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Photographic Notes
WATlERTIGIlT COATING FOR wOot)L5N

DIS11iS.

ltro n resin ................ oza.
3teeswax...................2

MNtelt together in a tin pan, and, wheni
quite fluid, co uit dbi , nitl siuld
be quite dry and warnm.

I:L.CK VARNISI.

Icnzole............ .. ozs.
Trpenkitinte.... ......... ... t oz.
.\asticated ruiber ieat0d to

fusing ............ 100 grs.

Dissolve the rubber in the benzole and
turpentine, and then add 4 ounces of
aspialtun broken into snall pieces.-
P/wogtramt.

w.\XtNG SOUTION

Before squeegeeing prints on to glass
to obtain a brilliant surface it is usual to
give the glass a rub with a solution of
wax. A superiur preparation is:

spermaceti ................. 5J.
lIenzine......................lx.

Dissolve.

z-oz. boules, with directions, sel at 6d.
The addition of a drop or two of citronella
oil is not a disadvantage. - Cemiiist and
Druggist.

TINTFI «IAT' vAtNISii FOR MiASKING.

No. i ordnary matt varnish.
No. 2 stock color solution.

Matachite green........... 10 grains
Alconol . ............ .. oz.

1 No. z varnih..............5 oz.
j< No. 2 color solution. 30 inimints
(No. t varnish......... ... ·or.

a 1No..2 color solution........ 6a minims

The varnisi solution retans the color fur
sonie time, but fades after prolonged
kecping. It is, therefore, advisable not to
prepare more than is required for a nonth
or two's use. The varnisi on the nega-
tive retains its color well.-Piotogram.

, Inexpensive Photographie Tray.

An inexpensive photographic tray or
battery cell, wl.ich is practically water,
acid, alkali proof, may be alde out of a
pasteboard box by covering it with a coat-
ing:made by melting together equail parts
of paraffin. and gutta-percha chips. The
gutta.percha should be melted first over a
slow lire, the paraftin is then added, and
the whole composition thoroughly nixed
and brought to a fluid condition. It is
then poured into the box or box cover,
which should he dry and warn. The
composition should hz. alluowed to run
along the edges, so that the entire inside
of the box is waterproofed ; the excess is
poured off, and lte box is tlict allowed to
Co1, The outside should then be water-

proofed in the samte mîtanner. Ini case
any spot fails to receive the composition,
somge of il imîay ite made into sticks and
applied to the bare places with the md if
a hot iron, whichi mtay also be used tu
suoth utip anIly uneventness (if the surface.
Sote phioograpiues like ridges in tle
tray to keep the plate off lite bottomi and
to facihitate ii lifting it out. These ridges
$a.Iln bu i.asi> bUlit ru1. wth ite aid of a
hot iron. Thiese pasteboard trays are
light, and are not liable to be broken by
a fail. Old dry-plate boxes may bc titil-
iied for titis purpose. WVoodent trays
imtay be waterproofed in the samte mita.t-
ier, anid can be uîsed for batteries if de-
sire(l.-Sien(/ic Imilerican.

Colors in Photography.

Il has often bect observed that a
brigîht scarlet unifori will, in a good
plotographic dark.roott with ruby-glass
windows, appear perfectly wiite. Oit
this subject Herr Il. V. Vogel made
somte interesting communications to thle
lhysical Society of Berlini ai a recent
mteeting. Experimenting with oil lamps
provided with pure red, green, and blue
color screens, ie fouind that, when white
liglt was rigidly exciruded, all sense of
color disappeared to the observers, and
iothing but siades of black and white
could be distiiguisied oit objects in the
ruotm. le further fouind that a scale of
colors illuiitinated by red ligit showed
the red pigments as white or gray, which
abruptly turned into yellow, and not red,
on adding blue light. Hence a color
was pcrceived which was not contained in
cither of the sources. Red and yellow
patches appeared of the saite color, so
thtat they could hardly be distinguislted.
But the difTerence was at once brouglt
out by adding greei instead of blue
liglit. How .very itich the kirnd of sen.
sation experienced depends upon the in
tensity of illumination is casily seni in
the case of the region of the spectrumr
tear the G. hne of i-raunhofer. This
region appears violet when ils ltiîttînosity
is feeble, blue çhen it is strotnger, and
iay even appear bluish-white witih strong

