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to some extent, the use of textbooks and other reading mai;ter We..
encourage but little, if at all, the spirit of finding real know]edge or’
othermse put, we encourage little the spirit of investigation. How is
it possible—to go no further—to educate' men who are kept occupied .
almost wholly in-the mere getting of information or absorbing from 8.
am, to 6 p.m., as is the case with the present third year clagg?: Thexe,
can be no heaithy mental state under these conditions. - ' .

We should loox the facts fairly. in the face and reform our ways“'
greatly, if not altogether. We should ‘substitute education or. develop— '
ment for the gathering of mformatlon with 2 minimum of development.
This will imply our seemmg——to superficial ob%xvahon—-— to do less,
but in reality to our accomplishing much more.

MeGill may be ha.mpeled by the ‘condition of things - ex1stmg else-
where, but unless we ‘are bhnd to our failuyes reforms ahould begin’ at
once. I have had the opportumty to test these prmclples on several
occasions among our students and with the best results. But I have
been helpless as regards any radical changes such as I believe are called
for, though I have 10110' profoundly distrusted that treatment of students,
which, unfortunately, as I think, seems so satisfactory to many feachers.

You will now, if I have succeeded in making myself clear, understand
the better the recommendations 1 am about to make. Physiology, though
it is ome of the great essentials in- all sound, medlcal education, is a sort
of shifting sand heap. There is 'scarcely a ‘single principle, perhaps
not one, that is not liable to be changed any day by new investigations.
This state'of things is partly due to the mherent difficulty of the subject,
and partly to the fact that conﬁrmatm:.s of 01,gma1 vesearches are not
encouraged and are rarely mentioned’ ‘except incidentally. It results
that mest teachers must plesent to their students facts and prmc1ples :
on trust, for the field that any. one man can cover with- rea,lly valuable
and wholly new investigation must be very limited. For,six or ewht'
years I have myself la.rgely conﬁned ‘my investigations to the, expen-
mental examination of ‘what I had to teach -This has not led to! pub-
lication that brings reputatmn, but it has enabled me; to. be 2 much more
helpful ‘ guide 'to my students especxa]ly in' those depa.rtments of. the
sub;ect which I have been able to Work out ly expenmenta,l mvestwaJ
It seems to me that the tune ‘has_come fox a fu;rther evo]u*.aon in
University teachers. We can no longer expect the one man to be at  the
same time the highest kind of teacher in:the sense in which I use ‘the
term in this communication, and also a ﬁ.rst-class investigator makmg
really important original discoveries. I would remind you that here
in McGill we have had a department in which this differentiation led



