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THE WORKING OF THE CURSE,
Contanued from Page 3847,

The facility aflorded by this new law for the
recovery of escaped s'aves, 18 not, unbappily,
preventive or prospective aloue, but penal and
retrospective. It arms the owner not only with
power to follow a fugive, subsequent 10 1S en
actinent, mnto a free state, and there reclain
hitn; bat perats the pursmit and reclamation
of fugitives who linve hved long enongh in free-
dom to Inse thesense of fear 1t panders to the
love of vengeance in thesleast of men peculiar-
Iy prone to the indnlgence of that helhsh pas.
gsion, as 1t alsn enables them to act upon their
perverted sense of proprietorshup. A slave-huwt
13 therelore a-loot, even in the preguier state,
New York A colored man who escaped from
the sonth two years sinee.was one of the first
to be pounced npon. elaimed, and haled to worse
than bondage  ‘I'he execitement of revenge and
exultant maliee on the one side, has praduced a
fever of alarnu on the ather  ‘The colored po-
pulation feel that they are in jeopardy almast to
a man—-that their skin 1s presumptive evidence
of their eriminality, and. in the absence of legal
disproof, wil) ensmie a fite too dismal to con-
template.  Many of them have married white
wamen, and are the fathers of children over
whom they have hitherto ceioiced, ag the first
oftheir race that were not barn toslavery. Others
are toiling to redeetn a brother, or a sister—
perhaps a wife l—fiom bonds to which them-
gelves may now be hurried back. No wonder
that while some flee wn companies over the
border that separate the republhicnn States frou.
a land that owns a monharch, others mudden
into fierce or sullen resolve, and prepare to die
rather than be retaken. Heaven endow them
with that patience whioh man may well forbear
to preach, lest he be confounded with the abet.
torg of their cruel wrong ! A servile waris the
e st sanguinary of all wars—u war of extermni-
nation to the wenker party.

Linghsh abohtiomsts, we are glad tosay, have
sent one of themselves 1o utter their testimony
against this new and worst crime, and their
message of sympathy toits vietuns.  Mr George
Thotnpson has set smil for the country in which
he is alrendy well known for intrepidity and fer-
vor in the cause of slavery-abolition, What-
ever lie may say m reprobation of the new aw,
he will not exaggeratethe feeling of Englishmen,
He will, 1t scetns, nssociate, hunself; as hereto
fore, with the men who are there reviled and
hated as fanatics ; but he will not find one tnote
outraged and mdignavt than the most soher of
our countrymen.  He will preach peace as well
as freedom-—soothie exacebrated fzelings,ns well
as appeal to conscience aud humanity—exhort
only to passive resistance toa law, that to
obey would be nnsprison of an offence that
smells rank to Heaven, and already infests the
world with its ill-odour—and in this, too, he
will represent the anxious wishes of Englishmen’
for wiale it is unpossible to condemn the im.
pulse to armed resistance which is said-to thrill
throngh the hearts of the free-colored population
and to be shared by thousandsof their citizen
sympathizers, recotrse to that desperate extrem-
ity is above all things to be deprecated. 'The
loss of a swgle white man's life would inevita.
b‘lry precipitate scenes we shudder to imagine.
We earnestly hope, therefore, thut Mr George
‘Thompson’snission tmay be at once prarficatory
and arousing, and may be crowded with large
and hopeful results.

We cannot close without a.word on the re-
appearance, in a suspicious shape, of British
slavery. An ordinance has passed the Court of
Policy in British Gulana,und now awaits the
sanction of the Home authorities, that will sub
ject the colonists now in the colony and some
ten thousand about to be imported, to a system
of allotment to. planters for five yenrs. A siini-
lar ordinance has passed the Legislative Coun
cil of T'rinidad in reference to the Africans lib-
crated from slave ships. The license Law of
the former colony is monstrously oppressive to-
wards the colored population, crushing them
down into social servility. The Home office
must be visited on this matter. The people of
England have emphatically declared that per
sonal slavery shall not exist within their empire;
and have paid, in their generous weakness, a
magnificent ransom for the enslaved. They
must be sleeplessly vigilant, lest the little
tyrants who they ioolishly permit to disgrace
them in the tropics add to their reproaches the
undeserved and intolerable one of conniving at
a critae they call upon the world to suppress.

