g

( i
THE C/ 7..DIAN MEDICAL TIMES.

of the upper ann after thirty-two dn.yu applica-
tion. On arriving at the deeper layers of wad-
ding, they were found to be tirmly glued to the
integuwents  in the vieinity of the wound
About half o wineglasful of matter enme awny
with the drewiing. It had a peculinr odour, not
that of putrescent pux, hut which M. Guerin at-
tribntes to the contined sehageous seeretion. The
wkin was quite normal, eing five from reduess,
wwelling, or suy other sigm of disewwal nction,
The end of bone wan well covesml by a healthy
granudating  uleer with the chiameteristic blun
nwrging, showing that the process of cientrisdion
wan going one ML Guerin weganbad this e an
# good specimen of the onlinnry resalt of the cot-
ton wadding divsing, Tt wan reapplied for ans
other peio,which he hopad wonhil conplete the
cre.  Two applintions aive generlly sutficient 5
 few strips of itthenive plaster s all that ix neees-
ry afterwanls, if the wleer in not guite healed.

The divieing in also applicable to other disense,
sich as phsevss nnd sinnk, especially w hen connect-
I xaw n cune of symovitis of the
kueejoint with sinuses tevated by M, Guerin

=] with joints

The sinuses swere laid fively open, aml the
appartus applied. Tt haw been yemoved sinee
wy et to Englind, bat Dr Blane, of the In-
dian Modien] Service, wag present at the removal,
anid writes nn follows :—** The wnult was benuti-
ful, all the incisions henled, and the knee about
the ke size as the healthy one.”
it i necosary to apply the wadding from the toes
to the goin, in the upper extremity from the
fingzerss to the shoulller.

In having reconnae to this method of dresing,
various precautions must be attended to. The
Jatient during its application ought to be remov-
“eltonn apartment where the atmosphere is pure
and then curiel back to his own ward.  The
compresion hy the bandages ought to bear on all
I-nrtu alike, and be at the sanme time powerful. It:
iz therefore necessary, ocensionally, during the
firmt twelve dayy, to apply more wadding and
handages, 50 as to conduce to this end. In am-
putations at the thigh the stamp is lable to ele-
vate itself, and cause the bone to protiude ; this
will be avoided hy maintaining it in the horizon-
tal position. The tempernture must be taken
regularly every morning and evening, aa it will
give the first indication of anything going wrong.
Nothing need be apprehended if it remains nor-
mai after the first forty-eight hour

The advautages contended for by the advoentes
of the “ pansement ounté” are—

1. Avoidance of the action of the air, which ir-
Titates, not oaly by its physical properties, but
also by reason of the minute organized bodies
which it holds in suspension.

2. A compression, firm, elastic, and sustained,

- which moderates the affux of the blood, and pro-
duces rigorous immobility of the parts, both in
themselves powerful antiphlogistic agents in the
treatment of wounda,

3. Remarkable diminution and frequently total
absence of pain.

4. Constant uniform fem?eratm'e of the parts,
also an important agent in the treotment
wounds.

5. The ease with which it is applied, and the

In these cases |

avoidance of the evil consequences cen of dressing the
wonnd daily or every two dayw

6. The protection affonled locally, thus facili-
tating the transport of the sick and their dissemi-
nation in crowded honpiitals,

Lastly. The statistics of M. Guerin show a very
marked diminution in the mortality of his large
operations since his adoption of this method.
Thux, dwrving the troubles in Pavin, when his
winrds were crowded with wounded mer under
the womnt conditions, nearly all bis Jarge opera-
tions were fatnl ; hut after its cmployment be hal
nineteen mcuwfu] canes out of thutv--uur large
(VLY rations,

T wiight also mention it safety,  Out of nu-
merous canves, § have not seen an untoward acci-
drnt. nor have T heand of any which conld ha
faivly ateributed to this new method of dressing.

It sevma destined to render great servies to the
prctice of wurgery, pavtienlwly to that of the
navy amd army, in the treatment, for exnmmple, of
severe wounds or necislents on hoard men-of-war,
when, owing to the mation of the ship, it is al-
most impossible otherwise to pnotect traumatic
aurfices, or to obtain immobility of the parta
Agnin, on the lield of hattle there is no method
likely to offer meater advantages in the treat- |y
ment and toneport of the wounded.

M. Guerin hopes in conrse of time by a modi-
fieation of the process, to
intention in flap operations on the extremitiea
Expwrience is as yet wanting on this point.

Armmy Medical Schoal, Netley.

PATHOLOGY.

ARTIFICIAL PRODUCTION OF EPILEPSY..

