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THE PRUSSIAN ADMIRAL
AD TUE

PRUSSIAN FLEET.

Tho command of a national
dlet sem a t best bliut an ano-
malous position for one whose
acquaintalnce with war has been
entirely ruade iupon land, and
who, to the outsaido world at
least, is better known as an ar-
tillery oflicer than as a naval
commander. Yet Prince Adal-
bert the present Commander-
in-clhief of the Prusian Navy,
is a man iin every way fitted for
the post he holdo. It is true
that ho is not a distingulshed
officer In maritime warfare, for
the very good reason that he
ha had no opportu nity of prov-
ing hisskill therein, and still
more becaisse for many years
during which lie held bis pre-
Rent position, the Prussian
navy only existed upon paper.
it is to lim, however that
Prtussia owes the not Incon-
sidlerabe flect she now pos-

Henry William Adalbert,
Prince of Prussin, was born at
Berlin on the 29th of October,
1811. lIe ki the son of Fred-
erick William Charles andi Anme-
lin Marie Anne, of Hesse-Hom-

ulirg, and consin-german to the
King of Prussia. At an early
age he'rommnenced his nillitary
sttiies fit the artillery schnol
of Bierlin. and soon after enter-
ed the nryiv., when he was at-
taclhed to> an artillery corps. lie
evined at iths timef.< a pa-silns-
ato. lore for tmrvel ling, and set
oit on ni seriess o(f voynges to
tiht- principal cou ntriesi of
Europe. In 1826 lie visited
liolland, in 1832 England and
Scotland, in 1834 St. 'etersburg
ani Moscow, in 1837 Tusrkey,
Lre-ce, nnd the lonian Islands.
1n 1842 the King of Sardinin
placed a frigate at his service,
and sttarting froim Genoa, the
Prince visited Gibraltar, Tan-
giers, Madeira, and Tencriffe,
crossed the ocean and cru ised
abont the coasts of fBrazil. On
Ihis return to Berlin he publish.
"u the diary of bis joutrnleyings,
which hsu since been trnlatedl
into English. In 1854 the
Prince wns charged with the
mission of the organisation of
the Prussinn marine, anid re-
cîived the title of l Admiral of
the Prussian coast." At thbat
timle t.he extent of ie Prussian
sten-coast was comparntively
linmited ; Priumin possessed no
navnl stations of any import-
ance, and lier availa bi flect
was of tihe sIallest Notwith-
standiig sch discornging
prospects, thie Prince set ian-
tuilly to work to buid up Prus-
sia into a naval power. le
commencced lby orgni sing a
gIn-ioalt service for the protec-
tiin 'f tise const, and then
turned his attention to the
corstruct ion of war-vessels on
n inore formidablle scale. Tn
1856 he ngnin embarked for t.he
Mediterrenn, wlhere lie took
part inhiilis first and onily nval
esngagemnent. W.hile cruising
off Cape Tres Forens, lhe wavsa
n'tttaedl by-il tIYHe 1iff pirtes,
rhomin ha d1eispierseii alfter na
sinrp engngnwnit ,in which he
vas w-ounisdl. Ohi ls rituhrin
to Prussins PnrinceA brt
Cntrnc.ted n morganntie mar-
rings' withs Aîidli . Thé~rèse
iler, ssisstor to iiny Elssler.

the erlebrat dnnuer. She
was ennob(llled byt),the late KingI,
Freeriek Villiinm iV., iiil-r
the title i'o Mm-'. de nitrnim.
Oneson nasIl the resuliot f this
m i nisIîge , nirin i A llilert < e

nrnimu, whio died! inEgyptin
1800 tif feer.

