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THE WEEK.

TuE trial of the Travemserss 1 Dublin
has closed, as scarcely anyone ever doubted
It would close, in the discharge of the
jury without a vendict.  The whole ecir-
cumstances of the case rendered such o
result almest a foregone conclusion.  The
only other ending possible was one which
by the entire aequittal of the accused puar-
ties would have been a pronounced
trinmph fur the Land League. It is bet
ter as it is.  The trial from begioning to
end has been a {aree, and its conclusion
is at least sumething to be thankful for.

Thetrial irselfl has been considerably
shortened by the abandoument of what
seemed to many the wost important count
in the indicument. The counsel for the
crown decided that it was impossible 10
try the Land Leaguers on the charge of
ineitivg the tenantry to resist eviciions.
Not ouly dees thiz resistance lie at the
root of the whole matter, but it is the only
case in which the Land L-ague has direet-
Iy counselled resistance to the law. The
principal reason given is the encrinous
mass of evidence which would be adwmitied
by this count which would take yeirs to
hear, apd borrify us with its shocking Jde-
tailz.  Without it however the whole in-
dictment is, as we have sald, a gigantic
farce. More than this it seemsa premium
on resistunce to cupstituted authority.
For mere consistency’s sake the charge
should have been pressed and the world
given an gpportunity of hearing those very
details which it seems the Government
are deslrous te suppress.  Foritis not the
verilict of the jury who sat on the cuse in
Dublin that really signifies; but the ver-
dict of the world and sociery by which the
whole Irish question will be ultimately
judged.

A RECENT letter in the Stur has called
attention to an abuse in our midst which
calls loudly for reform. It is a cruelty,
and a u-eless cruelty, that the horses used
for hacking and carting in this City should
be clipped and singed clos: to the «kin in
the severe weather which prevails bere,
We believe that the practice is highly in-
judicious as applied to ordivary carriange
horses, and that many a severe cold way
be traced to this nnreasonable exposure,
but their case is altogether different from
that of the hack horses which stand for
hours at a time with insufficient clothing

in many cases, and in all with their lower
extrewities exposed to & degree of cold

which would be trying to them in their
natural condition.  We might take a hint
in this mattcr from the English custom of
clipping the back and sides, and leaving
the hair on the belly and legs, if indeed
it be desivable to interfere with nature at
all in the matter, which, in the majority
of cases, seems more than questionable,

A vsnizeriy nevel feature in Enter
taibments, or to speak more correctly in
the manner of obtaining admission there-
to, is the announcement ot a performance
in aid of the Young Men's Hebrew Asso-
ciation of Harlem, to which entrance is to
be obtained neither by love nor woney,
but by the donation of a book. The
pature of the book is not specified, nor
necd it be stricily new, though dime novels,
paper covers, and pamphlets are barred.
It is understood, however, that anyone
oftering a copy of Endymion, wilt be shown
into a back seat, and works on the Fastern
Question will admit to the gadlery vuly,
Seriousty. the scheme seems likely to re-
sult in an mevease of the Assoctation's
library, though the collection will  he
probably of « ruher mizeetlaneous char-

facter.

The literary world is struck with adwira-
tion at the charming essay on * Ophebia”
by Helen Faucit, now Lady Murtin, which
appears in the Januwy Blackrad, Sels
Jdom has a more retined and delicate tribute
beeu paid 1o one of the most fascioating
and  vet perhaps ieast understeod  of
Shakespeares  heroines,  Helen  Faueit's
rendering of the character will be  re-
wembercd by many, and the debt under
which she pluced all lovers of Shakespeare
by her really artistic impersouation iz in-
ereased manifold by this contribution to
the literature of dramatic eriticisin. Thongh
indeed eriticism ix not the wonld to deseribe
what seems more like inspiration @ the
play of a fapey that has identitied itself
with ali that i= delighiful in the character,
and lacks neither the mode of expression,
nor even the puwer of unalysiz. We have
tu thank Lady Magtix for a pleasure that
= rare as it i3 weleome; tor a criticism
that is not sitlted ; ap apalysis that loses
none of the charm of the representation 8s
we remember it

Tre aceonntz that reach us from the old
couniry vithesnow blockwle thers, deseribe
such a picture as FEpgland very varely pre
zents. A\ general suspension of the pustal

deliveries was causedd on the morning of

the 19th. amld tales are told of snowed-up

tminsand blockaded passepuers without vur |

conveniences of spow ploughs to charge

the drift, or even the companionship |

atfurded by through eommunicition with
their fellow sufferers ; without even ade-
quate means of keeping warm., IF it 1s
unpleasant, as it undoubtedly is, to be
blocked inusnow drift with a well warmed
car, and the society of a sutficient number
of fellow sulferers, 1t is comfort itself cow-
pared with the case of the passengers even
in s fimst-class carriage at home : boxed up
i sl compartment, unable to com.
munica ¢ even with the gaard, except by
sounding an alarm and creating a general
disturbance, with a foot-warmer which gets
colder every woment as the only attempt
atwarmth-—Egough!  Let us rejoice that
wi are not as they.

