
- - - - .-

THE OM4ADA LANOET. 3O

OF. tions and more rational deductions. In preventive
medicine a new field has been opened, which, if
properly explored and cultivated, as it seems de-

Cd the stined to be, will add millions of years to the life of
:ompli. the human race. Oh for a glance at the profession
eaguies a century hence, when man, enlightened and re-
il roth. fined by education, and redeemed from the thral-
.nd the dom of ignorance and superstition, shall reflect
:y was more perfectly than lie niiv does, the image of his

Maker
uest lie

AN OBSTETRIC WARNING.-I publish the follow-
ave no ing cases as a warning to brother professionals en-
that I gaged in midwifery practice : In September, 1878,

z much I was sent for to a woman who lad been in labor
e been with her first child for four days. A friend vas
that at staying vith me who was going to attend to ny
ve pro. work during ny three week's holiday, and we went
man to together to see the case. We found the wonan
chat, a frightfully exhausted, with a snall fluttering pulse,
race of and a child, that had been dead at least a week,
,o man presenting nornially, but the hîead tightly impacted
:? Is at the outlet of the pelvis. All pains liad left lier

often for many hours, and the stench from the foetus was
redical horrible. We gave ergot, and delivered lier with
.uthors, forceps without niuch difficulty. The child was de-
.e field composed, and the placenta also, but not so far ad-
r gods. vanced. My friend told me on ny return home (I
aing of left the next day) that the woman never rallied, but

say to died with pyirnic symptonis. Five weeks after tis
ion. I case I bad occasion to use the same forceps on a
e done woman with lier second child. (I had delivered her
I look with forceps as a prinipara.) She had a rigor on
y, what the seventh day, and died of puerperal peritonitis.
ns have Undoubtedly we ouglt to have thought of disin-
ing up; fecting the forceps, and I vould suggest that they
ontend- should alvays be so cleansed after every case in
!e been which they are used.--Britsh Medical 'ournai.
ization,
id edu- PARAPLEGIA, wITH GREAT MUSCULAR RIGDITV
't parts (ERB'S SPAs'rIc PARALYSIS ?)-Thie Glasg,-ow Md.
ntrepid 7ourn zl of February, '79, contains the following.
ae and --D. M., aged 1o, admitted 6th August, 1S78,
igraph; has suffered from loss of power in the lower limbs
lication Since the preceding January. The boy lias
of man, evidently a very decided strunous taint, as is
iich tie evidenced by cicatrices and scrofulous sores on
r. The various parts of the body, especially about the jaw
n con- and right elbow joint ; the,latter bas been excised.

extent The paralysis seems to have been developed
wildest rather suddenly, patient having staggered and

;o preg fallen while on the street; he continued to move
las not in an imperfect manner for a few days, and then
,g more lost almost all control over the movenients of his
ýthetics legs in walking. Sensation seems to have been
debt af deficient in the legs at an early period of the
;pecula. disease, to the extent that he could endure to be
days of' beaten with a rod or pricked with a pin without
r factK 'any evidence of pain being thereby elicited. He
)bserva. had never any pains in the limbs, and so far as can

be got from him, there lias never been' any sensa-
tion at all similar to formication or tingling. The
upper limbs are entirely free from anything
abnormal. On admission, the patient vas totally
unable to stand or even to walk, but, at the same
tinie, lie could move, especially the right leg, and
to a less extent the left, pretty freely in bed. With
this paralysis there was a very marked degree of
muscular rigidity, the sural muscies were con-
tracted, and the toes pointed downwards ; the
muscles of the hip and knee were also rigid.
Patient sometimes lay with his legs straight, and
then there was resistance to flexion at the knee,
sometimes he lay with them flexed, and in that
case extension was resisted. There ivas consider-
able dulling of sensation, lie allowed pricking with
a needle and pinching without the least wincing.
This dulling of sensation involved the trunk to
about the level of the nipples. Reflex action was
variable. At times tickling of the soles, or pricking,
produced no effect, at other times a very distinct
contraction. Tendon reflex movements were very
marked. A sympton mentioned by Erb was very
distinctly observed ; whîen either foot vas lifted up
by pressure against the ball of the foot, patient
being in a sitting posture with the legs hanging
down, there was frequently, but not invariably, a
renarkable tremor of the limb, due, apparently
to sudden contraction of the sural muscles acting
on the tendo Achillis, and possibly also of the ex-
tensors.

His urine was almost constantly passed, more or
less, in bed ; and it was quite usual, on his being
lifted, for liim to let it pass away on the floor. In
fact, it required attention to keep hime moderately
clean and free from bed sores.

Thie distinctly strumous condition of the patient
seemed the guide to treatment, in this case ; ac-
cordingly, lie was put on cod liver oil and com-
pound syrup of the phosphates, and with exceed-
mnîgly good results. His condition slowlv improved,
the sensibility in the affected parts gradually
returned, lie regained to a great extent, the power
of his legs, was able to move about quite freely,
and had so far control of hiniself as to be able to
carry about one of the ward chairs. There re-
mained, however, a slighît dragging of the right leg.
The rigidity of the muscles was gone, and the
tremor above referred to could not be observed.

" Dr<UNK OR DYÎNG " is a phrase often appear-
ing in English journals, and under it are detailed
cases in which persons in one state have been
treated as if in the other. Recently, in our own
city, we have learned of a case in which a man was
incarcerated in jail for drunkenness, while a fpost
morten examination, held a day or two aftervards,
demonstrated a purulent meningitis. To diagnos-
ticate such cases Dr. McEwen, of Glasgow, gives
the following rule: "Any insensible person who,
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