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. THE ISRAELITES DESIRE A KING.
T 1 Sam. viil. 1-22%:

.- The ¢vents recorded in this cliapter- are
withont n parallel in bistory—a nation
without snfficient cawse demanding” & fanda-
wentil change of goverument, and that change
brought about withont. commotion and blood~
ghed. :

Tae paArTIEs DrsmiNg THe Kiva were the-

elders of [srael. They were the proper parties:
to move in this matter. They wero the con-
centrated wisdom: of the nation. They were
the representative wen, and they met in con-
claveto determine what they should do. In
this matter, a matter of great moment to the
“welfare of the pation, they were wunonimous,

for it is gaid that they all gathered themselves fial

together, and after having arrived abthe deei-
sion, they all formed » deputstion to wisit
Samuel. .

The assigned reasons for this step. werethe
age of the prophet Samuel, and the slleged
miscondact of his sons. These were not
odequate idasmuch as Semuel was siill i
the possession of much of his mentsl vigonr,
&nd conld easily have appointed other judges.
in theplace of hiserring sons. But the mind:
of the nation was set upen a change. They
were tired of the uvdemonatrative adminis~

tion of the judges and they made use off
“these reasops as mese accasions for galning
their purpose. |

These elders deserve the eredit of tzking
constitutional eans fur the accomplishment
of their end. A right end mwmy be sought:
by wrong meaas, a1 2 wiorg end may be.
soaght in a right woy. We sbould aim at
accomplishing caly richt ends, and thatina
right way.

To wrOM THE:R P.RIIES EXPRESSED THEIR
vesiee. To Sumurl.  Sarnnel, the prophet of
the Lord, who had beep iu the service of the
Lorg from the time be was a liule child, and
during whose teram of g0 -crnment the vation
of Israel had peace, a3 nowin his old age
rejected by the peonle he had so faithfully
served. 'This was asad wound to.his feelings.
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1 wos all the-eadder that. it was sssociated.]
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;with complaints sgainst bis sons; ang all the-
‘sadder atill that they rejected the praphet of
the Lord, and throngh him the Lopd: Hime
aclf. This wos the natural understanding ¥
and-the Yord Himselfso expressed it vor. 7.

Somael, Jike a wise prophet and a wise
man, took:their request before the Lord. And
He told thom his susweys  Phe Lord-gronted
them their request. Buob justas: He somo.
timea denies bis people inloxs; so.He on-tiifs
occasion gratified iltem itz angee.

Tho natursl results of theit choice wad

got. follp oftheir choies can be i'lus-
feated by the narratives ofthe difforent kings.
Learn—(1). That we ought to be usefal in
our early.years, for. when: we grow old we are-
noteas able ta do what is reqmired of us, Tt
stanca Sameel, who Ewed, a.lonyg life of ase-
dlness. - - .
{2) That we may db wellin s humble
position, and be spoiled by preferment ond
power. 1t was so with Samuel's sons,
f}. That the rejection of a servant of God
in bis lgfx'xcial capacity, is the rejection of God

himse! _

{4). That the Lord may grant onr desires,
a3 & means of punishing us,. for what be dis-
approves,
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THE BREFUGE.,
Jesus! I come to-thee, ’
A sinner doomed to die;
My only refage is thy cross,,
Here at thy feet I lie.

€an wercy reachk my case;,
And-all my sins.remove ?
. Bresk, O my God! this heart of stone,
And melt it by thy love.

,TFeo long my soul has-gone
Far from my God.astray ;

T've sported on the brink of hell,
In sin’s delusive way.

But, Lord ! my hearf: is fixed,
I hope in thee alore;

Break ot the chaing of sin and death,
And bind me to thy throne,

Thy blood can cleanse my heart;,
Thy haud can wipe my tears;
Oh! send thy blessed Spirit down
To barish all my fears,
Then shall my soul arise,
From sin and Satan free;:
Redeemed from hell and every fae,,
Pl trast along in thee,
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laialy predicted;, and wasamply verified iz
Fheir oxperience-andor the Kings which thoy, .
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