At one of the Inte meetings of the Société de
Biologie, M. Brown-Sequanl communieated to
ithe Society the results of experiments he bad
-made to determine the path pursued by irritation
ioi' the sciatie in onler to reach the npper part of
: the spinal cortd and to prodnce epilepsy. Section
of the sciatic nerve near its origin, and, still
more, the forcible ablation of the nerve, are con-
stantly followed by epilepsy. Nevertheless sec-
tion of the spinal cord immediately above the
origin of the sciatic nerve does not produce epi-
lepsy. This nnexpected fact gives rise to the sus-
picion that the occurrence of epileptic symptoms
is not due to the section of the fibres of the sciatic
nerve proper, but rather to the section of the
fibres of the sympathetic which unite themselves
to the sciatic after its emergence from the spinal
cord. M. Brown-Sequard naturally thought it
would be interesting to divide the several sym.
pathetic branches that pass to the sciatic ; but,
unfortunately, this is extremely -difficult to ac-
complish. Division of the great sympathetic in
the abdomen produces only transient effects—in-
cipient symptomis, a8 it were, of epileptic attacks,
but nothing positive or definite. On the other
hand section of the roots of the last dorsal and
first lumbar nerve produces epileptic attacks, and
#% is known that tbese roots furnish sympathetic
filaments to the sciationerves. Fromall this M.
of | Brown-Séquard concludes that it is to section of
- the sympathetic that we must essentially attrib-
ute the artificial production of epilepsy -—meet.

obtain union by the firat

THERAPEUTICS. ’
RESIN OF COPI\!BA AS A DIURETIO. l .
Dr. Wilks, of Guy's Hoepital, speaks (Lariect,
Mnrch 22,) with the greatest confidence of the
value of the resin of copaiba as a dinrctic.  The
onlinary copniba has long been known for itw
action on the kilney, and in oocasionally nsed in
dropay, but the nauscous taste of the oleo-rexin
has almest forbicdden its employment. The oil,
wpmrated from the resin, is officinal, and is often
preseribed in govorrhan instepd of the compound
substance. It in thought that the oil acts more
especially on the mucous membranes, and is there-
fore vseful in affections of the bronchial, vesical,
and urethml wurfaces. If this be o i is equally
cevtain that the dinretic properties ruside in the
rein Dr. Wilks has founsd it very ditficull for
patients to take the owdinary pharmacopuial drug,
al almont ingposible to get penoral practitioness:
to sanction ity ndministintion in private practics ;
Le thervfure his sbmtituted for it the simple resin,
ands Ginds it vpully or more efficacions.  He gave
fifleen or twenty graing in mueiluge wud flnvoury .
water three or four times a duy, and has numerous
cnsen showing its marked diurctic propertich
There is now, in Gay's Hospital, a man whoa
1 with ascites and who, aficr taking numerous
other remedies, was ondered the resie, The au:
ount of urine wis at once donbled in guantity,
and now, after u few days, thq Huid has Almont dirg
appeared.  Dr. Wilks says ho hss lately had as
private patient, & “drunkard bnilder,"with cirrh
sig of the liver and enormous hscites, for whos
he also prescribed the resin ; a diuretic action wy
nt once effected, and the drop&y quickly disap}
penreil.  In henrt cases, also, he has given it wi+™
great succest.  Lately there was in the bospital,
a girl with mitmi disease and considesable dropey,
who took the usunl medicines without effect, a
was then ordered the copaiba. It at once pro-
duced the desired result, and the fuid was dis-
persed.  Dr Wilks states that he has ofter giv__
the remedy and failed ; but, on the other har -
when it his succeeded, the result has been mc—_
striking than that arising from any other diure*
he has seen.  He would wish it were placed -
the Pharmacopeeia, as it is not kept by chemis
althongh be is informed that it is used largely *
perfumers, and the resin is thrown away in lar
quantities as & waste material.

GYNZAECCLOGY.

——

LOCAL TREATMENT OF LEUCORRHOEA.
Dr Clay advocates in this disease the process
irrigating the vagina and cervix, twicé a day --

least with the “fountain” (recommended by Scs -
zoni), or Davidson's syringe. In no case where
is not poditively contraindicated would he sugg
less than one gullon of warm water. He infini_.
Iy prefers the warm to the cold, in consequence of”
there being no shock or reaction afterwards, t—.-
very important considerations. in the treatment w
aterine disesse. After each irrigation is finishet.
the partammsmdltlonfiommvemedmtwn
either in the form of cintnwrt, solntic, or sokF<
He gencrally prefers the-solution contsining so—:
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