TRUTH.

Thoe murderers, John and Georgo
Stevhenson, were hung at Regina Jast
week for a murder committed in June
of Inst year. Tho guilt of the men was
undoubted, and thoy madea full confession
of thoir ermmo on the gallows.  Yet thoy
hoped to cscapo up to the very las,
through the active etlorts of ablo lawyors.
As it was thoy ex:aped pumshment for
almost 2 year, much i consequonce of
the tardmess of tho legal authorities, and
of tho skill of the Jegal gentiemen fee'dto
asgist them.  Such long delays i admin-
istoring justice have a most demoralizing
effect, and in overy instance there should
be a searching cuqguiry why a delay was
neceesary at ull—or if thero was a dolay
without any necessity forit.  Tho legal
gentleman and the dilatery legal officials
avo much more responsible for much of
tho lynch Jaw outrages than they are
willing to acknowledge.  The facts ought
to be theroughly ventilated.
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The question of women’s work and
wages i3 not to be settled in our gonera-
tion. Every day's newspaper contains
somo complaint of inadequate pay or un-
fair treatment on the part of the employ-
ers, with an implied appeal to the humane
public to right the wrong. No doubt
thero i3 a certain foundation for the pro-
test. Womon ave the weaker sido in the
controversy, and the weakest must go to
the wall. But no closo observer of the
feminine habit of mind can fail to have
been struck with a certain air of conde-
acension which most women maintain to.
ward their work, and which explains, in
a degree at least, their discontent. Men
take up their businese, be it hard or easy,
ploasaut «r hateful, with a matter-of-
courso determination to accomplish it
waich ignores its quality altogethor. We-
auen sigh ovor theirs, lament the hard ne-
c.ssity which brings them to it, patronize
it 2s nut quite worthy of their attention,
and aro always looking over the cdge of
it toward « freo beyond.

Wriniug 1 regara w the closing of the
Iate session of the Ontanio Legislaturo the
Montreal Hitness says:—**The Licut.-
Governor's speech mentions the act con-
firming the agreement with Manitoba, by
which the question of the boundary
award i3 referred to the Privy Council for
decision. Tho clection law has been
amended so as to make bribery moro
diflicult. A contagious discase act was
passed, and a factory act requiring
machinery to bo guarded from possiblo
contact with cmnployces, and making
other provisions for the safety of opern-
tives, was passed.  Tho Licenso Act has
been moro restrictive, and the penaltics
for violation has been increased. A fair
amount of *vork has beon dono this aes-
aion by tho Ontario Lrgi lature, but tho
Government has probably been strength-
ened more by the corruption of its
enemics than by the useful work which
has beon done.”

Tho Tnited States government may yet
find abundant reasen to regret its supine-
ness in regard to tho Irish dynamito
domonstrations g0 jong tolerated in tho
country. Men of a vicious stamp are be-
coming familiarized with tho idea that
dynamite may bo msed as legitimato and

offectunl means of revenge fur real or
supposed wrongs, and it may becomo a
dungerously common idea to uso it on
cnemies ab homd as well as abroad. What
if tho dynamitors should take it in their
heads to dynamito somo of the public
buildings of the United States ns well as
of England or Canada? ‘TChoure are ru.
mors that balls filled with the torribly
dangerous explosive were thrown about
during the lato Cinciunati riots, end that
a parbef the very sorious destr :tion of
property was brought about in that way.
It may be but a drop beforo a shower.
Let brutal and ignorant men got accus-
tomed to tho idea of using dynawmite
whenevor real destruction is desired, and
a timo of toerror may soon como.

The statement that a plot has boen dis-
covered to destroy tho principal Dublin
prison by dynamito should be reccived
with somo reserve. It is, morcover, ox-
ceciingly improbablothatsuch a discovery
vould lead the Government to transfer
the Irish Invincibles from the gaol in
question to somo of the English prisons,
The incarceration of a lot. of violent dy 1a-
miters in the Tombs wonld be one of the
bost guarantees that that edifico could
have of its immunity from explosions,
The British Government thoroughly ap-
preciates this view of the matter, having
Iiedd ever since the Westminster affair
that tho Houses of Parlimment wero per-
fcctly sccuro as long a5 the Home Rulers
retained their eeats.

When first proposed as a means of dis-
posing of our poor frail bodios, cremation
was looked upoun with little short of
horror by tho gonerality of people.
Things have changed since then, and
cremation bids fair to becomo, at no very
short distanco of timo, tho universal
custom. Such improvements have boon
adopted in theconstruction of cromatorics,
that completo conbustion is sccured, with-
any the loss of any of the constituents of
the body, and tho methed of transferring
the body to tho furnaco and preserving the
ashes for the friends, is divested of cvery
disagreeablo feature. Tho question of
cremation is o topic of discussion in our
loading journals and magazines, and with
fow oxceptions is now very favorably re-
garded. It is more economical than our
present system, it is cortainly suporior,
from a sanitary point of view, and it does
away with tho fear of grave desocration,
and tho dread of burial alive.

