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. “THE. BIBLE CHRISTTAN. =

énd ‘instrucling the younger members of the

v, © “Theolpgy figain occupied a prin-
cipal sharé of his attention-=indeed .it was
flways’ his favourite” study,—and some of

Iy _v.‘véa’k he_ss; ;\\'h-i’ch‘_'t_é'r'miil:’lic;(\ in Lis denth,
on'ths, 6th February, 1804, .in the 71st year

of his’age.”. - o -

_.As some particulars of the dissolution
of 'this gmincnt professor and defénder of
rational  views of Christianity, who met
death in the full possession of, his mental
(aculties, can scarcely fail to possess inter~
est lo those who are animated by the same
faith and hope, T make no apology for in-
troducing here'a minuote account of it, from
that portion of his memoirs written by his
sON — . . -

“ From about the beginning of November

103,  to the middle of January 1801, his
complaint grew more serious. - -He con-
sidered his lifg as very precarious, and used
to. tell the physician, who attended lim,
that ‘if he would but paich him up for six
moiths longer, he should be perfectly satis-
fied, as he should, in that tine, be able to
complete printing his works., The swelling
of his feet, an alarming symptom of general
debility, ‘began ubout this time: He took
the precantion of transeribing one day in
long hand, what he had composed the day
before in short hand, that he might by that
means leave the work complete as far as it
went, should he not live to complete the
whole. During this period he composed'in
a-day his second reply to Dr- Linn.

-6 About this time he  ceased petforming
Divine Service, which lie said he had never
before known himsell incapible of perform-
ingy notwithstunding he had been a preachor
so many years. He likewise now sutfered
we to ruke his fire, rub his feet with wtlesh-
brush, and oceasioually help him to bed.
In the morning likewise he had hi3 fire
made for him, which he always used to do
himself and geuwerally before auy of the
family was stirring.  The first alanming
symptom of approaching dissohition was his
being unable to speak to me upon my enter-
ing his room, on Toesday morning, the 3lst
of January. " 1o his ‘diary I find he stated

4 ‘his ¢ History *of "the "Corruptions . of
Chiristianity,”” and ¢ History of Early Opi-
niohs ¢oncerning Jesus Christ,?? made their
appearaiice from ‘the Birmingham press.
‘They were 'a fertile source of controversy,
in'which he engaged without reluctance,
and also without those feelings of irritation
which 5o’ commponly accompany warfare, of
this' kind.” The renewed applications of
tne Dissenters for relief from'the penalties
and disabilities of the Corporation and Test
Acts afforded another wopic of diseussion’in
which Dr. Priestiey, with his' sentiments 'on
civil and religious liberty, could not fuil to