sunlght, so that the assertion often made
that with normal eycs a definite color.
sensation corresponds to a defriite wave-
length cannot he uplield. Ierr Vogel
coles to the conclusion that our opmîiont
as to the color of a pigmient :s guided by
our perception of :Ite absence of certamn
constituents. lTus a rcd substance is
only recogrized as such when liglit of
other colors is admitted, and we pîerceive
its inabihty to reflect tiese.-.iV#uture.
(Pharmaceitical journal and Transa:c-
tions.)

Coma< No-r NjJURIous TO PrAN0ls.-
A. Tsclt.l reentîly has repcated h
previois assertion tlit insoluble copper
compouids in the soil in sn nmantner are
injurious to vegetation. lis cxleriieits
ilso include aquatic plants.

Wintergreen 011.

The .irtifi.al inethys h il. i l <on

st.mitly gaiiig grointiid, althiugi its op.
poneus in America are doing ail tiat lies
in titear pover tu brin-g il insto disciedit.
As ant istance of titis, we iiinay iiention
that ain atcutpt was recenily. made to
create a panic aîmong the manufactmers
of .ietwvig su:ns, who aus a ton:sdrle
quanitity of lte od, hy spreading about a
report that the ise of theartilicial prodiiet
caused inflianmation of the eyes. It was
state( that the " eheinucals " contaiied in

ithe synthetical oil were the sotuice of the
imischief. Ansy one çio has the least idea
what so.called natural and artificial win-
tergreei oils are will at once agree with its
that such statenents are the outcote of
crass ignorance.

According to the tew U.S.P., both the
genuine wmnergreen oit-which is hardly
to be met with atny longer in conieice-
and tie oni prepared frot sweet birch,
cons:st albost cntirel tf methyl salbeylate,
presupposing always that both are pure,
and not, as is frequently the case, adilter
ated. Now, can there be any douti that
mltethyl-sailicylate is the oily active con)-
stituent of both oils? If. then, in view of
the fact that the two atural oils are
sca:cely to be iet vith it contnerce Imi a
state of reliable purity, a pure meth)lsali.
cylate, prepared frot pure salicylate acid
as used daîiy in iedicie-tiat is Io say,
a product of defimlte .ienital cumiipou
tiont, CH..,C2H.-.O-is iecotmitended,
ite question arises: IHow is it possible

that any one with te least inkliig of
cheistrv can talk of "i.uots thenti-
cals " which are said to be iresent in win-
tergreei oil. It is impttOssille to argue
against such foolish assertions as ate
palied off upon the Amiterican consumer.
-Sdümmer's Report.

The Metrie System in England.

The imtetric systelm is agaii in Ite air.
Two parties are iringing il hefore Aur a:
tenition-the one alttemtlng to brimg
about ils legal use in export trading, the
otier its intoductiont into the Britisi
Plharnacopte:a. . The wholc ques
lion of the adoption of tietric weightsand
ieasures i this country is one i w hich

most people, even of the ecdticated classes,
take a very lazy interlest. We sec nîo signts
of anything aptproaching a general desire
anong these for site everyday use of the
gramme, metire, etc. Indeed, we mlust
contfess that for general trading in Great
lritain nu practical beneit. woutld be
derived front the use of the netric systei.
. . . There is a factor in tle qites:ion
which would teli agamnst tlte champions
of the mietric systeii. and which lias bcen
often left out of conlisiderationt. 'lie
metric systei sounds wonderfiilly logical
and smpi.e, hur any aulet ut pî.umaq
could tell of the amnazmgg ditTiculity fotind
i getting stad<ieits to iiderstaind it thor
oughly. lie difficulty is cihtefly seen it
studcnts working cal::ulations mt cubic


