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DUBLIN UNIVERSITY BRANCH OF THE
SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION
y OF THE GOSPEL.

The annual meeting of this society took place
on the 18th March, at the rooms of the Rev. John
Jellett, F.1.C.D., Trivity College, at two o'clock.

The chair was taken by His Grace the Archbi-
shop of Dublin. The eeting having been opened
with prayer, Mr. George Scott, secretary to the
Society, read the report in which it was stated that
two additional trausactions of the past year, remain
to be noticed, as generally interesting to the friends
of the society : the restoration to the service of the
Colonial Cburch, throngh the exertions of the
Bishop of London, of two fellowships of Jesus
College, Oxford, which had been long since alien-
ated from the purpose for which the founder had
designed them ; and the grant by the sociéty of a
valuable piece of land, together with the promise
of £2000, to the Bishop of Toronto, for the foun-
dation and endowment of a church university in
his diocese, in consequence of an act of the local
government, which deprived the university estab-
lished by charter of George 1V. of all religious ob-
servances, and of the faculty of theology, whereby
it had hitherto supplied to the bishop candidates
for the diocesan miuistry.

The Rev. J. H. Todd, F.T.C.D., moved the
adoption of the report and in doing so observed
that it was gratifiying to find by the report that
there was some little increase in the interest in the

not do so, to contribute liberally of their substance
to its funds.

they could take for promoting Christianity amongst
them would be to make the colonies in which they
laboured Christian ; for however fully the Ileathens
might adopt their principles and doctrines theoreti-
cally, they would in their practical lives imitate the
conduct of the Christians whom they saw around
them; and he was sure that his college friends, who
had already done so much in aid of the Colonial
Church would not now relax when they saw what |
good effects had resulted from theirefforts. He would
wention a cirecnmstance which had not come to the
knowledge of some persons, in order to show the
anxiety and earnestness of the bishops and clergy
in the lower province of Quebec. In 1847, when
famine and fever raged, and immense numbers of
those who emigrated from this country were landed
in fever, there was at one time 10,000 in fever in
Grosse Island, and no means whatever of supplying
them with spiritual consolation in their hour of
death and sickness, when the Bishop of Quebec
stood forward and told his clergy that they ought
to go to Grosse Island and perform duty there week
about. He went down and took the first week him-
self, and his clergy went afterwards, and the result
was that six of these devoted men caught the fever
and died. Mr. Nugent concluded by his calling
on the studeats to go forward and aid the society
by taking part in its good work, or, if they could

The Archbishop of Dublin, in putting the reso-

the ceremony manifested on the part of spectators,
as was too often the case here.?

Mr, James Gwynue, 8.T.C.D.,seconded the reso-
lution.  Never since the foundation of the society
| bad its supporters more abundant cause for thank-
fulpess than at present, whether they looked to the
rapid extension 8f the church in the colonies, to the
zeal and success of their missionaries among the
Heathen, or to the increasing support which the
society was receiving at home. But they must re-
member that if much had been done by the society
still more remained to be done. The speaker
pointed out the wisdom of the society’s mode of
proceeding in establishing the church in the colo-
nies and making practical Christians of the colo-
nists, and sending out missionaries from the colo-
nies among the Heathen. The greatest hinder-
ance to the spread of the Gospel proved to be the
practical infidelity of professing Christians. In
consequence of the effects of the system of puunish-
ment by transportation adopted by the government,
it was almost a hopeless task to attempt the con-
version of the Heathen in the penal settlements.

The Archbishop of Dublin in putting the reso-
lution remarked, that there was another point of
still greater importance to the interests of the
Colonial Church than even the subdivision of dis-
tricts referred to by the resolution—it had been
suggested to him by the Bishop of Norwich,—and it
was the appointment of an Archbishop of the Colo-
pies. Their Society was virtually the Archbishop

operations of that society felt among the students
An interesting fact mentioned
in the report was the restoration of two fellowships
of Jesus College, Oxford, to the missionary purpose
for which they were founded. "They were, founded
by Sir Lionel Jenkins, a friend of Bishop Betkeley's
and, possibly, at his suggestion, for the purpose of
carrying out his views, but the apathy which ex-
isted during the last century towards all such sub-
Jects caused them to be diverted from their proper
object. It was certainly a matter of great congratu-
lation that they were now restored to their proper
urpose, and that they might be expected from
enceforward to be used to supply the wants of
the Church in the Colonies.

of the University.

The establishment

of a new mission at Labrador was also a highly in-
teresting circumstance to the members of that uni-
versity ; for one of them who had devoted himself
_to missionary labours—he alladed to his friend
Mr. Disney—had gone out there, and was now
placed in a very remote and dreary situation, la-
bouring in the cause of Christianity and the
Gospel.