Foreigners in China, according to
tho Pckin correspondent of the Pull Mall
Gazelle, makes a great outcry about tho
stupidity of tho Chineso in holding out
against railways. Chincso do hold out
against railways, and thoy ave quite
right, hio ssys, in doing so. Thoy fcel
that to introduce railways at present
would bo to floed the country with forcizn
enginccis, tontractors, managers, machine
mechanics, engino drivers, &c., and once
thero the Chinamen foar that thoy would
novor leavo, but got a hold on the coun-
try, and that China would becomo o secc-
ond India and pass under foreign rulo.
Rather than have tho foreigner thoy go
without tho railway, and bido their time.
Railways and all the rest will como as
soon as they can maka and manago them

without help. Coming up to Pekin from
Tientsin ho was surprised to look out of
his boat nud seo tolegraph posts strotch-
ing along the country, and learned that
thero had been n telegraph established
buotween Tientsin and Tung Chou, & place
fifteen miles from tho capital. It was
erected under foreign suporvision, but is
worked entirely by Chinamen. China
fecls herself competent to work a tele-
graph, and has it, not only from near Pe-
kiu to Tientsin, but from Tientsin onward
toariver port near Shanghai.  As sorn as
China feols that sho can work a milway
the railway will come. A great deal that
is said about China being ready for rail-
ways is premature. There is hardly a
place in tho north of the empire where a
railway would pay. What China wants
first is8 good roads. After some ten or
fifteen yoars of good roads an intercom-
munication trafliz will aspring up which
will call for raiiways, but at present no
such traflic, except, perhaps, on one route,
has been developed and a  railway, if
built to morrow, wonld stand rusting its
rails in idleness.

It is no% so much smprising as Lhumili-
ating to observe how strongly what we
call the supernatural impresses m=nkind,
cven in these days of enlightenment and
progressive discovery.  In the days of
our jgnorance it was inevitable that this
dread should be groat and universal.
There was really very little to illumine
the human understanding and to suggest
for its consideration that the unknowa is
not necessarily unknowablo,  Until with-
in what must be deomed recent days, no
singlo discovery of any magnitude had
beon mrde oxcept tho nagnet and the
mariner's compass ; and, although theso
objects, with their phonomena, might
have been held to point to tho solution of
othor mysateries, thoy did nob at first
scemn to imply or involve nearly so much
as they are now scen to involve and im-
ply when regarded in the light thrown
upon them by other inventions. Now
however, in the broad light of science,
with all we know ¢f the rezentlyunknown
and all that our present knowledge shad-
ows forth, it is & shame to our nature
that wo aro nob rather cager to solve
the cnigma than scared at the remaining
myatery of the supermatural.  For
tho purposos of amusoment the lotve of
domonology and witcheraft may be pre-
sorved or evendroised up in a neow form
under the name and guise of ¢ Spiritual-
ism™ ; bus it is discreditabls to sano and
inirly strong minds that a lingering dread
of tho supcrnatural should bo found to
haunt tho chambers of imagery, that thore
should not only be crodulity, but actual
dread in relativn to subjects which pro-
bably have no cxistence outside the con-
sciousness of those who are oppressed and
worricd by thom, and, if they hagd, should
wholly lack tho power to disturb or
afright. As for ‘*authenticated ghost-
stories,’'thero aro legionsofsuch narratives
cxtant, and, for aught Trvrr knows, a
considorablo proportion of them may bo
true—that is rclations of fact, so faras
thoso by whom thoy aro related are con-
cerned. That objects—call them “appar-
itions” if any ono pleases—have boen scen
or heard TruTi does not for a moment
doubt or deny, but in auch ». anner, and

inguch manner only, ay flashes of light

have been seen befors the oyesof persons
whohave been struck on the head or whoso
braing have bevn over-stimulated, and in
su-h manner as sounds are heard in sleop,
or cven when in the act of awakening, or
oven wide awake bat  abstract-
od, as it were, and in & con-
dition to bewmisled by impressions on tho
senso of hearing. We will go further,
and admit that ther~ may be influences
which on® mind-—or ore brain—zan exert
on another, sympathetic disturbarces
whi~h one nervous system may set up in
another.  The possibility of such inter-
coHmmunication between similar organ.
ismiis evidont, just as cno rced instru-
ment will affect another.  Wo can under-
gtand all thig, and we can believe that much -
that will horeafter bo discovered may be
very surprising and as mervellous to us,
if we could anticipato the discoveries of
future ages, as the telograph would have
been to our benighte ! ancestors if they
had lighted upon it; bud that thero is
nothing supernatural—that is, absve and
boyond nature in the sonse of being dis-
connected from it—wo aro assured, not
because the thing is impossible, but be-
causo the wholo harmony of creation and
the philosophy of scicuco cowbine to ren-
der the conjecture that aunything super-
natural exists ncedless and absurd. Rest
assured we are interg=l paris of a vast
whole which i3 the sum of tho forces wo
sca and feel at work within and around
us, and which neither stultifies the initial -
principles of its development in its high-
est phase nor consummates its perfection
in discord.

Another of thoso terribly disastrous
cyclunes passed through paits of tho
tato of Indiana last weok. The vil-
lago of Oakville, consisting of about thirty
houses, is roported to have been swept
out of existence, Tour persons were

kiled and a number wounded. At an-
other village, Reynoldsburg, several
houses. At Dittsburg a good deal of

damage was done, and a wiro mill was
weecked, seriously iajuring somo of the
workmen. In another county four per-
sons were reported killed and twenty-two
injured Ly falling buildings. Trees were
prostrated across a railway track and an
cxpress train thrown off in consequence.
To reach thoclimax a telegram from
Huntsvillo states that: *‘A baby was car-
ried soveral miles in tho woods where it
was found alive this morning.” At this
distanco it looks as though there must bo
somo terrible lying as well as terriblo
wind down South. Therp destructive
cyclones appear to be growing more fre-
quént and moro disastrous in the Svuth
and West.  Three disastrous ones have
been reported withina menth.

When once a start is made in applying
the principle of protection it appearsa
diflicult matter to decido when and whero
to stop. That fact is becoming nore and
moro ovident in tho Tnited States cach
year. At first tho accision was to pro-
tect manufactured ariicles so as to en-
courage horao industy allowing raw
material of all kinds to enter free, but tho
lincs have kept widening cut and inter~
cst after intercst has been clamoring for
protection and recvived it tho,  In tho
boginning tho idea was that by tho pro-

tection of infant industrics thoy would



