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EXTRACTS FROM AN OLD DIARY

N the early settlement of the Town-
shipe, Sherbronke was Lknown as
“the Lower Forks,” (sowmetimes
called “ Hyatt’s Mills») and what
isnow Lennoxville, was called “ihe

Upper Forke” The first point was the

Junction of the Magog and St. Francis

Rivers,and the latter the junction of the
Massawippi and St. Francis Rivers, some-
times cailed  Ascot” as being within the
Township of that name, From 1806 to
1812, John Bement, an uncle of the writer,
was jn trade at the Upper Forks, and at
that time owned the tract of land lying
sowth of Lennoxville village .generally

known a3 the Morris Flat.  His supplics
D}

were bronght by bateanx from Three-
Rivers, by way of the 8t. Francis River,
and paid for i peart-nsh and furs princi-
pally, which were trausported to Three-
Rivers in the same mauner during the
sumnier geazon.  The pearl-ash was man.
ufuetured from salts, as they were ealled,
being sults of lye made by the early set-
tlers out of the ashes produced in clearing
aff and burning the timber on their lands,
Nearly every little trading post hnad its
pearl-ashery in"those days and the trader
had u double profit in buying salts at his
own price, and paying for theim in goods,
also at bis own price,  The present site of
Bishup's College was a fuvorite vesort for
puriridges at that time,  Mr. Bement was
‘2 Yermonter, and left Accot at the time of
the war of 1812, declining to take the onth
of allegiance to the British Government. 1
wet him nearly thivty years ago av Wood-
stoek, Vi, and he was then over ninety
years of nge, The following are extracis
‘Trom a diary in my possession, kept by a
then resident of thig part of the Townships,
and which algo con‘ains imemorandn of
commercial contracts entered iuto. it
pommenges with an account of o trip to

Wood-tock, which is now ma-le by rail in
about seven hours,

“ 24th Jaouary, 1810, Started with o
double sleigh and two horses for Woor-
stock, Vermout, and padsing over three
leagues, stayed at Woodward’s, Hatley”

«26th Jan’y,  Went to Hopkinton’s, in
Salew, Vermont.”

“ 26th Jan’y: DPassed through Brown-
ington, Barton, Glover and Greensborough,
and stnyed at Worner’s, Hardwicle.”

“2th Jan'y, 1810, Passed through
Walden, Cabot, Peacham, Ryesate, and
stayed at Parmelee’s, Newbury.®

¢ 28th Janoary,  Passed through Brad-
tarl, Fairlce, Orford, Lynie, and went (o
Squire Bushe's, Hanover.”

20ty Jannary.  Passed through Le-
banon and Hartford, and arrived at the
place where 1 was born, Wood -tock, it be-
ing almozt ns tedious & day a3 ever was
known.”

“ Monday, 19tk Felty, 1810, Started
for Windsor. 1t vained all day. Retuened
at 5 p.m. River very high and breaking
wp”

 Tuesday, 20th Feb’y, 1810.. This day
T ant 20 youra o, Suow going very fust.
Tatt's dan earvied away by the icel”

“Paesday, 27th Fel'y, 1810, Surted
from Woodstock for A-cot in a covered
wigon, Stayed at Smith’s, Hanover, the
first night,” .

“ 280 Fel'y, 1810, At 10 o'clock ar-

“vived at Unele Thompson’s at Lyme, anl

slayed there one day and one night.”

“1st Mareh.,  Srarted on fur Aseot, Saw
Mrs, Bryant, of Brasdford. Siayedat Hales
over night,” :

*20d Mareh, Through Ryegate, Bar-
net, and stayed at Dr. Lord's.”

“drd.  St. Johnsbury, Lyndon, and
Wheeloek, snd stayel at Jewning’s, in
Shetield.” '

‘qth March, Through Barton, Brown-
ington, Salem and Derby, to Muore’s at

the Line, over night.,” :
*5th March. Cume ou to Woodwurd’s.”
“Gth March, Came on in as=leigh from
Woodward's, and arrived at A-cot, sun un
honr ligh.?

Here follows n mem > of contracts made

and entered into,

26th Nov.,, 1810. " With Neheminh
Suow, to pearl sults ur 16 per ton, as fast
as they are turned in and he gives receipts
for thewm.”

€ 27th Nov,, 1810, With David Wallis,
of Complon, 10 muke and deliver at Capt.

Snow’s penrl-ashery, as many lLarrelsas L.
Y

may wanl for s, 2d. a picee, in cash.”?

“27th Nov.,, 1810. With Asaph Shirt-
left, of Campton, to take money of me and
pay out upon Capt. Ssow's receipts for
salts ab at 132, per cwt,”

“20h Nov. With Cyras Warner, to-

board we one month, find me o room, aul
draw me wood enough to the dour fur one
wonth. for g9 ©

“20h Zov. With Abel Learnel, to take
in salts at the pearl-ashery, I don, at 15s,,
hav.ng given him money.”

“29th Dee. With Ieonard Coals, of
Tiaton, to draw 4 bbls ashes from Learned
pearl-ashery to Aseot Center, fur L3, paid
him 2-6.7 :

1811, Jan. 16th.  With David Moe, to
carry 10 cwt. and (etch the same frum
Montreal to Compton for $30, start assoon
as snow fulls G inches,”

€181, Jan'y 18th,  With Timo. Betts,
to carry to and feteh from Montreal, 10
ewt. for 30 dollura.  Start next Tnesday.”

“ 1811, 2hth Jan'y.. With Capt. Nehe-
miali Snow, to earey two sleigh lowds to
Moutreal, a4 soun a3 Moe and Betts return,
and bring the same back to Shipton, at
the rate of 7 5 per ewt

“ 1811, 1 Feb, With Gabriel Bergeron,
a I'renchman, to carry 4 bbls from Ascot
to Moutreal, at 6-8 pee ewt, for the pearl-




