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of circumfusa, showv a very peculiar affiriity, and constitute the point of
departure fromn tiiese nmodin.ers of nutrition of which alterants forai the
miost decided expression, applying to this terni alterant its entire signi-
ficance, considering it as a profound modifier, capable of introducing ira-
portant changes, often disagrecable, into the composition of solids or
liqutids, but especially of tic blood.

In niost of the treatises on therapeuties, we meet this definition .The
naine alterant is gîven to those rernedies whiclî by long usage without
producing immiediate and sensible effects, rnodify in a persistent nianner
t'ie nature of Uie blood and the various fiuids. Tfli alterants ouglît to be
considercd as agents of substitution. They only act clearly wlîen sub-
stituting a curable malady for a chronic or incurable one.

In orcler to make my thoughit clear, 1 ivili cite somne extreme ex-
amples on this subject : An exclusive fleshi nourisliment and confined
air arc thic evident and priniordial causes of disorders in the cvolution of
the regular phienomena of nutrition. On tlîe other hand, 1 take i-aercury
as a type of alterants and will recail to you its cxciting action, almost to
salivation, indicating a state of saturation of Uic cconom-y, pretcnded
necessary for therapeutical action, tlîat licîthe verses of Fracastor
depicts so eloqtiently in bis poern <'Syplîilidis, sive de morbo gallico."

<'Liquiefacta miali excrementa vidibis
Assid.iéŽ sputo immundo luitare per ora.

Et larguni antè pedes tabi niirabere fluaien."
Trtily, tlîis conception of alterants is sensibly miodified, and w~e are

forced to limit their role to that of simule niodifiers of the living ccli>
capable of restoring the anatoinical elements from a morbid state to a
heaithy state. Under tlîis titie ail remedies are alterants. In tlîe sus-
tained conflict between the foreiga substances and cells, one looks for an
attempt to, provoke a special action over the anatomical elenients render-
ing theni incapable of becoming or of remaining Uic basis of the malady,
of the functions doing duty by rnorbid nîcans, or of coiîstituting a proper
soil for development, as to .iheither the malady belongs or not to the
group of microbes. Such is the action of miercury as an antisyphilitie.
Thli cend that is proposed is the realization of an incompatibility betwecn
tic soil and the rnorbid cause, as that w'hîch is fouad to exist following
a former contamination or vaccinacion.

But the sanie causes of derangenient of normal evolution exist every-
\lîere .iii the air -%vc brep-the; in the alimients serving, to build up our
tissues; in tlic vicious preponderance of activity given to sucli or suchi an
organ, to such or such a function, or, indecd, on the otlier lîand, in the
exaggerated repose ii îvhich ive maintain theni; in the im-eteriological
conditions of tie land of wvbich wve are natives; in the establishmnent of
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