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the ceai formantion nt the Jo gi, NNva Scotin, they dliscevured( iii
the initerior of a Ibssit trc (.Sigillainr) the bances of il small animal
whichi thev called tise Dendrerpetan- Acadianuni, froni the way is
which) it was found. Thoy aise discovercd in the saine troe the
eli of a land mnail (Ptipa), the first ever fonnd iii rocks of tise

na. Wre wc.rc iîîformed by the only person who~ %Yitnemecd those
discoveries, that notlsing cessld have exccded the delight of Sir
Charles and bis campanions when they made theni. No gold
miner could have 1coked with greater jay upon lus first nuget,
thjan tlscy did on tisis indistinct jaw banc of onc of the very sinal lest.,
and lowcnt animais of creation, and the littie land siseil associated
wýith it. And yet tihe deliglit of these geola*ists wss isat extrava-
gai.*.,. These fassils wero more valuable ansmstpeis
of stones; for in ail the enormous coal fields of North America,
they were the only evidence of t'so existence of the twvo clans of
animnais ta, which they belonged, during the vent period of tume
wivhl must have clapsed dnlring thse formation of the Ainerican
carboniferons rock<s. lIt 18 by stich discoveries as these-it is by
thus bringi-ng ta, light, and intcrpreting tise indistinct hieroglyphica
of nature, that we are enablcd ta rcad thse wondrous history of thse
past.

ie Dendrerpeton Acadiannns* is srupposed by thse mns
eminent comparative anatamista who have examined tise fossil, ta,
ho a perennebranchiate batrachian, or in plain Englisi a description
of fr-og. lIt is thouglit ta have been about two feet six inchesQ ln
lengtis, and not unlike in it8 foryn ta, the labyrinthodon, and tIse
fossils alrcady described found in the ceai formation of Gerniany,
thils farming anather Iink in thse chain which connecta thse car-
Loniferous rocks of Europe and America, showing that they belong
ta, tise sine geelogicai, period, and were deposited under tise sanie
circîsmstances.

Wlien in Nova Scotia three years aga we were shown the place
wliere the I)cndrcr-petan was found, and an upriglit fossil tree
(Sigyill.<ria), which -we werc infornicd %vas like that in whiich *it was
<liscovered. It ivas nat however sufficiently devcloped frans tihe
lank fur iis ta examine it, but wc have undcrstood tîsat 3fr. Dawson
discovered last summer in a troc near tise sainie place, probably tise
saine one, anothcr fassil* animai. Wu. have net seen a description
of tisis fossil, but presunse tisat it n'as of tl'e saine genera ab thse
deudrerpeton. Mr. DaLwson han aiso fossnd since his finit discoery
seme craniai bancs in thse Pictau coal mines of Nova Scotia,
embedded la a luirap of ceaI, wlsic.h undoubtedly belonged ta thse
troc labyrinthodan, or ia atiser wvords ta an extinet crni of frogs,
se cailed, froni t.he intricate Nvindings, or labyrintlI'ine markin;gs
abserved wvhen a section is made iserans their teetis.

Onue fact we thiaik ivili ssw bo evident to aur rensdors, that
-litucbsu±.tiu land ausiusals did exist duriu)g the formnationu of tIs ): 1

The trcte fusejI of Acadlia.