Bovcorting it seems has not only given
a new word to the English language but
will soun require to be translated into
French, where the art itseit’ has been re-
cently adopted with some success at the
military college ot Sanmnr.  This fa-
mous cavalry school i a very uristocratic
institution, and  being invariably filled by

wealthy vounyg men tu the number in all

of above: GO0, it ix, as way be supposed, a
source ot considerable ievenue to the town,
It pleased however M. Mawniy, a newly ap-
pointed commissury of Police, to mnke wr
uponthe rchoul, the cadets havivg apprrent-
ly uffende d his demoeratic notions hy their
exclusiveness and “uirs.”  In pursuance

thereloreof his laudable purpose o1 reading

the ‘ conceitod puppies” as he tormed
them, a lesson, he inflicted several small
annoyances in the way of arrests, &e., and
iu complaining to the authoritics expressed
himself in snch insolunt terms as to bring
down upon himself the vengeance of the
whole institution. An appeal was made to
tho Mayor for his dismissal, and upon the
fuilure of that gentleman to comply with
the request, the town was put under ban,
aund for a fortnight no member of the
school would enter it under any preteuce.
The townspeople natumlly sided with
their bread and butter, aud the immediate
result of this determined measure was the
defeat of the Mayur at the elections then
just due; but whether the obnoxious
oflicial is yet removed from his post we
have not learned. At any e the ex-
periment is novel and instructive.

THE STAGE AS AN ELEMENT OF

YORAL TNACHING.

The innumerable eriticisms which have
appeared on all hands upon the aeting and
chiaracter of Naran Bresuawor ; the dis-
cussions which journals of all denomina-
tions have entered upon during the fast
wonth, us to her ¢lains to be considered
4 yreat actresz, bring us by no violent
trausition to the discnssivn of the stige
tself and s true position in relativn to
spCtety.

Aund first as o the elatms which lave
<o often been made as to its power for
wood aud the morud teaching it bas for 1ta
frequenters. The elaim is without founda-
tion, absolutely, and fur two main ressons,
The atmosphere of the stage is sensation-
al,—1 do not use the word inany bad
sense, hut simply as implying a diveet ap-
peal 1o th - senses—and sensationaitesching
can have no true plice in morals, 1t ig
not that the stage 15, or need be, immoral
in atself, but simply that from its very
character it is tncapable of excrvising un
influence at wlhexerpt inasecondary way,
upon our morsl natute,

But the sccond reason of which | have
spoken.is even mote vmphatic s against
this pretended claim. The stage cannot
be a teacher of morals because its trachiug,
like itself, is unreal.  The play may von-
taie a moral lesson, but the wedinne 1t is
upon  which all depends in conveying
maral truths to ordinary minds, and where,
as 10 thix case, the medium is vue of un-
creality, the teaching itself must perfores
partike of that nature.

A recr nt wiitter in the Revue Cannlion
bas made a strong point against ske theatre
fromea pointof view nearly akin to, thongeh
not identical with, that of the morabst,
The theatre, he madntaing, soder exiaging
Peunditions Is destruetive of the ideal. The
majority of modert diamas are vadueless
judved ax literay productions, whiie of
werks of resl meesit, those alone in which
we hive no cause w0 eomplain of the
actors are those which we do pot see on
[ the stage but are content to read for our
selves.  Thix criticism dues nat deny 1o
Cmany of our mudern actors and actpesses
s the possession of teal talent ;1 it werely de
“mivs the possibility of producing the ideal
. which we insensibly raise for ourselve. out
;of the waterials which s great poet or
i dratatist lnys at our disposal, Wha hax not
éfuh the rude shock, the sudden descent
i from the realis of imagination, when the
. Hamlet of one moment becomes the stage
playerof the next. And even granted that
the principal parts of dranms are perfectly
represented, that the support is not lack-
ing, that the nccessories are o~ good s they

ton : Did you, or any other theatre-goer,
ever manage to loss your sense of the un-
teality of the whole thing, ever forget in
fact that it was acting, for more than o
. pussing moment 1 Looked at in this way,
_what has the stage to teach us, that we may

not better leawrn by reading.  Then at least
we may et our fngisation run free, we
may picture tu ourselves the charnetors of
the master’s creation themselves and not
their mere stage 1epresentatives. It is
casier far to picturenn ideal to onoself than
Lo trace the features of that ideual under the
mask of un actor,

may be, and wiswer me honesily the ques. |

And so it is that in reality, the perform-
aunces of tho Grecks came nearer to the
production of that ideal in the very points
in which our modern stage deems itgelf
suporior.  [n abandoning all attempt at
actual representation of the different char-
actors, save in 8o fur as was necessary to
distinguish onn from another, they ullowed
the mind to concentrate itself upon the
words of the poet and forsaking the stage
to form its true Weal within self,  Thus
[ bolivve tu day it is easierto obtaina true
aud comprehensive grasp of the great may-
torpieces of Shakespeare or Molidre in
reading, or better yot in hearing them well
read, )