ham having warmly opposed the Dissen-
ters? claims, Dr Priestley published a” se-
ties of “TFamiliar Letters to the Inhabitants
of Birmingham,* on this and other topics
connected  with' religion,’ which were pro-
Lably not_less provoking to the adverse
party; from the style of ironical pleasantry
in which they. were written: In thisstate
of irritation, another cause of animosity was
added by the dilferent feelings concerning
that great eveat, the Frenclh Kevolution. It
is scarcely necessary here to observe, that
in its eirly periods, whilst it was hailed by
the warm friends.of liberty and reform in
England, as a noble assertion of the natural
rights of man, it was viewed with ‘appre-
hension and dislike by those attached to
the existing order of things.  The anniver-
sary of the capture of the Bastile, July 14th,
had_been kept as a festival by the friends of
the cause, and its celebration was prepared
at Birmingham in 1791."  Dr. Priestley de-
clined being present ; but in the popular
tamult which ensued, he was particnlarly
the mark of party fury. " 1Tis house, with his
library, manuscripts, and apparatus, were
made a prey to the tlames ; he was obliged | his situation, as follows :—¢ 1l all day~—not
to fly for his _life, and with some difficulty {able to speak for nearly three hours.” .
made his way to a place of safety, while he | - “ On Weduesday,Febraary lst, he writes,
wus hunted like a proclaimed eriminal. | ¢ Iwas at times much better inthe morning :
That this scene of outrage, attended with |capable of somne business : continned bettor
the conflagration of nany other houses and |all day.? e spake this morning as strang
places of worship, was rather fuvoured than {as vsuul, and took in the course of the day
controlled by some whose duty ought tohave {a good deal of nourishment with pleasure.
lid them to active interference for the pre< | He ' said that he felta retamn of strength,
servation of the public peace, isundoubted. | and - with it there was a duaty 1o perform.
‘The legal compensation which he: obtuined | He " read “a’good - deal in'"* Newcombe’s
translation of the 'New. Testument,” aud
¢ Stevens’ listory ‘of the War.”> In the
afternoon he, gnve me some.directions baw
to proceed . with the printing his waork iu
case he should die. On Thorsday. the 2d,
he wrote thus for the Jast time in lus diary :
¢ Much worse, incapable of business: Jr.
Kennedy came to receive instructions about
printing, in case of my death.> e sat up,
however, a great part of the day, was cheer-
ful ‘and gave Mr.. Cooper (his son-iu-law)
and myself some directions, with the same
composure. as thoueh he had anly been
about to leave howne for a short time, On
1riday he was much better. - He sat up a
goad part of the day reading ¢ Newcombe,?
“Dr. Disney’s translation of the -Psalms,®
and - some, chaptets in the ¢ Greek Testa-
micnt,’ which was ' his.daily practice, Ile
coriected. a proof-sheet of. the . ¢ Notes on
Isaiah. . When he went to bed he was not
so well: he had ah idea he should not .live
another day. At prayer-tine he wished to
have the children kneel by his béd-side,
saying it gave hiw great pleasure to see the
little things kneel ; and ilinking he possi-
blysnight not seethem again, he gave them
his blessing. . On Saturday, the. 4th, he
expressed his - gratitude  in  being. per-
mitted to die quietly in his family, with-
out pain, . witl - every convenieuce and
comfort.-he could. wish for. Ile dwelt
upon.the peculiarly happy situation in which
it had pleased the:Divine Being. to place
him in life, and the advantage he had en-
joyed in.the acquaintance and [riendship
of some of the best and wisest men . in the
age. in which he lived, and the satisfaction
he derived from havingled a uscful as well
as a happy life. - On Suidday he was.much
weaker, and only sat up in an armed chair
while his bed was:made. | Heé. desired.me
to read to him the eleventh chapter.of John.

amount of his lossgés. There were, how-
cver, many admirers: of. his virtues and ta-
lents, who, regarding him as a suflerer for
his prineiples, and o man deeply injured,
exerted themselves to support him under
this calamity. He was not long after chosen
to succeed his deceased friend Dr. Price, as
minister 10 a congregation at Hackney ; and
he joined 1o it a connection with the new
Dissentibg College established in that place.
Resuming his usual oceupations of every
kind, be pusscd some time iu comfort and
wranquillity, for' no. man was ever blessed
wiih a mind more disposed to view every
event in life on the favourable side, or less
¢louded by eare and anxiety. But party
dissension still retained all its malignity, he
found himself aud his family so mueh mo-
lested by its assaults,that he resolved fnally
to quit a country so hostile 1o his person
and principles.. He chose for his retreat
the United States of Americea, indaced part-
15 by the eivil and religious liberty which so
vinently prevails nuder their Constitution.
He emburked for that country in 1794, and
took up at his residence at the town of Nor-
thumberlandy in  Penusylvahia, which he
awas induced to visit on acconnt of a settle-
ment ih that part of the state projected by
his son_ and some other gentlemen, . but
which did not take place. It was a consi+
derable Jabour: in 1his remote situation to
get about him a well-furnished library. and
. ¢hiemical laboratory, but this he at length
effected. . Having declined a chemical
professorship in Pennsylvania, and -having
i no public duty, he was able to devote his
whole time to his accustomed pursnits ; and
thie world wus soon . informed of his pro-
ceediligs as an experimental,,philosopher.
and’as a writer.: Theology continued to be
the subject. nearest, to Lis heart, and. his
sense of its importance inereased jwith his
years.. Political animosity pursued him-in
some ‘degree to-the Western',world, and

