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THE PRUSSIAN ADMIRAL
AND THE
PRUSSIAN FLEET.

The command of a national
flect scems at best Lt an ano-
malous position for one whose
acquaintance with war has been
entircly made upon land, and
who, to the outside world at
lenst, is better known as an ar-
tillery officor than as a naval
commander, Yet Prince Adal-
bert, the present Commander-
in-cf:ief of the Prussinn Navy,
ia a man in every way fitted for
the post he holds, It is true
that he is not a distinguished
officer in maritime warfare, for
the very good reason that he
has had no opportunity of prov-
ing hig skill therein, and sli]l
more beenure for many years
during which he held his pre-
gent  position, the Prussian
navy only existed upon paper,
It is to him, however, that
Prussin owes the not incon-
giderable fleet she now pos-
FURSCS,

Henry Willinm  Adalbert,
Prince of Prussia, was born at
Rerlin on the 29th of October,
1811. Ye is the son of Fred-
erick William Charlesand Ame-
lia Maric Anne, of Herse-Hom-
larg, and cousin-german to the
King of Prussin. At an enrly
age he'commenced his military
rtudies at the artiliery school
of Berlin, and roon after enter-
ed the army, when he was at-
tached to an artillery corps. He
evineed at this time a pasgion-
ate love for travelling, nnd set
out on A series of voynges o
the principal  countries  of
Furope,  In 1826 he visited
Hollnnd, in 1832 England and
Scotland, in 1834 St, Petershurg
and Moscow, in 1837 Turkey,
lircece, and the Tonian Islands.
In 1842 the King of Sardinin
placed a frigate at lLis service,
and starting from Genoa, the
Prince visited Gibraltar, Tan-
giers, Madeimm, and Tenerifie,
crossed the ocean and cruised
nbont the coasts of Brazil, On
hir return to Berlin he publish.
rd the diary of his journeyings,
which has rince been trnsiated
into English. In 1854 the
Yrince was charged with the
migsion of the organisation of
the Prussinn marine, and re-
ceived the title of 't Admiral of
the Prussian const.” At that
time the extent of the Prusrian
sea-const  was  comparatively
limited ; Prusxin possessed no
naval stationg of any import-
ance, and her available fleet
was of the smallest, Notwith-
standing sueh  discournging
prospects; the Prince set man-
tully to work to build up Prus-
tia into a naval power. Me
commenced by organising a
gun-boat service for the protec-
tion of the coast, and then
turned his attention to the
construction of war-vegrsels on
n ore formidable geale. TIn
1856 he again embarked for the
Meuditerrean, where he ook
purt in his first and only naval
engagement.  While cruising
ol Cape Tres Forens, he was
nttacked by the Riff pimtes,
whom he  dispersel after n
sharp evgngement, in which he
wny wonndidd,  On his return
to Prasgin, Prince  Adalbert
contracted A morganatic mar- -
ringe  with  MdlUle.,  Thérdse
Klssler, sister to Fanny Elssler,
the celebmted daneer,  She
was ennobled by the late King,
Frederick Willinm 1V, under
the title of Mme. de Barnim.
One ron was the result of 1his
marvinge, Uaron Adalbert de
Barnim, who dicd in lgept in
1860 of fever. '

After Wi marriage {he Prince
tin devoled himself to his
duties in connection with the
organisntion of o fleét, By his
Untiring: energy aml the tho-
ramgh  acquaintanee  hée  had
formed with watters minritime
~—the resull of his constant
Jonrneyings and his visits to
l.ln.'- viwivus puval atations of
RBurope—he suceeeded in rnis-
Ing the Prussinn navy ton very
respectable fooling,  In. 1854,
Wwhen the Danigh war broke
ont, the effectif of Lho flect con-
#lsted of n total of 84 vessels,
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THFE IRON CROSE
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PRINCE ADARBERT OF PRUSSIA,

including 2 iron-élit'i‘da, ‘g cor~;

- vettes, and 23 gun-boata, ‘Dur- ..
" ing.this war the Prince took no - . °

part’in any naval nctions, but -
served with distinction in the . :
army at Nachod and.Skalitz,

At the present time the Prns-
gian flcet is not only largely in-
creased in numbers, but is well:
manned, well - organiged, and:’

thoroughly -well equipped. - -

Since 1860 vessel after vessel
has been launched, mtil Prus-
gir, who fifteen yearz ago pos-

scgsed neither fleet nor naval .

stations, has now become no
contemptible naval power, and
can boast a fleet second to none
in the Baltic, and a line of
naval stations and fortresses
along her extended coast, to
protect her territory from in-
vasion by sea. Bismarck, in
choosing Prince Adalbert for
the head of the Marine, had,
with his usual penetration,
placed the right man in the
right place. :

The fleet now consists of
three armour-clad frigates, two
armour-~clad vessels, five cor-
vettes, four gun vessels, two
despatch-boats,one steam-yacht
(the ¢ Grille,)’ said to be the
fastest vessel afloat), three
steam-vessels for port service,
eight gun-vessels of the first
class, and fourteen corvettes of
the second order. TFifteen of
these are screw-steamers, the
rest paddle-steamers. There
are also the following sailing
vessels :—Three frigates, three
brigs, four ships for port ser-
vice, and 232 long-boats, the
Intter carrving two guns each,
The total of steam-vessels is
$8, of 7,992 horse-power, 42,-
825 tonnage, and carrying 454
auns. Within the last three
monthg the “ Renown,” one of
the finest British two-deckers,.
of 54 guns and 800 horse-
power, has been added to the
fleet. The three armonr-clad
frigates already mentioned are
the ¢ Koenig Wilhelm,” 23
guns, Prince Adalbert's flag-
ship, built at Blackwall, one of
the most formidable iron-clads
yet constructed ; the © Prinz
Friedrich Karl,” 16 guns, re-
cently built at Toulon; and
the ! Kron Prinz,” 16 guns,
built on the Thames.

Of course such a fleet is not
to be compared to the immense
naval armaments of England
and France, but taking into
consideration the extent of
Prussian seaboard open to at-
tack, the force is, after all, not
contemptible., It must also be
borne in mind that the fleet is
being rapidly increased. Three
iron-clads are nearly completed
at Kiel and Dantzic, besides a
number of frigates and sloops.
To be built by 1877 are eleven
iron-clads of the largest size,
cleven double-banked frigates,
seven heavy sloops and three
transports ; and of sailing ves-
sels, three frigates and four
brigs, amounting to 162 guns
and 5,763 tons,

While attending to the aung-
mentation of the navy, the
Prussian Admiral bas not ne-
glected another and no less im-
portant bhranch. The number
of serviceable naval stations
on the Baltic has been nearly
trebled, and by the acquisition
of Schleswig Prus<in has pos-
sessed herself of a first class
port. Besides Kiel, the chief
naval station of the German
Confederation,  she has Wil-
helmshafen, Cuxhaven, and
Bremerhaven, on the North Sea;
and on the RBaltic, Wismar, -
Stralsund, Stettin, Dantzic, and
Kenisberg, all of whichshave
Leen materially strengthened -
and fortified. A

THE IRON CROSS.

The celebrated Prussian order
of the Iron Cross has been re-
established.  Like the Victorin
Cross to the Xnglish soldier,
and: the Cross of the Legion of
Honour to the Frenchman, it
is the decoration that every
Prussian soldier hopes to possess
before he dies. The decora-
tionis in itself asimple one—n

. pluin eight-pointed crossof iron C
‘ot Lronsze, intrinsically worth ..




