay
down nur lives for the salvation of others ; becauss,
ils organization heing military, it appeals to the two
principles of authority and obedience; Lecause its
officers are countinually moved from place to place
to prevent local and personal attachments ; because
its General receives no money from the Army;
because it insists npon saerifice and excludes drones;
and, finally, because it is not a sect.  On the other
hand, he lears for it sines it goes arrayed in the
pomp and circumstanee of war, and olfers as an
addition to the offence of truth the oifence of need-
less provocation ; beecause it speaks of compluts
regeneration in a moment, whereas sauctification is
a progressive work ; hecause it makes every pseudo-
convert a judge of his own slale, and insists upon
immediate publie confession of it, instead of incul-
cating hunnlily and self distrust, and orders every
man to mark himself with a badge as “saved” ;
because of the excitement of emotional selfcon-
sciousness which ends in the flesh ; and, finally,
because it must either becoine a sect or melt away.
There 1s a sixth canse of ohjection—the demoralizi-
tion caused Ly reckless language on sacrod subjects;
tho veligious rowdyism of the Salvationists.  “Low
words zenerate low thoughts ; words withoutb rev-
erence destroy the veneration of the human mind.”
Luvity and coarseness in preaching, prayers and
hymns, such as are to be found in the JFur Cry,
amd still more in the Litle Soldier, provoke blas-
phemy.  Summing up, the Cardinal says that his
heart’s desive and prayer is that they who give their
lives to save their fellows may be rewarded with
cternal life, It is really worth while to transcribe
all this, for, notwithstanding =1l its caution and
reserve, this estimate of the Salvation Army, while
vot aveiding what is reprehensible, and being abso-
lutely just, 1s the most wide-learted and charituble
that has appeared—so largely charitable that one is
actually asteunded to find it signed by a Cardinal
Archhishop of the Chureh of Rome.
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Correspondence.

—0

THE CHURCIL IN
{T'o the Editor of the Chureh Cuardian,)

Sir,—Last week's Guarntax hag 2 {foot-note to
the article hended “Sunday Schools” specinlly refer-
ring to the Church in Ialifax, and says “Lhat the
work of the Church is Ianguishing.” Is ita fact,
sir, that the work of the Church in Halifax is lan-
guishing?  Aro its members less zealous in Chris-
tian work than the members of other religious
bodies? - If we are to judge from what we see, then
we must come to a dilferent conclusion, for, finan-
cially, each of the city churches is in a good condi-
tion—at least the Faster reports show them to be so.
The Sunday services ave attended by large and,
seemingly, devont and sincere congregations.  The
Cathedral is increasing in nnmbers; St Paul’s is
as well attended ; St. George's is rapidly being fitled
up ; St. Mark’s has a larger membership than ever
it had, and Trinity Chureh has a congregation
which inereases every Sunday ; and in connection
with each church there is a good Sunday School. !
fail to see, sir, that the Church in Halifax is ina
languishing condition.  Deside individual work
among our Cliurch members we havea young men's
institute and an “alms house” entirely supported
by us. And il you examine the subscription lists
of other charitable and religions institutions you
will find that the members of our Church do not
stand least in their subscriptions or unhououred
among the members of those sceieties.

The work of the Church is the work of Christ,
and I have yet to learn that Churchmen in Ialifax
are languishing in that work.  With the object of
the article I am not much interested, helieving that
the less “machinery’” we have to work the Sunday
School the better and more effective will be that
work.  All such institutions cntail upon the mem-
bers a lot of unnecessary work and demand time
and money, which can be devoted to the immediate
work of the Sunday School with better results. If
each rector would impress upon Lis comgregation
its duty respecting the Sunday School everything

HALIFAX.

would be done which could reasonably be expected.
That which the rector or his curates canmol do
cannob bo done by organizations such as you recom-
mend.
I am yours, etc.,

A CHURCHMAN.
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CHURCH CONFERENCES.

{To the Editor of the Church Guardian.)

Dear Sir,—Having long felt the need of holding
Church Conferences, and having advocated them
in the columns of the CHurcH GUARDIAN and else-
where, I am glad to find that a movement in that
direction has at last been made. At the same time
I regret to fiud that it is to be confined to the
clergy. May I ask why thelaity are to be excluded?
We are constantly hearing about the indifference of
the laity, and the great difficulty of getting them to
take an active part in the Church’s work, and it has
always appeared to me that one way of overcoming
this would be to yeb them lo come forward and take
part in discussions such as those proposed for the
Conference to be held at St. John,  Take, eg., the
question of “How to interest the people in the life
and work of the Church.” Would it not be well to
let some of the intelligent laymen speak their mind
upon it? If the above mentioned complaint L.
well founded. there must be some cause for it.
And who so well qualified to make known the
caase and suggest the remedy as the liity them-
selves?  And further, would it not have been more
courteous to have consulted the clergy, as a whole,
wlth respect to time and even place of meeting ?
There has evilently been a good deal of corres-
pondence carried en among the favoured few.  Why
confine it to the few when acircalar in the Cuurch
GuarpiaN would have reached all? I presume
the leaders consulted all whose opinions they
respected.  But a very high authority says “Be
courteous.” I hope you will publish the papers,
&c., so that all may bave the benefit of the Con-
ference.

Yours,
W, J. ANCleNT.

DIOCESAN  THEOLOGICATL
COLLEGLE.

[To the Editor of the Church Cuardian.]

Sir,—“Churchman” must excuse me, but that
cannot bho an “ceident” which is a matter *‘of
necessity.” “Churchman” said the Governors were
“of necessity’’ neither members nor communicants.
It appears from his last letter that he intended to
say thoy were nof “of necessity”’ either the one or
the other ; but to say “of necessity not so and so”
is one thing, and to say “not of necessity se and 50"’
is quite another. Consequently “Churchman” #id
reproseut that members and communicants were
excluded, and necessarily excluded—another illus-
tration of the unsatisfactory nature of snch corres-
pondence. The invitition to enter in is sincere ;
all efforts in the direction indicated will bz met
with consideration and sympathy. H,
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A CHEERFUL GIVER.

MONTREAL

“I was once attending a missionary meeting in
Secotland,” said a minister in making an address.
“There it is the custom to take up the collection at
the door, as the pevple go out. A poor woman,
going out diopped a sovereign into tho basket. The
deacon who held the basket said :

“I'm surc you cannot afford to give so much as
that 2

“+0 yes, I can,’ she cried.

“ Do take it back,’ said the deacon,

“Sho replied : ‘I must give it. I love fv give for
Jesug’ sake.

“Than the deacon said : “Take it home to-night,
and if, after thinking it over, you still wish to give
it, you can send it in the morning.’

“In the morning I was sitting at breakfast with
the deacon, when a little note came from this woman;
but the note contained /szwo sovereigns.

“ You won’t take them?’ I said to the deacon.

“10f course I shall, said he; ‘I know that aged
woman well. If Isend them back, she will send
JSour next time.

“This indeed was ‘loving to give/"—ZEx.



