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disposed of, and when the great facilities that will be secured for
transpoitinge heavy merchundize by the St. Lawrence are tahen
juto account, we beheve this pant of our estmate will not be

aestioned, even suppostng the abohtion of the disermminating
glmvs. The balanee agamst Montreal, it has Been shown, amouuts
on the spriug veyage o L3811 4s. 8d.  Allow that £100 of the sumn
15 bortie by charang hisher ndes of freaight on some of the hewvier
kinds of gowlds imported into Canada, and @ balance of £181 45, 8.
remais to be distributed over the produee evported. The ship
we hitve selected as an example, carries hke most of ot traders,
rather over 103 barrels to the ton register, or 3500 barrels as her
complement ; or tahing pint wheat, a cargo of 1000 quanters of
wheat and 4000 barrels of flour. Entire cargors of flour are <el-
dom shipped, and as aur advantages in tuhing wheat from the
intenior are greater as compared with the Erie line, in propor-
twon than in the carrying of tlour, owing to the saving of duuble
transhipment, we assign a coirespandine propottion of the chmge
for freight, to that part of the cargo.  We beheve that, although
we charge 2l per bushel or 1s. dd. per quarter more than the
New York rate, we shall still have the careying of ourown wheat,
and of part of the United States growth,  The balance of £1814s.
8J. referred to is thus made up :—

1000 qaarters, at 1s.4d. . . . . . £6613 4
4000 burrels, at 6d. . . . . . . 11411 4
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These may be deemed the escential diffeiences m cost, that
must always render our foreign freights higher than those of New
York ; but we do not see anv reason why our rates shoukl exeeed
the essential dufference of expense we have thus indicated, adding
1 per cent. for extra cost of insurance on the produce.

With regard to the full trade, we are at much greater disadvan-
tagze. But us this arises enterely from the enhanced rates of isur-
ance then current, it applies only to the latest part of that season.
It does not apply to any produce shupped up to the middle of Oc-
tober, and much of the new crop misht be slupped before thus
time if proper exertion were used. We know that one great part
of the advautage to Le derived from the completion of our magm-
ficent chan of canals—will be, that a great saving of tune on
the voyawe from the interor, and of the whole of the time now lost
by transhipment at Kingston, will be cffected. The varly harvests
of Ohio and our south-western districts will arnive at Montreal,
and in fuct our whole fall business will be transacted, at leasttwo
weeks carlier. This 1x a great saving at that seascn, and its effeet
will be to extend the cheap export freights of summer over a con-
siderable part of the fall shipmetits to wlueh they cannot now be
applicd.

We despair, however, of overcoming the disadvantage we la-
bour under at that later period of the seas m to which our second
estimate refers. Makmethe same aliowancee for additionad outwerd
freight, we find the balance against us, in the case supposed, to be
£4:25 4s. 5d., which we must assign as follows:

1000 quarters of grain, at 3s. . . . . . . £150
4000 brls. of flour,at 1s.43%. . . . . . . 275

£125

Adding the extra cost of insurance, the exvess of the cost f
conveyance over the New-York rates must be at least 4s. 6d. per
quarter for wheat, and 2s. 6d. per barel for flour. These weighty
charees ansing from unalterable crrcumstances 1 our chimate and
geozraphieal position, can ouly, we apprehend, he combatted by
the construction of the projected ratlrond to Portland.

We have pomted out, in a late number of this paper, the great
advanages wlich this new me. .ns of evportation would give us
in the close of the season, and must comtent ourselves with refer-
ring to that article.

11 it should happen, however, that the Portland railroad is
abandoned, what man of sense will, on that account, deny the
advantage of saving 10 per cent. on the whole value of our
exported surplus, by sending it throuzgh the cheapest hines of con-
veyance to England, wherever they may be. 1t s one of the first
principles of our economical ereed thattrade should never be foreed
mto any particular channels at the public cos, and from the ad-
votacy of this prmaple, in whtever way its operation muy atfect
patticular localitics, we shall never fhnch.  The =eneral welfare
of the community demands that ail monopolics of this kund should
cuase.

We shall resume this subject in our nest number, with special
reference to the improvements in our inland navigation.

FREE TRADE AND THE PRESS.

We referred in oar last numbier to the afteution the pmcecdings
of the Free Travle party in this colony are attracting at home,
to the notices winch hawve appeared in the leadire Bagish
newspapers respeeting them. To v articles of the Man ho
Gaard:an, which we insert, we might add the rem ks of tie
ondon Tunss of the 9th and 1Sth witimo, were not our space
alrendy g0 much oceapied with other matter.  Samne extracts,
however, from these articles will serve to show what are the
feclings of the greut journal of the day on the subject of Colonial
prutcction.
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In the Tines of the %ih ult. we have an eatract from the Ad-
dress of the Montreal Free Trade Association, whiclt is referred
to as evidenee that the exttavagant pmpho?"m'_z of Lord George
Bentiek and his Protectiomst friends Gineluding, of course, Mr.
Isaae Muchanan) s not by auy means hkely to be fulfitled, and
that the “ experiment » of Free Trade does not necessanly lead
to the loss o t:e Colomes.

