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DR. McGUIGAN, Associate Editor for British Columbia.

IMPERFECT QUARANTINE.
There is mtch ground for coniplaint because of

the inconplete nanner in which the sanitary laws
are enforced by Dominion autl(orities at the Albert
Head quarantine station. A few weeks ago the

"S.S. Empress of Japan ' an cd fron China n ith
four smallpox <ases aboard anong thu Clhinese.
steerage passengers. There wure about 700
Chinamen and quite a nuiber of Japanese
passenger s, ail in the stuLi age, aboard at the timc.
The cabia passungers were quite numerous, tou.

'l'he steeragu passngUu r. weLre rumoved froni the
vessel and placud in quarantine, but the saloon
passengurs were allowed to land as soon as the
vessel was fumingatud, and w eult on their w ay ru-
joicing. Theie has buen a good deal of dissatis-
faction at this wnas of uarrying out the law, as thure
is a great possiuibdit: and probability, too, of thu
saloon passungurs becoming infuuted froum thosue
in the steerage. On board a ship ari) ing Chinuse
passengers in large nuIbUrs, the suIgeon and the
purser are supposed to ' isit then in their quarters
daily to sue if they are all weli , and as thes
officers come in continuail ontat t with the first-
class passengers, there is a good dual of danger in
conveying such a contagious disuase as smallpox.
These.passengers go to all parts of Amnxrica and
Europe, and mnay thus bu the mueans of spreading
disease far from the place where it has been con-
tracted. During the past few muonths quite an
epidenic of smallpox has buen raging in varlous
parts of England, and sone uf thu nuwspapers
there claim that the diseasu bas beun impurted via
Vancouver. We w'ould not bu in the iast sur-
prised if such were the case, for su far as first-ulass

passengers are concurnud, tiere is no precaution
exercised with regard to therm. WVho is to blame
in this imatter ? That is the question. The
medical officer who has charge of the station, wu
feel quite certain, knows bis duty in these matturs,
and it would be quitu unfair to blame hin, for if
he wure allowed his way all passengurs would bu
treated alike. At the present time there is quite a

rihalry betweeLn the Eipre-ss .ine of st'unIers

running to \ant ouur, and othur steamshiîip line.s
haingîî thui headquarters in San Fiani and
Seattle, for the passenger trafik Ietween these

points. The result ib that esC\Cr Lffort ib mîadc to
rush the first-class lassengers th ougli t.o thvir
destination w ith as little loss of tile as possible.
In cons<equence, little regard is paid to quarantine
enactinents, all of w hici tend tu delay passengers
and injure travel. While such a condition of
things is allowed to exist, sanitary laws are a farce,
and i a w aN nîight as well bu abolishUd altoguther.
Wu Lac suffertd a good d.ail here alreaid froi

flagrant breauches of the law as regards quarantine,
but the danger does not threatenî Us alonc, for all
along the line of the C.P.R. and its bianches, the
safety of the public i undangcred. We arc al
anxious to see our great national highray un-

t ouraged, and everv effort miade to sueure its

pre-eminnu; 'e uer ail rivals, but surely that
should not be done at the saurilic of the lî\ e of

the people. The peuple of the East do not know

the continual dangtr which threatens them fr m

the West, otherw is they w ould not look calily on

and nake nu sign of dissatisfaution as has hitherto

been the Lasu. Iedical journals are not seen

nuuh by the massus the mnore'\ the pit) - os they

often contain aiitilts which are extreniel u-ful

to the puople at large. Honexer, w hlipe somîe-

thing will bu dune soon to remnedy the present

state of quarantine affairs.

A PRAIT['IONER \i(WHO OUGT-T TLO
SuTCCEEI).

Some ionths ago w e w rote an article for the

JoURNAt un the prospects of a nuw mudical ian
settling in British Colunbia, and thought thIt

possibi the fauts we published night do good.

There is no doubt, loweuver, that in spite of any-

thing wu said to the contrary, soie practitioner of

special ability ight locate anywhere in British

Columbia and do well. By way of illustration, we

will quote the followiing extract fromn a letter re-

ceived from a medical man in Ontario, and whose

abilities are of so unique a kind, that if anyone

could possibly make hi.s living hure, this gntiemi

and others sinilarly undowed should du su. Here

is the extract:
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