The Rev. George Nugent seconded the resolu-
tion.  As he was going out immediately as one of
the society's missiovaries to Upper Canada, it might
not be uninteresting to some of the meeting to
know something of the nature of the parish in
which he was going to officiate, and to assist Mr.
Ardagh; who was a member of that university,—
It was eighty miles long and forty wide; and he
had in his hand a letter from Mr. Ardagh, in which
he stated that he had been now in the colony eight
years ; that on his arrival in his parish he found two
churches there; that he had succeeded in building
three more, which were nearly finished ; and that he
hoped to begin two others next spring, making seven

and he requested him (Mr. Nugent) to do any-
thing he could with his friends at home to assist
him, as the people there were too poor to do much.
Not long ago Mr. Ardagh preached at one of his
distant outposts, and, after he had concluded his
sermon, another person stood up in the midst of | 1
the meeing and said that he would preach on a
certain day.

if he believed in the divinity of our blessed Lord.
The answer after some hesitation, was, that he did
not; and the fact was, that from the want of per-
sons properly
every ranting person, no matter who or what he
might be, was able to get a congregation and to
disseminate the seeds of error. The anxious exer-
tions of Mr. Ardagh since he went into the parish
had made him very successful there 5. but from the
want of proper help, another person, not a member
of their church, was drawing away numbers of per- | §
soms whem he had previously attached to the chureh
and her services, and a great deal of his
being thus in some degree marred;
be uninteresting to those present to know that the
great m jority of the inhabitants of the parish were
Irish Protestants, who had been obliged to emigrate
from the pressure of the times at home, and who
had not the means, however willing they might be,
to aid in building churches and lnaintaining cler-
gymen ; therefore if they (the meeting) did not
make an effort to foster the good  priueiples im-
planted in those persons at home, the experience of
the colony proved that they would grow up worse
than Hea'hens; and owing to the cheapress of
ardent spirits and other circumstances in the colo-
nies, and to the want of regular attendance at Di.
vine wor hip, they would in a (,omp:lmtivt]y short
time forget all that ever they learoed at home, It
had been remarked by the Bishop of Norwich, that
however anxions they miight be to

work was | 8
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ries to the He. tlien, ore of the most effectual ineans

was a Canadian by birth, and being anxious to have
a church erected in the place where he was located,
he (Archbishop of Dublin) set on foot a subscrip-
tion for him, and nearly the whole expense of the
church was contributed in Canada.
some persons murmured at the proposed extent of
the building, imagining that it would be too large
for the population, very sufficient reasons were con-
veyed to them for thinking that it would not, and
ere three years had passed over it proved to be a
great deal too small (hear, hear) so rapid was the
growth of the colony.

resolution as follows :—* That this association ac-
knowledges the necessity for renewed exertions on
the part of the auxiliaries to the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel, to enable the Colonial
Church to increase the efficiency of her agents by
the subdivision of their spheres of labour, and to
carry out the e.xtended designs of her bishops for
churches in all ; but that, from want of funds, he | the e“"geli""f’" of the heathen."
was unable to finish those which were in progress ; | that the rgsoluuon had not fallen into abler hands;
but he believed that it was not likely that the cause
of the Society would suffer from the weakness of
his'advocacy. An existence for a century and a
half, and the signs of vitality evinced by the efforts
which were now making to extend the sphere of her

deep Toot as hardly to Tequire any assistance that
Mr.. Ardagh, paturally anxious to | he could give. He W°“]d. only advert to the topic
know the nature of the man's doctrive, asked him | mentioned in the resolution, namely,
ance of increasing the efficiency of the Society’s
Agents, by subdivision of their spheres of labour ;
and the facts mentioned by Mr, Nugent were amply
qualfied, and sent under regular ay- sufficient to justify that proposition.
thority to adiinister to the people of the diocese, | appeared that the. extent of the spheres of labour of
the clergy and missionaries under the Propagation
Society was so enormous as to raise in the minds of*
many persons the idea that they must be altogether
ineffectual and inoperative, They knew how little
could be done where the minister was not able to
continually follow up a systematic course of in-

adults were not secured the advantage of constantly
It might not | there were some circumstances in the case of the

disadvantages. He believe that they listened to. the
instructions when given, and to the services when
supplied, with more attention than was bestowed by
the members of the church here; and they were,
besile, removed from the pofitical and religious con-~
troversy which was associated with almost every
religious question at home,
their native land and of early years which would be

efficacy to the impression produced by those occur-
rences which might atone for their want of fre-

performed how much less likely were the feelings

“chilled by iudifferance and total want of interest in |

lution, said he might mention, in reference to the
interesting remarks which had been just made, that
if information respecting such facts were more fre-
quently brought before various classes of persons,
members of the church, good effects would result,
and they would see less of the apathy that was now
complaived of. He would speak in some degree
from experiance, because he happened some 30
years ago at Oxford to have become interested
about Upper Canada, and he then made the ac-
quaintance of that worthy man Bishop Stewart, and
assisted in promoting the subscription which he
raised for the specific objects of his particular dio-
cese. And it was wonderful how well the thing
throve when the knowledge of it was brought be-
fore the publie. The present Bishop of Norwich

