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the rites and doctrines of the Greek Church. Notwithstanding the appar-
ent success of the Greek Church priests, it is really a question whether
they ought to be classed among missionary workers, or their followers as
true converts to the faith.

The only other Church at work in Alaska previous to the transfer was
a small company of Lutherans at Sitka. This mission was abandoned
when its support by the Russian Government was withdrawn.

The natives on the southeast shores and islands of Alaska are called
flydahs, Tsimpseans, and Thiingits. The Hydahs live on the southern
portion of the Prince of Wales Archipelago. The Tsimpseans came in a
body from British Columbia with Mr. William Duncan and settled upon
Annctte Island. The Thlingit appears to be the true indigenous stock
from Cape Fox to the Copper River. There are no monuments, memo-
rials, or traditions indicating that any other people were ever located there.
They are without doubt Mongolian, and when compared with the Chinese
and Japanese who are there, the resemblance is very noticeable. The
[hlingits are good workers, and arc extensively employed in mining, fish-
ing, and various other industries. The Russians never made any serious
attempt to civilize them.  The massacre of the Russian settlement at New
Archangel by the natives made them extremely cautious and gave them a
Jasting prejudice. A few, however, were taken and partially educated,
with a view to their usefulness as interpreters. At this time Sitka had a
strong stockade around it and batteries trained upon the native town where
they were compelled to settle. From 1867 to 1877 the condition of the
pative Alaskans went from bad to worse. Soldiers, sailors, smugglers,
and frecbooters introduced discase and wickedness in new and more en-
ticing shapes.  Each settlement became a pandemonium. In their terrible
degradation they were avoided and neglected asif they had been lepers.
Their inherited customs incited them to practices ~f extreme cruelty.
Witcheraft with its attendant horrors was univers.”. Retaliation with alf
its subtleties had become a sort of native science.

Under Russian domination they had occasionally obtained strong
liquor and had enjoyed the aroused and murderous feclings which it ex-
cited, but it remained for them to learn the art of making their own fire.
water after the American occupation. About the year 1875 a white man
by the name of Lawson strayed to Sitka, and took a native woman to
wife on the European plan. He was a dangerous man, for he knew and
practised the art of distillation. Nearly all the kerosene which is shipped S
to the Pacific Coast is put into square tins holding five gallous each. He L
extenporized a still out of one of these cans, made a worm out of a piece
of the tin, and ran 3u down through a barrel of water. The mash was
made of Sandwich Island molasses and veast ; when sufticiently fermented
it was placed over a slow fire, when the rum would fall drop by drop from
the worm into the cup. It was not long before cach house had a still,
and some three or four. They would carry them in their canoes and have
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