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Compared with the population of the two countries of Englund
and Scotland, what then is the relative amount of these offences be-
tween man and man, which occur in them, and of which the laws
take cognizance ?~—of murders, of robberics, forgeries, fraudulent
bankruptcies, and the long list of criminal delinquencies 2  What is
the amount, estimated in the same manner, of those transgressions
which are not directly under the controul of the laws; of licentious-
ness, of intemperance, of debauchery? What, for instance, com-
pared with their respective population, is the proportion of illegiti-
mate births in the two countries?

Or, to what extent have offences against the state, seditious opin-
ions, principles, actions, combinations to destroy the public tranquilli-
ty and established government, prevailed in the southcrn, compared
with the northern part of the Island ?

We may safely leave the answer to those questions with our oppo-
nents.

Nor will their cause be in the least advanced by a reference to Ire-
land. There they will find, that obedicnce to the laws, tranquillity
and happiness, have kept equal pace with the progress of the Presby-
terian faith.

I am willing to admit, what may undoubtedly be urged, that other
causes than the influence of their religious institutions, have operated
in enabling the inhabitants of the northern parts of the British Isles,
to derive more happiness from their lot, and thercfore to be more con-
tented with it, than those of the south. But, with all those admissions,
there is a mass of facts remaining, suflicient to show very evidently,
that experience docs by no means hold forth the Episcopal form of
worship, as more fitted than the Presbyterian, to promote the well-
being and tranquillity of a British population.* As far then as the
mere prosperity of the colony itself is concerned by the relative mea-
sures in question, I hold that we have a decided advantage over our
opponents.

We have now to consider which of the two measures is best cal-
culated to diffuse among us, in Canada, British habits and feclings,
And here, at the first blush of the question, finding Episcopacy the
established religion of the most extensive and powerful part of the
mother country, I am willing to allow, that we might be disposed
to conceive, that as far as religious institutions form the habits and
feclings, it were better suited than Presbyterianism to give a British
tone to the sentiments and affections of the Canadian population.
But this first impression is dissipated by a more attentive considera-
tion. It must be admitted, that it is only so far as Episcopacy pre-
vails in fact and reality, not so far as it is established in form and
name; so far as it is scated in the heart, not so faras the outward be-

% I might here advert to the comparative expense which has h therto attended
IhL: two ciLillllIS_’lmclllS, but they have so often, of late, been contrusted on this
point, that T believe it wmeeessary,