On the 14th, the detate in the Assembly on the Ministerial
proposition, 10 allow United States flour to pass through the pro-
vinee w bond, had reached BEngland, and was recewved as fuither
proof of the views and feelines of the colonists on the subjeet of
Free Tiade. @ The change,” says the Teones, m an article in-
se-ted the same day, “is foreseen t s consequences are achnow-
ledaed s a protection is to be withdrawn—a system is to be
abandoned : some real but contracted advantazes are to be lost 5
and what say the intellizent and leading wen of the Assembly-—
what does the voice of the Assemibly steelf pronounce by its ma-
joity I Is v dejected ? Dy they despund 7 Noj; they are pre-
pared for the worst that ehange can produce.”

As we observed last week, we devoutiy wish that this were
strietly true.  Not that the inference 18 altogether a forced infer-
ence. By no means. The change is forescen, and its conse-
quences acknowledaed 5 but it s hard to relinquish an old system
under which, with all its disadvantages, the colony has managed
to grow up, for oue which (in so far as the colunies are concerned)
isuntricd, Henee it is that there is an abseace of that spirit and
cotrage o whieh the Times speaks as though we posses-ed them.
We do, as yet, (and it ciunot be wondered at) lack the ventable
and substautial protection whielt is to be found :n a relianee on
our own ressurees, and which s truly desenbed s ¢ Leing worth
all the Acts and all the systems which have compheated the
relations of Colonies with the mother couentries from the discovery
of Amerniea to the present time.”

The Tunes coneludes s article by showing the operation of the
new system as regards ourselves :—¢ The Colonirs il be throun
on ther own resources.  They widl be fice to buy and sdl as they
choose.  Nor do we fear that suelr a change waill affect their pros-
perity or their loyalty.  They ask, fuly cnongh, to Te treated
with unpartatity.” If they forego the advardages, et than be freed
Jrom the westrictions, of the Britih connexion.  As for our merchants
and manufuctures, we have no fears tor them.  They are only
desnois of fair play and open markets. The petty privileges of
provinees they are too aspinm not o despise. They are ready to
meet the competition of the world. The greater prosperity—
freedoin—wealth and taste for luany every nation enjoys, the
better for them.  Ditfuse taste, nmluply enjovments, rase the
standard of subsistence, and you wive an impetus to  their
enerey —an angmentation 10 therr produce.  Whatever changes
the course of events may brmg abont, the Bitish trader wall still
be weleunted i her wonted poits: !t e Bag of comme ree will still
flaat where that of empite kas ceased to wave; and, uader every |
form of gorvernment, o every vicssitude of pohey, the broad-
cloths of Baadiond, the hardware of Shethield o Birnnineham, the
manufactures of the West of Enoland, will perpetuate the mter-
course of states more finnly and lasungly than protecuve tarifls
and navication laws.”?

Whilst <uch is the tone of the British press, the Coloniul jour-
nalist s gradaally advan-ing in the same direction. A portion
Gl by no me s the least talented aud imflnentialy are decidedly
ot opunon that Canada can muintain herself without injury to the
“ connexion,” though Free Trade may prevaal o and ot the other
portion, we can scarcely find one prepared 1o endorse the extra-
vagant statements which liave beenmade by certun parties at
home.  The Mo utreal Herald (by no means a Free Trade advo-
cate) expresses, i recent number, what we Lelieve to be the
opinions of the great mawrity of the inhabitunts on this subject.
The wnter has been refernng to the recent debate i the House
of Commons on Lord Georze Bentmeh’s ntolion respecting the
Colonivs, and after ably exposing the selfish motives windh, it
is 10 be femed, actuated both mover and seconder, proceeds to
observe :—

* It 1«, at least, sotisfactory that the Report of the debate above atuded to, reached
U tine Ly alluw an evpresvan of the opion of the represetiintines of the peoples
‘Fhose who take an terest in the conectns of Cannda=—nnd there nre many at home
who do si—will naw sec exuctly whatas the public feching hese  ‘I'hey will sec, that
we can desire protection fur our mdastry withu it brmg traitors —that we can understand
the nacessity of followang the snr.t of the agze, without being so fonireh as not to sce that
thut necesnty auvolves 2r0at lows af exivtiag adiantagey 1n Ut awh €oat; of 30 wcun-
st 1t ws 1o te) dee at the temmal of what we bnve tong conndered ong Zzeitest good,
We subimt ts thowe * patimenst* curaderations o whil Mt Gladstone ahiudes i his
despatch o alie cubject, not iy beeaine we ate unali e to oppese them, bt becauso
we chzerfinly nequiesce 1n the propricty of regarding them as * pazamownt ™ While
we do o, howerer, we ervret A st getura for that which we g e ap, and of the :ame
benetits cann t b acconted 1 the same way as heictiluze, we look to hiave them replaced
iy such others as eircomstinees may aduant aff W e expe t tohnve te s advaitages
e onr commeree wihin h the Mather Conntey new 'ains o ¢ hers, nud it shecannat give
ut an e iva ent fat the Cava e torms on wlooh we tereive hee 2oedss we regand 1t as
:\"u‘\'ﬂe uctof § slice, that she shuuld ailow us o purchizse whicrever our interest prompts

With this feeling i our fuvour, we cannot bring ourselves to
entertain a fear that Cacada will pass safely throuah the ondead,
and that at the terininetion of the three years which are to Jeave
us w thont pratecti m, we shall be prepared to run a tace of com-
petition withe other countries, and enter en a much wider c.m-
mereinl field than we could ever Le enabled to <o unider oir
present systeni.