chapter, but; lie:.stopped  me . atcthe, 45th
verse- .. e dwelt-for some time on the ad-
vantage .he had derived froin-reading the
Seriptures daily,.and:-advised.me to.do the
‘same, saying, . that it would prove to'me as
it f}a_d-done!io him, a source of the purest
leasureg. ;- Upon: Mr..—— coming into his
room,,:he said, £ You:. see,: Sir, I.am still
living.2., - My - observed: that he would
‘always live. es,”, 'shid  he, ¢I.believe
3 we,(shall all meet: again in

was regarded by the American Government
with suspicion and ,dislike. tThat of Mr.

and -he outlived: 'all. disguiotude ;.on, this:|;
Ligad, " The, death.of his youngest sonj and:
algo_of, his éxcellentwile, . fogether with
othei ‘domestic ' calamities, . were, saverc
wrials of his fortitude ; but his temper.and
priticiplesiearried liim through without . any
diminution *of " His * habitual  setenity. and
pionsresignalion. - *A<'severe’ illnéss wh
lie sufered in-Philadelphia‘iaid the found
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‘another-and a better.world? He  said: this

iwith-great -animationy laying hold: on Mr:

——'8:hand inyboth his.. Befofe prayers;
e désired. my-to ;reach hitn three: pubslica-

1iong, ahout which:he.would give:nle soma

‘directions  pext morping. This weakness
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{ was going on to: read- to the end of-the!l

would not permit_him 1o do at that.time.
At'prayers he had all the children brouglt
to his bed-side.as before. - After prayers,
they wished ‘him.a good night,. and were
leaving the room..Ho desired them to stay;
spoke to them each separately. Ile de-
sired them all to continue to love each other,
and said, 1 am going to sleep as well as
you: for death is only a good, long, sound
sleep in the grave, and we shall all meet
again.’ He congratulated us on the dispo-
sitions of our children’; said it was a 'sulis-
faction to see them likely to turn out well,
and continged for some time . to _expressed his
confidence’in a happy immortality, and in a
future state, which wonld afford us an ample
field for the exertion of our facultiecs. On
Monday morning the 6th of February he de-
sired me und Mr. Cooper to biing him the
pamphlets we had Jooked out the.evening
before. 1le then dictated as clearly and dis-
tinctly as‘ever he had done in his life, the
additions and alterations he wished to have
made in"each.  Mr. Cooper took down the
substance of what he said, which, when he
had done, I read to him. e said Mr.
Cooper. had put it in his own language: he
wished il to be put in his. T took a peh
and ink, to Lis bed-side. He then repeated
over again, nearly word for word, what he
had betore said 5 and when 1 had read it over
to him, hé said, ¢ That is right: I have now
done.”  About half an hour after, he desired,
in a faint voice, that we would move him
from the bed on which he lay, to a cot, that
he might lie with his lower limbs horizontal
and his head upright. Ile died in about ten
minutes after we had moved him, but breath-
ed his last so easy, that neither myself nor tmy
wife, who were both sitting close to hiin,
perceive it at the time.?? :

At the conclusion of Dr. Priestley’s Auto-
biography, written whilst at Birmingham, he
gives some interesting particulars of himself,
which, hoping they may not be found too te-
dious, are here introduced :—

« Besides the fondumental blessings of a reli-

gious and liberal edoeation, I have particular
reagon to be thanktul for a happy temperament
of body and mind. T have never found mysell*
less disposed or less qualified, for mental exer-’
tions of any kind at one time of the day more.
than another ; but all sensons have been equal to
me, early or late, before dinner or afier, Se.
©# 'Toa fundamientally good constitution of hody
amd the. Being who gave it; I owe an even cheer-
fulness'of -femnper, which " has hind but few intes-
ruptions.”” T'his ‘1 inherit” froin iy father, who
had uniformly better spirits than any man that 1
ever knew, and by this ineans was ashappy to-
wards fhe:close of life, when reduced to puverty
and dependent upon others, as in‘his best days,
amd who, ‘1 am conlident, would not have been
unhappy, us 1 have frequently heard him say, in
a workhouge. :