PUBLIC-HOUSES IN LIVERPOOL.
From the Baitish Banner.

The following paragraph has been going the
round of the papers :—*'I'he number of public-
houses in Liverpool is 1,480, and beer shops
700, in all 2,180. Taking the population at
350,000, thisis one public-heuse or beer-shop to
every 1000 individuals, mnen, women, and chil.
dren. Taking each farmly to amount to four
persons, there is one public-house or beer-shop
10 every forty adult males.”

This statement would scem from its form to
be the result of careful cxamination, and its ge.
neral accuracy may thercfore be relied on. It
only needs a very slight reflection to compre-
hend the appalling view which it affords of the
condition of that town. It must be remember.
ed, that the 2,180 establishments in question

are in addition to those more resepectable mer-
cantile firins which deal in wines, spints, and
malt hquors, and by whom, lor the most part,
privato tamilies are snpplied with these articles
for domestie use.  The wtoxicaiing liquors suld
by these public honses and beer-shops are gene.
rally consumed oo the premises, etther at the
counter or 1w reoms provided for that purpose
I'he majority ol the proprietors of these estnb.
lishments are clubbed together to dulend thay
oyn ntggests, ard to resist all avempts which
they deem cafculated 1o injure them,  Let the
reader just think of these facts. Flere s a nu.
inerons and compact budy of men, systemnati
caliy erployed in tempung and corrupting the
mass of the populatior, and with what success
the very nuinbers engaged 1 the trade may suf-
fice 1o shew.  Ouc publican to every forty adult
males! Just think of tns, It is ridicalous to
unagine that the reasonable waunts«f the popu-
lation, even accordig to the estimate of the must
determined eppovent of the total abstuence
princtple, shouvld require such a swarm of pubh
cans, That such nuwbers contrive to -
tun 8 trade, and that many of them grow rich
n g, 1s & fact which constitutes the most con-
clustve evidence of the disastrous influence ex-
erted by this class of peisons on the communaty.
What may be the numbers of ministers of rehi
wion belonging to the different denominatious in
ihat town, we cannot tahe it upon ourselves to
affinn ; but, making a Lberal allowance, let us
imagiue that there are three hundred.  Now,
what gieat piobabibiy can there be of any

ihese persous, beset us they are on every side
by upwards of 2.000 individuals, whose object it
i3 to neutrabize their efforts, and to entice the
population to the degrading vices of a besotied
sensun]ily? .

Let the reader extend his views a little fur-
ther. Let him reflect on the gaudy and flanot
ingr decorations of these estabhishments—the gra
tuitous amusements found fo. those who liequint
thern—the numerous applicances devised (o
draw customers and seduce the unwary, aud
does he require to be told what the consegueuces
must inevitably be? Itmay be calenlated with
confidence, that the poor-rates will be large—
that rags and wretchedness will abound—that
juvenile delinquents will be multiplied—that
the gaols will be crowded—that the police and
the magistrates will find plenty of employment,
and that education will be checked, and its in.
fluence neutralized by this corrupting agency |
Aund so we find it. Liverpool has acquired an
.unenviable notoriety for its pauperism—for 1s
wiserable habitations—-for its critne, both adult
and juvenile, und for its disease and mortality I

We fear that there is no great difference be.
tween Liverpool and the other great towns in
the kingdom in these particulars. In all of
thern public-houses abound out of ull reasonable.
propottion to the wants of the population; and
gererally speaking, the more wretched and des-
utute the neighborhood, the move they thrive
and prosper. They literally prey on the poor;
they fatten on the vices of their fellowmen, and
are a prolific source of disease and misery |

