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TRADES AXD LABOR P'OLITICS.

The recently formed independent political labor
party should mark a new epoch in local politics. 1
am not prepared to say that it will, er it won't; but I
am prepared to say if professional politiciens and
party hacks of any stamp ar¢ permitted to meddle
with its workings. it will ouly be another good move
frustrated for want of the exercise of horse sense.

I have no hesitancy in saying that an undercur-
rent has already been turned upon it. for the pur-
puse oi rmming it into fusion with onc of the old
parties.

Already 1s heard talk of an ailiance.  What alli-
ance can this party make and retatn its integrity?

Ii it is the vpinion of the majerity of the patty
that 1 course of this kind ougit to be pursacd. it is
only just to the minority that they be told of it

The name "ln«hpcvdcm Political Labor Party *
will not harmonize with any other political party i
to-day. The Government Labor Party. the Oppos:-
tion Labor P arty. the Liberal Labor Party or the Con-
servative Labor Party—any of thes: will o for what
ey are worth.  Ii the mew pariy is ont for anvthing
it should be out for honesty. I shers 1s any pur-
pose to serve in misleading the public, yea. cven a
portion of its members. then it belics its name.
we are o have independence. let it br indepeadence.
I we are to make common cause swith any of the
other partices, let’s have the courage of our convic-
tinns,
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1 is regrettable that labor men find 1t difhicuit
e agree upon 2 suitable candidate from their own
ranks. For some reason or other they can tell you
vvery weak poiunt in any suan m;'qc\lcol el prctcu-l
net W see one strong traiz in his whele make-up
Yet. if a yvellnaw dog was put up hy ane of the oll
partics they would declare ke was a strong man in

every particular. \What f{ools working men ara.
They growl! from New Year’s to New Year’s about
the ‘unfitness of the representatives for legislatures
and parliaments, and when an opportunity “of trying-
one of their own men comes.they allow themselves
to be bamboozled by the smooth talk of professional
heclers.
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Somebody has truthfully said that men cither
inherit their politics or get “them sccond-hand.  ft
might be added that not one man in a thousand un-
dergoes a change of heart in this respect.  This ex-
plains why \-.'orking men do not  redress their
wrongs through the ballot box. It has oiten occur-
red 1o me that instead of trying to alieaat: the peo-
litical affections of working men irom their old loves,
it would be better to feed the flame and encourage
more working nien to take an active interest in thcnr
party conventions. It matters little which party they
belong to so long as they would exercise gumption
enongh to vote for candidates of their own making,
rather than those put up by iheir capitalistic con-
freres just befors clection only.  Politicians, and
even statesmen. tell that party government is the
only kind of government that can cver be: that no
third pasty can live. The scheme suggested would
not interiere with this open opinion. but what it
would interiere with would be the persanuel of rep-
resemation of these partics.  Instead of having law-
yers, capitalists and professional men monopolizing
the seats in parliament we wounld have more farmers,
mechanics, manuiacturers. and working mon legis-
lators.
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Just annther stiv in the political pot.  The work-
ing man who tells vou straight out tha: he is a Lib-
cral i a Conscrvative as the case may be. is 100 per
cent, preierable to the man who claims to be inde-
[eiulent. and is not. There are a few of the latter
kind at large. and ta their discredit may be traced
almost cvery failure of trade unionist 1 to make itscli
felt in politics.
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