¢ Thongh my readers will ecasily suppose that
in the course of a life so full of vicissitude ns mine
has been, many things must have occurred to
morlify and discompose me, nothing has ever
depressed my mind beyond a very short period.
My spirits have never failed to’ recover their na-
tural level ; and I have frequently observed, und
at first with some surprise, that the most perfect
satisfaction 1 have ever felt has been a day or two
after an event that afllicted me the most, and
without any change having taken place in the
state of things. 1laving found this to be the ease
after many of my troubles, the persussion that it
would be so alter a new cause of uneasiness, has
never failed to lessen the effect of its first impres-
sion, and together with my firm belief of every
thing being ordered for the best, has contributed
to that' degree of composure which L have enjoyed
through life, so that 1 have always counsidered
mysaelf us one of the happiest of men.

« As T have not fuiled to attend to the phenao-
mena‘-of my own mind, as well as to those of
other'parts of nature, ‘1 have not been insensible
of some yreat defects, as well as soine advan-
tages, attending its constitution ; having from an
carly period been subject-ro o .most humbling
failure of recollection, so that I huve sometimes
lost cll ideas of both persons and things, that 1
have been conversant with. I have so complete-
ly forgotten what I have myselfpublished, thatin
reading my own writings, what I find in them of.
ten appears perfectly new to me, and I have more
than énce made experiments, the results of which
had begn'published by me. o

- # Ag great excellencies are often- balanced. by
great, though not apparent defects, so great and
apparent defects arc ofien accompunied by, great,
thongly not apparent excelléncies. . Thus my de-
! fect 'in point of recollgction, which may be owing

to o want of suflicient cohierenee in the associa-
tion of ideus formerly impressed, may arise from
a tiental constitntion more favourable to new as-
sociations ; €0 that' what I have lost with respect
to memory, may have been compensated by what
is-called invention; or new nnd original combna~

tions of ideas. . Thisisa subject that deservesat=
tention, as well .as every-thing else thiat relatesto
the.aflections of the mind.;, . TR R
% Ithas;been - great advantage to me, that, 1
have never been under, the' necessity: of: retiring
fromi company in order tu, compose any -thing.
Being'fond ‘of domestic life, T got a habic of, wri-
{ any. subject by the” parlour fire,  witli ‘my

‘children ~about';me, and’ occusiol
i to ther, Without experiencing any it
veniénce from such: intérriptions... Noihii
reading;i or spenking { without ‘inferiapi

help attending (ns some can) when others spoke
in.my hearing. - "T'huse are useful habits, which
studious persons in general might acquire, if they
would ; and many persons greatly distress them-
selves, und others, by the idea ‘that they can do
nothing except in perfect solitnde or silence.

«In reflecting on ‘my past life, I have often
thought of two sayings of Juceb. When he had
lost ane of his sous, and thought of etlier things
that were afilictions 1o him, he saaid, ¢ all these
things are ngainst me," at the same time that they
were in reality making for him.  So'the impedi-
ment in my speech, and the difliculties of my
situation at Needham, [ now see as much cause
to be thankful for, as for the most brilliant scenes
inmy life. Coo

* Yet, frequently as I have changed my situa-
tion, nnd ulways for the better, I can truly say
that [ never wished for any change on 'y own
acconnt. [ should have been contented even at
Needham, if I could have been unmolested, and
had bare neccssarics. ‘This freedom from anx-
icty was remarkable in my “father, and thereforo
is in a manner hereditary to me; but it has been
much incrensed by reflection ; having frequently
observed, especially with respect to. Christian
ministers, how often it has eontributed to embitter
their lives, without being of any use 10 them. -
Some atention to the improvement of 2 man's
cirenmstances is, no doubt, right, because no man
can tell what oceasion he may have for money,
especially if ke have children, and therefore I do
not recommend my extumnple to others. - But Iam
thankful to that good Providence which always
took more care of me than ever I took of myself.