With the magistrates rests the-power of grant-
ing licenses to these establishments, and that
they are greatly to biame for the existing state
of things cannot be questioned. It has ofien
been to us matter of extreme perplexity to dis-
cover the principle on which they have dealt
with many of these applications. We have
%nown the most urgent remonstrances from the
majority of the inhabitants in a particular lo-
cality utterly disregarded, and one of these vile
establishments sanctioned, to the deterioration
of the property and the sore annoyance of the
respectable families in the vicinity. Such cases
naturally awaken the suspicion, that the desire
to confer a favor on some [riend interested in
the speculation has prevailed with those in an.
thority to set every other consideration at defi-
ance. And, indeed the cases are not few in
which parties so confidently reckon on obtain.
ing a hcense as readily to incur a considerable
expense in altering their premiges long before
application isimade ; and irdly-dver have these
calculations proved deceptive, JIfitheir first ap-
plication has failed, the secand ‘has invariably
succeeded. Their very expenditure has proved
a reason—and the more reckless, the more co-
gent it has proved—for granting their request.

Now, this is a highly reprehensible state of
things. It is surely, time to pay stime attention
to this matter. The entire system of licensing
mnst undergo revision. We have'a hearty
sympathy with the total abstinence sopieties.—
They have done much good already,rand we
desire for them far more extended: success. Bat

influence is far too remote and feeble-on this
forin of public immortality, for it is no bgjter.—
The gin-palace iz a mighty obstacle in th
of their success. Such establishments. ly
and snares before many whose judgig
aained to the cause of temperance, but “whose
infirmity of purpose makes them as easy pre
to the seductions which meet them on every
side. Some movement is needed which shall
directly bear on the whole question relating’ to
these public-houses. ‘The propriety and, indeed,
necessity of some alteration will be disputed by
faw. We can only at present throw out a few
hints for consideration.

Does it not seem reasorable, that persons
engaged in dealing in intoxicationg liquors,
‘whether as merchants, or brewers, or publivans,

large sucuess uttending the benevolent labors of

they do not quite meet the present case: their ).

shoald be dizquahified fvomn acting on the beneh
when apphicaans for licouses como on for con.
sideration 7 Is 1t vight that parties mterested
i this trade should be placed in a sitoation
where they may be uuder strong temptation o
art improperly 7 As a class. the persons to
whom we now refer are marled by great diver.
siy of character,  ‘Fhat there are inany of themn
of Ingh respeetability—rmen who would scorn
to do anything mean, and are conscientivusly
interested in the publie welfure, we do not doubt
There are others, however, amongst them tho
roughly selfish—wlo eare for nothing but thei
own gains, and who would not seruple a mo-
ment to sacrilice the morality of the comnuut:
ty to their own aggrandisement,  Strange
statements have atdiflevent tunes,comeunder our
notice on this subject.  We have heard of in-
dividuals in some ol these large towns con.
unually on the lovk-out for cheap purchases
of property, and, having altered them into pub-
nc-houses, selling them at an exotbitant pro.
iit, oun the undersiading that & license would
be secure! fur then, wod of brewers beny
ihe owuers of dozens and even scores ofhouses
lor the sale of their hquots,  What truih there
may be in these reports we donot know ; bat,
if these pracuces are pussible they doubtless
will sumetimes oveur, aod their pussible ocear
tenee s a sufficient reason for the exclusiou
of the whole class {rom the cxercise of a power
linble to so serious un abuse.

Further, when th2 magistrates grant a li
cense ngalnst the urgent remnoastrance of
large proportion of the habitants of a partica-
far locality, 1t seems reasoasable that vie remon
strants should have the power of appeal agasnst
the decision of the magistrates by some cheap,
summary, and effectual process.  We areaware
that thie applicants for a license have the power
of appeal in many, if not in alt instances of a re-
tusnl, but we are not aware that the inhabrtants
have ; at least if they have it must be.so trouble-
some and expensive  process, that it is rurely
wied, although most obvious it is that such a
power of appeal, by those who are likely to be in
jured by the licenes belng granted, would oxert u
most salutary check on the procecdings of the
mugistrates,

Again, there scems no reason why musical
and other entertaintents, now often gratuitous.
ly farnished in these pyblic-houses, should not
be strictly prohibited. = The sole object of these
amusemenls is to attract cusiom to the house —
In some instances,several performers are regu.
larly engaged at a stated salary—an evidence
that these speculations arve successful. Such
hiouses are frequented-by persons of inost disrepu-
table churacter. ‘I'hey are toa largeextent pub
lic pests, destructive to the morals of the commu
nity, If the law, asnow constructed, was io.
tended to reach such places, it is notorious that it
issystematically evaded, ‘I'hese thingsought to
be speedily nbated asintolerable nuisances,

{n addition, it deserves consideration, whether
it would. not be wise to prohibit nltogether the
sale of glasses of spirits to be drunk at the coun.
ter. That this practice isone of the most proli

| fic sources of temptution, will not be denied.