And though

The resolution’ was then put and carried.
The Rev. R. Dizon, F.T.C.D., moved the next

He regretted

abours, proved that the Society had taken such

the import-

In fact, it

truction in the case of children, and where the
upplied religious services; but he believed that

olonists which diminished the strength of those

The recollections of
rought upon the colonist by the sound of the church

ell, and by the visit of the minister, would lend an

vency. ~And where the baptismal service was

of the Colonies, and nothing would be more ad-
vantageous than to supersede it in that part of its
functions by the appointment of an Archbishop,
having the control of the Colonial Dioceses, and
resident in London, and to limit the Society to its
own proper business, namely, of providing and sup-

|to one or two circumstances conllec‘ed _w“h i
| conduct of the government in Canada, which ¥

‘ manifestly oppposed to the interests of the 455
| dian Church.  Mr. Poole here referred to 8 ‘:ieﬂ
tion of the Bishop and Clergy of the congreg®™
[ and diocese of Quebec in reference to ce”“}"_:x
in the colony denominated the Clergy R”e“'@
which were originally set apart as a source @, =
come for the support of the various nstift!%:
connected with the Protestant Church in O'nﬁ“
In 1840 a portion of those lands were ’h‘;”&
for the support of other Protestant bodies P®
those connected with the Established Ch“"d}?'

it appeared that in 1849, when there was noag

in the province on the subject, a resolutiof
brought forward in the Colonial Assem%
adopted, in favour of alienating  the 4
reserves for the promotion of educatioh "y |
for other secular purposes.  The ‘ﬂw (
of England population in Lower Canads *
vearly equal to the entire number of Pro(“‘:;sf
all other denominations there, and consistéf o
great extent of occupiers of back settlementd " o .
were mainly dependent for religious administ™,
on the charity of the Society for the Pro .
of the Gospel ; and he need not say that the’ he
drawal of the source of income mentjoned g
petition from the ministers of the Chureh of ail
land there would be a heavy blow to these p‘o: b
He wished to notice ;another move on the p(.;o{:S
the ministry to injure the Church in the M
nies, viz,, the abolition of the faculty of 1he ot
in the College of T'orento, which had hithert?, t; ‘
forded the only constituted means for the app”
ment of the clergy of the province. Those ™
events would occasion a large call upon the "
of the Society, and increased exertion would b€*
cessary to meet the demand. ‘

plying funds, and of acting under the superinten-
dence of archiepiscopal auathority.
The resolution was then put and carried.

The Rev. Dr. Lee, F.T.C.D., moved the next
resolution as follews :—* That this méeting rejoices
to recogpise the tokens afforded by the past yéar of
an increasing missionary spirit in this University ;
and hopes that the conniexion newly formed with the
Colonial Church may not fail to produce increased
interest in its welfare amongst the students,” The
fact alluded to in the resolution, as well a5 the in-
formation conveyed by the report, were, on the
whole, more gratifying thaa were the circumstances
generally brought before them at their annual
meetings. The yearly increasing number of mis-
sionaries from amongst themselves was assuredly a
most gratifying circumstance. No more eatisfac-
tory evidence could be afforded of the practical
working of the Society than the fact of several of
its members being engaged in the service of the
Colonial Church. It was gratifying to observe that
in the efforts now making by the chureh at large to

occupy the vast field open for missionary labour in
the Colonies, the University was at length beginning
to take an active part. The missionary cause was
no longer to them that abstract conception which
it was a few years ago. They now could point out
many who were formerly their fellow-students en-
gaged in missionary labours in the most distants
parts of the earth, the narration of whose toils and
privations in the service of Christ, when occasio-
nally communicated at their meetings, €nabled
them to realize most vividly the importance of the
sacred work in which they were engaged. There-
fore he trusted and believed that the committee had
not been too sanguine in asserting that there had
been an increase in the missionary interest felt
among the students of the University. It was pro-
claimed by that fact, in accents not to be mistaken
that there was also an increasing Christian spirit
amongst them j that they recognised their Christian
profession as a practical matter, and were alive to
the solemn obligation towards the human race at
large which their membership of the Christian
Chureh imposed upon them, Not only was a warm
interest in'the cause of the missions of the church,
an earnest of the individual being likely to prove a
zealous and efficient parish minister; bot it also
afforded a sure means of leading divinity students
to an acquaintance with the practical details of one
of the most important of ministerial duties; for he
hesitated not to affirm thatno clergyman of!.l parish
performed his duty properly if he did pot instruct
his congregation as to the obligation towards their
fellow-men, which their being members of the
Christian Church imposed upon them. This was
of particular importance at the present time, when
thousands of the members of the Church of England
were being forced by inevitable circumstances to
emigrate todistant land, where they would be in a
state of spiritual- destitution uniess their more fa-
voured brethren at home made efforts to have re-
ligious instruction provided there for them.