“ As the dislike whicl I have drawn upon my=
sell by my writings, whether that of the Calvinis-
tic party, in or ont of the church of England, those
who rank with rational Dissenters, (but who have
heen exceedingly offended at iy careying my in-
quiries farther than they wished any person to do)
or whether they be unbelievers, Yam thankful that
it gives less disturbance to me than it does to them-
selves ; and that their dislike is much more than
compensated by the cordial esteemt and approbo-
tion of my condact hy a few, whose minds aro
congenial to my own, and especially that the
number of cuch persons increaces.”

Mention has already been made of ‘Dr.
Priestley’s amiabilily of character, and this
is particularly conspicuous in his deportment
under the ill-treatinent to which he was sub-
jected. DBefore leaving lingland for Americea,
he addressed an appeal to the people of Eng-
land, in which he recounts some of ‘the an-
noyances and perseentions to which he bad
been subjected. [t is written in an admirablo
spirit, without breathing one word of reproach .
against his “persecutors, . “Time, ;however,
will'not permit of  giving more than two or
three brief extracts ffom 1t:— = s

« It might have been thought that, having writ-
ten s0 piuch in . defence of revelation, and of
Christianity 1n general, more perhapa than all the
cleray of the church of England now living ; this
defence of a conuman canse would uve been re-
ceived as soine atonément for my demerits in
writing againat civil establishments of Christian-
ity, and particalar doctrines.: Bat had I been an
open enemy of all religion, the animosity against
e could not have been greater than it iss Nei-
ther Mr: Uume nor Mr. Gibbon, was n thousandih
part 80 obnoxions to the clergy us1 am ; so little
respecet huve my enemies for Christianity itself,
compared with what they have loy their emolu-
nments from it, - : ' :

*¢ As to tny supposed hostility 1o the principles
of the civil constitution of this country, there has
been no pretence whatever for charging me with
any thing of the kind. ' o

-+ Bvery publication which bears my name, ia
in favour of our present formn of govermment.  But
if I had not thought so highly of it; and had seen
reusen for preferring n mare republican form, and
lind openly advanced that opinion’; 1do not know
that the proposing 1o free discussion “a.system of
government different from that of England, even
to Eaglishunen, ig'any crime, aceording to the ex-
isting laws of this courityy,” ! Lot

« Itrust thet conscions innocenece will support
me under whatever prejudiced -and violent .men
way deo to.me, as well as gny of me. . But: L see
1o uveeasion (o expose myself to danger, without
any prospeet of doing good; or. 10 continue .any
longer in o couiitry in which I am so unjustly be-
come, the object of general dislike; und not retire
w another, where T linve reason to think I shall
be better received. And 1 trng that the same
good Providénce which lias attended me hitherto,
and made me happy i iny present situation, and
all my foriner ones, will'tittend and - bless 'me " in
whitmay still be'before me, I ull "thel events,
the will of God be done, = -3 =10 i b i

- ¢ I cannot refrain from repeating again, that I
leave my native country. with.real regret;, ‘never
expecting to find any wlere else society so suited
1o my. disposition and habits,: suel friends as }
buve here: (whasge attachment hias been more than
i-balurice,to; ull the abuse I have. met with from
othérs) and especially to replace dne, particalar
Chivistian friend, in_ whose , abseice | I” shall, “for
some gime at least, find all ‘the world a blank.
Stilk less'éan T expeet 10 resume my favourite puy:
suits, with any thinig like’ the advaritages I"ens
joy. hére. - In'leaving this country, L'also abandbd

without any. reséutment, of il will,’ On the cont ;'

irary, I sincerely wisli my countfymen .all happis -

ness ; -and when thetime for reflection (whiclimy - -

absénee,ay, accelarate) shall caine; they.will, I

it confident, do uie morg justice.:,. They will be
& »

i\
been any obstruction to me.  For I could not

a source.ofmnimeuhr}‘ce_, which T-can-but:ill bear: .
10 Iose.; I'can hHowever, truly.say, that T leave'it