Let an individual watch for a single hour, at
any part of the dav, the company who enter
these establishments, and he will be surprised.
at the mass ol misery, rags, and vice, which
will pass before him in that short time.—
There is hardly aoything like it to be met
with anywhere else. 1t 18 a moving moral
infoction.  T'o what will not the greed of gain

reconcile human beings, when they are found:

habituating themselves, withnut disgust, impu-
rity and disease, aye, and profit, by minister-
ing to its accumulation and perpetoity? The
prohibition of dram-selling, if practicable would
be a great public blessing.

The last suggestion which we have to offer
may be deemed somewhat Utopjan, and yetit
is mamfestly reasonable. Why should not

‘these public houses be mnde responsible for

the pauperisin which they directly-create 7 How
many lamilies are left destitute, and thrown on
the support of the public by the drunkenness
of the parents | 1s it fair that the public should
be compelled to pay for the mischief which
other parties directly perpetrate for their own
selfish profit? Every man is held morally
responsible for the effect of his own conduct ;
nay if a man conduct a trade attended with
injury to lus neighbor, he may be legally com
pelled to make good the damage. And shall
persons minister to the vices of their lellow-men
to the ruin of their families, and not be ac
countable? It is no difficult thing to ascertain
when a family has been thrown on the Poor-
rates through the drunken conduct of the pa-
rents. In all such cases, when established by
evidence—a. thing not difficult to do—let the
family be provided for, not by the public at
large, but by a rate on the public houses —
Let those who have been enriched by the vice
be legally bound to sustain those who are the
involuntary and helpless victims of it. There
is some wisdom in maling the vice in thié
way contribute to its own cure. The reasona-
bleness of this will not be denied, however its
practicability may be questioned.

Whatever may be thought of these swgges-
tions, our end will be gained if they contribute
to awaken public attention to this subject and
lead to the adoption of such measures as
may tend to abate in some degfee this cry-
ing evil.

CASE OF DR. ACHILLIL
From the Puritan Recorder.

_'T'he religions public in England is much ex-
cited at this time, at an exposure ade by
Curdinat Wiseman of the lite and conduct of Dr.
Achilli, while the latter was a Romish priest,
professor and friar. Tt is set forth that, for ten
years, he prostitnted his sacerdotal influence to
the panipenng of his licentiousness, and to the
1uin of numerous females, some of them within
conventual enclosures.  During all this period,
i which his guilt was fully know to lus eccle-
siastical supericis, he was removed from post
to post, and ever prompted, “always as Car-
dinal  Wiseman says, “in hope of reclaming
him " Strange hope |

T'hese exposures of a wolf 1n sheep’s clothing,
would pever have been made, if the wolf had
only vetained the monkish cowl. It was time
for Dr, Achilli to forsake a church which tol-
erated hun ' so wolfishly devouring the lamnbs
of the fold, and which held the priestly robes
over him to screcn his pollutions. Such a
sphere was evidently no fit place for repentance
and reform. He had need to come out of it, in
«in:delr that he might leave his abominations be-
hind,

