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Chili? 'Will the Church allow herself to be put to shame by men who are
influenced only by the love of gain ?  'Will she who ought to be influenced
by the highest conceivable motive stand listlessly looking on, inattentive to
her Lord’s command and heedless of the death-cry of millions perishing
for lack of krowledge ? How many millions are wasted every year on the
frivolities of life in so-called Christian lands? How many young men and
women who ought to be actively engaged in this blessed work are hiddey
away behind ¢ the stuff”” of worldly business and pursnits 2 Oh, may the
wealth, the time, and the talents of the Church be more fully laid on the
altar and consccrated to _Christ’s service in this glorious enterprise of
preaching the Gospel to those who have it not.
Tux DirFicuLtirs oF TR Work.—1 feel constrained to say a few
words on this part of the subject. )
The first difficulty we must notice is a dislike to change. This is tr .
of the Spanish character in the old country, and though perhaps in somne
degree modified by political independence and the freedom of republican
institutions, is far from being obliterated among Spanish Americans. In
no department of life is this adherence to old forms and customs so con-
spicuous as in religious matters. A great many cannot think of a change
of religion with any degree of complacency. They feel it a solemm obliga-
tion to live in the same faith which they were taught in infancy, and to
transmit it to their children as they received it Sram their fathers.  Various
Jorms of infidelity must next be mentioned. Jtis fearful to think of the
rapidity with which sceptical views are spreading, especially among the
youth. This is hardly to be wondered at, for superstition is the pareut of
infidelity. As already hinted, the governments of many of the Spanish
American countries arve paying great attention to education, and the teachers
of the higher schools and universities are mostly foreign, chiefly German,
and nearly always belonging to the rationalistic school of thought, Thus
it is that the intellectual faculties are being developed and trained without
any corresponding awakening and devclopment of the religious side of
man’s nature ; and the result is scepticism in one or other of its various
forms,
The Power of the Church.—\We must not underestimate the power
of the foc against which we wage war, nor think that the Roman Church
has lost its power. It is still a mighty power and has great influence over
the people. Against this formidable organization we have to contend, and
the very fact of our giving the people the Bible in their ewn language isa
mennce to its very existence. Rome too well understands this, and is
never slow to put in operation a'l her manifold powers and influence to
prevent the spread of the Gospel. She will stir up persecution and annoy-
ance wherever she can. There is no lack of instraments by which to
accomplish her designs. It has often surprised me to sce with what
facility she can get men to do her dirty work, who don’t care a straw

about her religious faith.
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