The Rev. E. B. Moeran seconded the resolution,
in which he expressed his sympathy and satisfac-
tion.

The resolution having been put and carried.
The Archbishop of Dublin apologised for being
obliged to vacate the chair, as he was called away
by a pressing engagement, and

The Rev. Dr. Todd having been called thereto,

f the party of friends and relatives of the child |
dout to be a wember of the Christian church to be |

|

The Rev. R. I1. Poole, F.'I'.C.D., woved a reso- i
lution appointing the officers of the society for the
enfling year, andin doing so, added his testimony

Judah to distinguish it from another of 'he‘mﬁfi

importance; but it s worthy of note, that ;'d
described by the prophet Micah as * little W

pears from the book of Ezra, that inconsid®
as was the number of the Bethlehemites #
turned from the Babylonian captivity, sev

cities sent back a smaller number.
- ST

buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Be'hleha";‘ i
brethren shall praise : thy hand shall be in !

of thine enemies ; thy father’s children shall b"' -
before thee, ﬁ"d

from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethleh® f'a{’b'

though thou be little among the thousands
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me

of old, from everlasting,

came upon them, and the glory of the LOF
round about them ; and they were sore air8!

bl'illg You
all people,

Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Istael:

}
The Rev. Mr. Groves seconded the Ye”]m‘”: i
which was put and carried. 'd{ i
A vote of thavks was then passed to !h"’.A e
bishop of Dublin for his kindness in '9"’."“
chair on that occasion, after which the meeti?g® H
parated.

ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROPHECY:
BETHLEHEM.

4]
The first mention of Ephrath, or Betwﬁ:‘d;
which occurs in the Holy Scriptures, is coﬁ“f ]
with an affecting incident, the death of Jacob®
vourite wife Rachel, as he was on his way.“’h’:
sent her to his father, after his long bl‘"'b, j
from his native land.?  Bethlehem was 8% iwf
scene of the touching story of Ruthj here ‘hﬁ
David was born, and, before his elevation '©
lofty position in which ** his father's childrenfﬁrﬁl
bow down before him,"”* here he fed his f8 i
sheep.® On these accounts, Bethlehem ""g
garded with peculiar interest by the Je",";‘:gﬁl"
though it was “little among the thousands o+
hzh,"* will ever be associated with the most
sing recollections in the minds of Christiln'n:ﬂd
here, “ good tidings of great joy "' were ann® v
to shepherds abiding in the field, keeping g§s- *
over their flocks by night:® here the Dm"‘iaa |
viour first appeared, veiled in human flest’
the long promised “star of Jacob' P"w
Him who claimed the bomage of the world
here the first martyrs for the Lord Jesus
shed their innocent blood,” and fu]ﬁlled“l’e.
terious prediction of the ancient prophet.® - '
book of Judges,® this city is cl;llfd Be'hkb‘;’

Ch[ll‘ %
B‘::; i -

name, in Zebulon, It was never a place ©

the thousands,"”" it was not * the least ;' for

ple

eral of !

=3

! Gen. xxxv, 19. And Rachel died, and

2

Gen. xIix. 8.. Judah, thou art he th',’;

® 1 Sam. xvii. 15. But David went and

* Micah v. 2. But thou, Beth-lehem ?Jnﬂ%
s 10
e

be ruler in Israel: whose goings forth have

ot
® Luke ii. 810. And there were in the |aﬂ’:hi’;:t
f (he 4 one

try shepherds abiding in the field, keeping wat
their flock by night. And, Jo, the angel 0 d’h",d

d'bo’d' r
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for z‘;ub@"
good tidings of great joy, which

® Numb. xxiv. 17, There shall come 8 St bt
" Matt ii. 16, 'l hen Herod, when he s8¥ - f
Wwas mocked of the wise men, was exc"”dquef"
and sent forth and slew all the children lhafronl "
Bethlehem, and in all the coast thereof, 'be"v'
years old and under, according to the tim€ W
had diligently inquired of the wise men. B,m'h'gof
® Jer.xxxi. 15. A voice was heard in eping
mentation, and bitter weeping ; Rachael wecbildrp‘
her children refused to be eomforted for her U
becanse they were not, y 88 g
® Judges xvii. 7. And there was a yOUubg& mb" !
of Betblchem judah of the family of Judabs

as'to its increased efficiency. e wished to advert

a Levite, and he sojourned there.