De. Achilli, however, denies the truth of the
Cardinal's allegations, and it is vaderstood
ihat they are to be tested by a suit of libel —
The prosecutive of & Romush dignitary of Dr.
Wiseman’s rank, in an English Court, and on
such nn oceasion, will coustitute one of the most
\intepsley exciiing trials on record.  And htthe
result be what it may, it must prove hurtful to
his cause. For if, as we hope and believe it
will, the innocence- of Dr. Achilli shall be made
manilest, then the arch-priest who slandered him
must be branded for life with indelible oppro-
briom.  Bat i, on the contrary, Dr. Wiseman
shall prove the truth of his charges, he will
prove far too much for the credit and safety of
his church. In that case, he will prove to a
demonstration, under pure popish testimony und
bis own published declarations, that a priest
kuown to his spiritual governors to be addicted
to the vilest profligney and abuse of his sacred
office, muy be relained in it for any length of
Lime, and screened from justics, so long as he will
not turn protestunt and’ penitent. It will be
proved by themselves that they have had one
recent instance of the kind at Rome itself, of
which-they are known by other testimony to
have had many, Who shall say that any priest
of thnirs, even “through coming from the head-
quarters in Italy-is pure from such crimnes ?-—
How cnn the possession of that office among
them be regarded as any ground for a favora-
ble opinion of the morar character of the pos-
sessor? Who can ftell what might come to
licht in régard to Cardinal Wiseman hiinself,
il he teo were to forsalte the courts of the Ro-
mish Harlot, and separate himself from her
pollutions? ’

Ecclesiastical.

Canadian Wesleyan Methodist N. Connexion Churel,

MISSIONARY SERVICES,
TORONTO DISTRICT,

Toronto City:

Jan, 7th, 1851, Sermons, 11 a. m,, and & p. m, Rev,
i1, 0. Crofts,

Jan. 8th, 1851, Public Mecling, at 7 p; m.
York Circuit: 4

Yorkville, Jan. 7th, 1851, Sermon, 11 a. m., Rev. W,
McClure,

Yorkville, 4 &« “ . 6 p.m Rev J.
W. G. Rogers,

Blue Bell, ¢« # % 11 a.m, Rev. J.
W. G. Roers.

Blue Bell, « « & “ 6 p. m, Rev. W,
McClure.

3rd Toll Gate, ¢  « ¢ 6 p.m, Rev, J.
Hales, .

Yorkville, Jan. 9th, 1851, Public: Meeting, 7 p. m.
3rd Toll Gate, 10th, ¢ “ s Tp.om,
Blue Bell +  11th, # 4 &  Tpem.
Brock Circuil
Missionary Sermons, January 14th, 1831, by the Rev’s.
D, D, Rofston, and J, W, G. Rogers ; and Missionary
Mectings from the 15th, to the 18th: arfangements to
be made by the Superintendent Preacher.
Whilchurch Circuit:
Whitchurch, Jan, 21st, 1851, Sermon, 10} a. m. Rev.
W. McClure.

Holland Landing,23rd, ¢

Whitchurch,  24th, @
Brownsville,  256th, « «
Tecumseth, Q206th, ]

Trafalzar Circuit :

Jan, 28th, 1851, Sermons, by the Reve, D, D. Rolston,
and C.-Curry ; Public Meetings, from the 29th to the
31st; arrangements to te made by the Superintendent
Preacher. DrpPuTATION, Revs. W. McClure, J.
Hales, D. D. Rolston, and C, Cunry.

Caledon Circuit : .
Jan. 28th, 1851, Sermons, by the Rev. J, Halcs: Mis-
sionary Meetings, Feb. 1st and 2nd. DEPUTATION,
Revs.” W. McCluse, J. Hales, D, D Rolston, and C.
Curry. )

ed it expedient to make arrangements, althongh desti-
tute of sufficient information.to erable them to announce
all the details. It 1s boped, however, that in order to
render our Missionary operations iucreasingly succese-
fal, the Superintendents of Circuits will lose po time in
furnishing lists of appointments for Missionary Services
on their several Stations, for insertion in the Walchman.
T. T. Howarp,
Sec. Mis. Com.

‘T'oronto, Nov. %th, 1850.

Holtand Landing, « ¢ “ 3p. m, Rev.
W. McClure,

Queensville, 4 “ o 6 p. m. Rev,
W..McClure,

‘Tecumseth, 4 L u“ 10§ a, m. Rev,
J. C. Warren,

Brownsville, LU ¢ 3 p. m. Rev,
J. C. Warren, : .

Queensville,  22nd, Public Meﬁting, ..

n two or three cases, the General Committee have deems



