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florin picce. The latter is coincd at the rate of ninety florins
to one kilograni of fine silver. The base pieces arc at the rate
of one hundrcd and fifty florins to the k-ilograni. Tlhis ncw
proportion was introduccd in 1868.

It is a curious tact that thc thaler, or dollar or thc Enîpress
Maria Thercsa, originally bcaring thc date 1730, lias always
bccn a favorite at tbc casteril ports of the Mceditcrr.tican, and
for that reason bias coritinued ta bc coined for that trade cver
since. We have a fillc slpecimlel cOiled il' 187 1, but datcd
1780.

It is ivorîl wlîîle te notice for its bearing on an intercsting
controvcrsy iii îint lcgisiatiosi, in whiclî strosig minds liave
takenl opp>osilîîg sides, that iii 1868 tlire %v'a% a coinagc cf
sonie millions of this -ILevant thlclr," mainly ta supply the
needs ot the lEsîg1isI trniiy groinig te the Abyssiniiasi war;
flot iîîdccd ta he slient iii tlîat far ceuntry but at places
alon- thc re.id. Now if it werc the lawv ini Austria ta coin
uwitlhui( ch<rrýge it would bc an exhibition cf liberality liard
ta acceunit for, te hclp the British Goveriimient iii that way,
and nlot quitc fair towards the opposite part>' in Africa. Yet
we wvould be- duiit the saine thing by miaking silvcr dollars
ta pass in China and 1 -idia, and diniies for \\'est Indics and
Souti Anicrica. and gold coin for any forcigii use, witbout
deducting sonictlîiîg f<or thc mantifacture. Engllland is doing
this, isisng lier gold coini abroad sinîply as se miuch
bullien, payin-, the cost ef coinage out et bier treasury,
wlicrcby :lc hias indced the honor of sccing lier sovereign's
image and superseription in aIl lands, and of niaking a uni-
versai commercial currency. Still it is dcsirable and just
te promeite the coinage of gold and silver by nîakinig the
charge as liglît as possible.

G~ E Il Ni A N V.

The ilcw geld coins of the Gernian Empire arc tic picccs
of twenty miarks andti marks, at the rate of 125.55 pieces
of ten marks te bc coîned eut of one mint pounid (liaIt kilo-