A fler h11.i ss mnrrings' el Priilice
nsgini devotct hîiimself fo his
dltis hi connetiowiil tihe
organisatiOn of a let. Ily h is
Si lti iring- enrgy naisi ise hflo-
rtg nmigi i minn he had
firmdi with matiterisunrit ime
-- the resu lt of bis constant
,isurneyings nnd his visitis to
ite arîiou1s ismnvnl stat ionsi of
Euirop--hie sutcceeded ini ralis-
s ng tise l'ruissian snavy toa icvery
respîectaLbl e footing. Inm 1854,
whein fihe Dansh~ wrar buroke
ouit., tihe efectif of tise fleet con-
sdute'd of nt total ofl 85 v'essels 'UC~Al.kF19 Q lL~~
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including 2 iron-clads, 8 cor-.
vettes, and 23 gun-boat. Dur-,
ing this war the Prince took no
part in any naval actions, but
served with distinction in the
army at Nachod and Skalitz.

At the present time the Prus-
sian ficet is lnot only largely I-
creased in numbers, but lS well
manned, well organised, and
thoroughly w e! eqnipped.
Since 1860 vessel after vessel
has been launched, until Prus-
sia, who fifteen years ago pos-
sessed neither fleet nor naval
stations, bas now become no
contemptible naval power, and
can boast a fleet second to none
in the Baltic, and a line of
naval stations and fortresses
along ber extended coast, to
protect ber territory from in-
vasion by sea. Bismarck, in
choosing Prince Adalbert for
the head of the Marine, had,
with his usual penetration,
placed the right man in the
right place.

The fleet now consists of
three armour-clad frigates, two
armour-clad vessels, five cor-
vettes, four gun vessels, two
despatch-boats, one steam-yacht
(the " Grille," said to be the
fastest vessel afloat), three
steam-vessels for port service,
eight gun-vessels of the first
class, and fourteen corvettes of
the second order. Fifteen of
these are screw--steamers, the
rest paddle-steamers. There
are aiso the following sailing
vessels :-Three frigates, three
brigs, four ships for port ser-
vice, and 32 long-boats, the
latter carrying two guns each.
rie total of steam-vessels is
88, of 7,892 horse-power, 42,-
825 tonnage, and carrying 454
guns. Within the last three
months the " Renown." one of
the finest British two-deckers,.
of 54 guns and 800 horse-
power, has been added to the
fleet. The three armour-clad
frigates already mentioned are
the " Koenig Wilbelm," 23
guns, Prince Adalbert's flag-
ship, built at Blackwall, one of
the most formidable iron-clads
yet constructed ; the " Prins
Friedrich Karl," 16 guns, re-
cently built at Toulon ; and
the "Kron Prinz," 16 guns,
built on the Thames.

Of course such a fdeet is not
to be compared to the immense
naval armaments of England
and France, but taking into
consideration the extent of
Prussian scaboard open to at-
tack, the force is, after all, not
contemptible. It must also be
borne in mind that the fleet is
being rapidly increased. Three
iron-clads are nearly completed
at Kiel and Dantzic, besides a
number of frigates and sloops.
To be built by 1877 are eleven
iron-clads of the largest size,
eleven double-banked frigates,
seven heavy sloops and three
transports; and of sailing ves-
sels, thrce frigates and four
brigs, amounting to 162 guns
and 5,763 tons.

While attending to the aug-
nentastion of the navy, the
Prussian Admiral bas not ne-
glecteci another and no less imu-
portant branch. ''he number
of serviceable naval station,
on tle lBaltic has beensi nenriy

trbe.11and by the nequlisitioni
of Sissw i'i* Prs-iahapos-
sessed h Irself of a first clnas
port. Besides Kiel, the chief
naval station of the German

onfederation, she las Wil-
helshafen, Cuxchaven, and
Bremerhaven, on the North Sea;
and on thse Baltic, Wismnar,
Strnisund. Stettin, Dantzie, and
K~onisberg, all of which have
been materially strengtlened
and fortified.

Tlhe. ecl ehrnted Prussian order
of the I ron Cross hias beeni re-
e'stabllishsed. Like thse Victoria
Cross to thse English soldier,
asnd the. Cross of the Legion of
lionour to the Frenichmsas, it
is the decoration that every
Prussians soldier hopes to possess
before he dies. The decora-
tiont is ini itself a simspie one-a
plain eight-pointed cross of iron
or brose intrinsheally worth


