
composition and reaction of the culture medium. For purposes of
comparison the sensitiveness of the test culture should be taken into
consideration.

8. The cvidence so far recorded establishes that the reaction may
be delayed or occasionally may not be obtained in cases of genuine
typhoid infection; and also that it may be exceptionally present in
non-typhoid cases, though not in an intense degree.

9. In investigating exceptional and contradictory results the follow-
ing circumstances have to be considered: a. The uncertainty of
clinical diagnosis. b. The absence of bacteriologie or other confirm-
atory nethods of diagnosis during life, giving decisive qegative
results. c. The possibility of overlooking typhoid infection even
postmortem, in the absence of characteristic intestinal lesions wherc
a very thorough bacteriologic exanination lias not been carried out.

10. The modifying influences mentioned above suffice to explain
the divergencies existing in the reports of different observers. With-
out being absolutely infallible the typhoid reaction appears to afford
as accurate diagnostic results as can be obtained by any of the bac-
teriologic niethods at our disposal for the diagnosis of other diseases.
It must certainly be regarded as the most constant and reliable sign
of typhoid fever, if not an absolute test.

N.B.-The above sumary, while expressing the general consensus
of opinion brought out during the discussion on serum diagnosis
before-the Section on Practice of Medicine of the AMERICAN MEDICAL
AssOcIATION, does not claim to represent exactly the individual vicws
of any one of those who took part.
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