
224 (Janadian Journial of M1fedicine and 8Surgery.

without knowledge of the rationale, for instance, painting -%vith
iodine, or lunar caustic, or w'earingr a miask variously iiuedicat-ed.

Evexi red had been used in sinallpox fromn early tinie.,. Thus,
John of Gaddesden, who wrote the fainous mnedical treatise, the
earliest iii the Englîshi language, " Rosa MedicinSe," and wlîo
died in 1:361, treated tlie son of CRhig Edward 1. for smnallpox by
covering hinm w'ith 'scarlet blankects and couniterpane, placing
scarlet hano-ings about lis I ed, gargrling bis tlîroat with nxulberry
wine, and having hliin suck the juice of red pomiegranates, the
patient recovering w'ithout scarring. And in the time of Q-aeen
Elizabeth, red curtains, red coverlets, and red glass about the bcd
were higlily vaunted in smallpox. Scarlet hangings and coverings
wvere, thus used carly ln the eighteenth. century ini France. .Japan
and IRoumania have hiad similar notions for figes. In Tonkin the
patient is placed in an alcove, and ail ligit, excluded by red
hangings.

Finsen's plan învolved as absolute protection fromn the dleini-
cal rays as the photographier accords his plates and paper. A
candie was permitted whule examining the patient,, or while lie -%vas
at his mecals. Treatment should co'mence( as soon as possible
aftcr thic rash. appeared-there was less hope after suppuration-
and continue unitîl ail vc.sicles had dried up. It was not clainied
that death -%ould always be prevented, but that if taken in time
and aIl rules observed, suppuration -ol areély occur, and there
would be no scars or very slilt ones. In 1898, Finsen published
'in appendix to his paper on sma,ýllpox, showing thie good resuits
of many other observers.

Rad Finsen accomplished nothing -more, he would -have
,rncrited the gratitude of flic entire world and his namne -%vould
ever have been honored,. not alone for his ,actual aciiievement, 'but
even more for the ncw avenues of research he~ liad opened iii. But
a greater triumiph yet -%as to rewvard lis unassuming genlus, for
in 1895' lie gave thc world a paper whvlich lias been fis a light in
the dfirkness to many an afflicted, hopeless, dcspairing sufferer* a
revelation. of many a mystery in life's uxystie. volunmie, an inter-
pretation of many a dream of thc plodding,. pat.îent'investigratçr,
an inspiration and inceutive to, ail co-workers in this mnost allur-
ing field, the dawn of a brigliter day. Ritherto hie lbas dealt with
liglît as an irritant, now he reveals to, us " Light as a Stimulant."

In obscrving the development of tie, eggas of the frog, and of
the salainander, Finsen noted that mnovements of thc embryoes
-were increased by direct sunlight, and on exnerimenting -%vith.
varions colored lighits found that violet rays nroduccd the greatest
effeets. Witli salamanders an hour old, and others a 'day and %
night old, a beam of liglit reflected m~on the disi containing them
excited lively movements, whieh ceased whcn they reachied a shady


