23

cor can [ compichend the object of the enormous sums of moy
ney that are uow expendirg upon that island* o2 which § should
wish to have some elucidation trom you. f
P Your obechent servant,
' VERI CE.

As ap encouragemenpt to a youug begrover, Lpiivt the fol-
lowiug letter.  Amidst rather a profusion of verbiage, be has
some sound views of the conssquences that may be anticipated
should the union-bill pass without opposition w the neat ses-
sion of parhament. Itis, moreover, the fivst lettes that has
been addressed -

To t4Ee Epitor or THE Feee Paess.

DMontreal, 12th October.
Str,

Yeung, and unacquainted as T am with the intngues of min-
iste1s and the disputes of politiciass, etherwise than as unfolded
m the pages of listory, what [ could say on the present omia-
ous state of affairs, must, conscquently, ot be very interestiog
Admitting, as all reacily will, that coercive measures i the ad-

* It 1s undoubledly @ nnse pohcy m every nation, w the
mudst of peace, to be prepared for war  The want of any strong
hold m Canada, besules Quebec, was expersmentally felt wn the
war of mdependence wath America, when Arnold besicged Que-
bee ; andat 15 mth a meritorious regard lo the future safety of
Canadg, that the British government have purchased the 1sland
of St. Helens, with the view of fortsfipng s, and mokwng 1t o
depot, and rallying point, on any future cmergency ; for which
no spol could be beller calculated. When forlified, st nill be
unpregnable, and maccessible to any hostile force, bolh summer
and winter , and 1t 15 a commanding statron both for defence
and offence, for the protcction of the country, and the controul of
the nawigation. Whather the expense both of the purchasc and
of the works carrying on, be not enormous, s another question,
No doubt, as 15 the case w: all government jobs, it is profuse and
extravazant, bul that is the affarr of the mmstry at home, We
have nothing to do with that here  Nor need any fears be a-
wwakened that by erecting oladels and placing garrisons,
through the country any wea 1s entertarned of overawing or co-
ercing the whobitants 1 case they should be teo bold wn thar
opposition to the unton bnll  Matlers are very far distant from
such aerises . or it they were not, what are ciladels and garri-
sons? Every thing agawnst a joreign enemy, nothing against g
counlry aself. L. L. M,

nan, that had I been the proprictor, I reould not have parled
with it for trvice £20,000. L. L. M.
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