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specifically heavier than water-when first evacutated it has an
alkaine reaction, but after staindin, ebîanes by degrees, so as to
exibit an acid conditiom; thi-t character of the dischase contin-
lies for a 1o0î. er or sho'rteir period, in all probability dependeit

tpon ti amoint and rapidity of onine, of the efused blastia,
but by degrees the pur looses it« ilormadl character, it Ceases to
be thik anid opaqui, blut beoines i'in and transparent, often has
an Offensive snAL and not unfrequenitly appears pecuiliarly acrid
and irritating. It now appears tvidnt that a state of tranusmition Is
progresini ; the colis in the amorphowo bhit'ma, have be-comne to
a considerable extnr exhaut«ed, and now the structures of the
joint itself are subnintted to the dissolvin iennce of the dis-
charge, are more or ledtdestroved, and by such i means are renoved
froi the systelm, so that perhaps 'destruction of the Synovial nem-
brane bas becomne general, ulceration of de cartilages to a consider-
able extent may have taken placeand the disease have progressed in
the bony structure itselfiuntil we fmd thatthe neck ofthe thigh boue,
and a very considerable part of de cotyloid cavity bas been removed
from the joint. Consequent upon this destruction and renoval of
these portions of the joint, we ind a great change to occur, for
inistead of the head of dhe thigh bone, placed upon its long neck
descending into the deep and lirmi cavity of the acetabulum, having
o secure and strong a huld as almost to bid defiance to our attempts
at removal, and tiat even after de tough capsular ligament bas
been entirely cut through, we find what remains of the head and
neck of the bone, protruded fron the now comparatively shallow
cavity in the bones of the pelvis; in fatet the very character of
the joint has been changed by the disease, so that the natural action
of the muscles which perforn its several movements in a normal
condition, are n ab aèle to produce a separation of the bones; ail
the natural continnity, between the femur and colyloid cavity
being dissolved, islocationu of the hip joint is the consequence.
The direction in, which this dislocated extremity of the thigh bonoe
shual be placed, would sceni to be dependent upon the position
of the limb at the monomt of this separatioun, if the patient lying
tpon his back in bed, should have lexed the knee, addncted the
thiigh, and have rotated the toe iniwards, so as to have relieved the
Sturface of the joint from all pressure in the first instance. and have
Sibsequcfntly maintaied that positioi indilexibly, as soon as the
disease shall have so far progressed that the joint shal cease to
Offer the natural imupedimoeut to the retraction of the thigh bone
this will be dratvn upwards by the action of the great muscles, and
1Od!ged upoin dorsum of the Illiùn ; again the position of the patient
may have become changed froma the weariness of his posture,
should le have turned uipon his side, and thereby have abducted