Has the stage then no raison d'dtre you
ask ; or where do you place it, and how
limit its enjoyment.  The stigne tsin itself
unobjectiouable, great though the abuses
are which have clustered about 3t}
would only have yun look upon it as an
amusement, a eultivated and retining in-
fluence i1 you will, but thronghout an
amnsenient only, and not a schoot of moral
teaching.  There 1 much to be gained
from the theatre, much pleasuee, much re.
laxation, much rest for the mind, and it
may be, material foriis fresh suppiy, bug
whid we gain, we wain i intelleer and
hnazination, not in worals. It this be
distinetly understood, if we admit to our.
selves that the thewtre 14 amnsement, and
rauk 1t in the trae place which such amuse-
ments should veeupy in our seheme of life,
of which I shall have more w 2ay on a
fature oceaston, then it iz surely free to
us under the ordinary restriction oniy of
excess. U The stage has stood for thres
thewsand yeurs " savs another writer © he.
canse 13 has a basison Huamo Nature, 1t
represants an art and soctety never drops

an art.”

THE SEATOF GOUVERNMENT,

THE REFCLT N THE PACTFIT RATLWAY CARRITD
SMLL LANDEY"S BINOUISE - THE O PATENT
AMENIONENT AUY IN THE SENATE--DEATH

GF HeN. M LRETRILIEN.
(o der Npre il "r'v."r(t]wvn:'.-nl_g
ek, Japuary 20th, 1881,

Yesteriav morning at abont eizht o'olock
after twa adlon ght <ittings, the resalations of
cotcurtetee an tne report of the Comnnttes of
the Whide on the Govorment Pacifie Radlway
prepect were carried. Noo bess than twenty.
it pnensinenty wore niaved by the Oppoai.
tien amd vouad down by preponderating majori-
ties, the Government nateniv not lesing a man,
but wakieg one gain, that of Mr. Conpal, This-
wan ety atit divoppeinting concluson of so

s mucbovishent, pratracted and shstructive oppo.

sitier, It ds possibde that hiad the vote been
taken Al an carbior staee the resuls might have
e a Tutde ditferent. 1t ds ervtain that muny
al v teembers folt a bittle todd and weak.
anced ar the first Blash, whese convictions in
Povonr of the savasare hardened and stiffined as
the deligte "-r-n‘rm\ul‘. 11 \"r:y' b} ii},:u for the
Chaeosition in many senses ;. aml this  was
eaperially  the case after the holiday recess
which wtfurded members opportunities to see
their conatituents aud hold meetings,  The fact
of the Oppesition meetings being nowhere
wianimens, amd often Iargely divided, it being
even found tecessary ty make adniission to that
i Mentieal by ticket, was o great triumph for
the Ministertal side, anid a corresponding dis
boateument for the other. From this point
the potracted opposition shewed a very gross
mistake of tactics, Tt was mimch  worse than
uselessy, and Mo Willinn Macdougall hit s
hard blow when he said that he was eouvineeld
from his visit to s own constituents that the
attempted appesls from the House of Commons
to the prople woull prove delusive to the de.
claiiers against the mensare, the common
popular sense brivg decidedly in its favonr,

The first division way “reached on Wednesday
morning after an all-night's sitting at about
5200 o'vlaek, on Mr. Blike's amendment of
witich | before gave yan o <hort summiary. This
was veas B nays 1405 that s nat far from
three 10 one.  Messra, Abbott, Cameron of
Victoria, Mongeais, Delismasr, White of Hast.
ings, Perrult, Mackenzie aned Suowhall wepe
absent,  Mr. Corkbiin of Waost Northumber-
land, rase from a sick bed to give his vote, this
heing his first appearanee alter his recent terrible
nese,  The vote wis peesived with very lowd
Min'sterinl cheering. Tt was indeed the most
tmportant and the most decisive that has oe-
ctirred sinee the Union,

I think it unnecessary o give o notice of the
whole twenty-three ametdments anid the votes
therean,  Sowe of them wore parsly negative,
and all of them a reitsration of points which we

bave hud at such wearisome length and with

such painful repetition during this long debate.
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