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of God. The saine thirig is stili more
clearly declared in John 1, 33 t and 1
new hininot; butke tkat sent me to bap-
tize witk water 8yc. These words put
it beyond ail doubt, that John's bap-
tism was a rite enjoined by God hini-
self, by whichi mon might be preparod
for Christ and disposed to recei ve him.
A proper baptism before John is,
therefore, out of the question. Had
it not been somnething extraordinary,
John would flot have been namoed thte
lIaptist (the dipper,) which naine no
one rocoived before or after hlm.
1-l it flot been regarded ns a speciai
appointment of God, (which also
Christ confirmns in the placei whiere
ho asks the people, What wvent ye out
for to see ?) thon such crowds ivould
not have flocked to him, nor would
the Pharisees particuiarly have come,
who indeed had no doubt as to this
command of God, but only doubted
why John should make use of this

special sign, since ho would flot ac-
knowledge himself to be either Christ>
or Elias, or Miat prophet whoin thoy
expocted before the Messiah, and whlo,
according to prophecy wvas to eall the
Jewish people, at tho appearing of
the Messiah, to a moral purification.
The word (to dip) was already known,
but flot the thing whichi John signi-
fiod by the act. If his baptism had
flot been comnanded by God, Christ
would flot have submitted to it; liad
it been a coremony, arbitrarily adopt-
ed by John, our Saviour -%ould not
have ratified it as the wvilt of lus hea-
venly father, for ho says: I am corne
to do the wiIl of my Father who is in
heaven. As lie observed the passover,
because it wvas ordered of God ; so
ho wvas baptized by John, bocause it
was the will of his Fatiier, and that in
more respects than one.

2. For wvhom, is baptism instituted ?
For aduits, nover for chljdren; for
the aduits of' ail tisnos, and not inerely
of thoso of the tiîne then present.
Scdeier;nackcr (2 B. d. Dogmnatik, p.
M4) rightly observes; 11baptism is

thon perfect and right, whien it i5 per-
formed under the saine condition, wvitli
thte saine spiritual antecedents and t/te
sanie influence, as in the case of the
first persons who were baptized out
of religious communities, wvhich were
not christian." Accordingly infant-
baptism must ho out of the question,
if the Christian church ivili reniain
truc to the gospel. Neithoer the bap.
tism of John nor that of Christ w-as
intonded to bo admînisterod to new
born chîlidren. Thechildron ofChris-
tians are formed, by nature, just the
saine as Jews and 1-eathons; the
formula concordioe says wvith truth:
Clîristiani non naseuntur, sed fint.*
They need the new birt>, as imuch as
Jews and Heathens; but as infatsL,
tliey are flot susceptible of it. Every
one, oven the child of Chriastians, is
by descent sirnply a natural mian.
Many believe that baptism as a sign
of the new birth is not nocessary for
the offspring of Christians, bocause
tlîey are supposed to have pure hearts
froni youth up; but that it merely
serves to consecrate thein to Clibisti.
anity. Our clîildren do not by na-
ture possess pure hearts, as ail families
and sehoots prove. Infant baptisni is
also called the holy act of initiation,
and is regarded by some as the be-
,ginning of a rational Christian edu.
catirn. It is supposed to indicate,
%Yvhat mon ought to become. Ail
such notions would cortainly flot have
been broachod, if men had adhered
firmly to the Scriptures.
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What a happy thing it i2, that the
gospel cornes into s0 littie comnpass?
Often have I feit this ivhen visiting
the sick and the dying. When 1
have found the nind incapable of
vigorous, expansive, or conti)uoui
tboug-ht, oh luow thankful haveI
been, that the gospel is so short and

*Men are not born Cbristians, but bcoIDe sicb.


