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fathers and grandfathers, and still poszesses great power over them. These
are generally ignorant people, who are entirely under the pcwer of the
priests, and render them a blind and unquestioning obedience. Between
these two extremes there is another class—perhaps not a large one—who
have ceased to believe in the Romish Church, but still believe in God, the
Creator of all things, and feel the need of a religion which will elevate
man’s mind and purify his heart.

Until recently Protestant work could not be publicly done in Cuba.
At present, however, all sects are tolerated and allowed to propagate
themselves without disturbanee, religious toleration having been granted
under the revised Spanish Constitution. The whole island is therefore opened
up to the Protestant missionary, and wherever he goes he may claim the
protection of the authorities. I bave already had a police officer accom-
pany me home after conductit 3 service in my chapel.

I wish to repeat and emphasize what I have already said about the
amount of work which is being done here at present. It is in no way
adequate to the pressing need of the field. The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion has missions in IHavana and some ncighboring towns, and a great work
is being done by this society. There is an Episcopal mission in Matanzas,
with a station in Havana, and recently a Presbyterian mission has heen
dtarted in Havana, with which I believe tne Presbyterians of Mexico are
identified. So far as I know, the only other missicn work being done on
the island is at Cienfuegos, a town on the south side. where the writeris
laboring under the auspices of the Jamaica Baptist 1fissionary Society.
All these agencies together do not reach more than 500,000 persons, leav-
ing more than 1,000,000 souls withont the knowledge of the true way of
salvation, and without any possible way of acquiring such a knowledge.
Scattered all over the country are populous towns and villages without the
light of the Gospel of Christ, where the people must cither be satisfied with
the dead forms and lving absmidities of Rome, or renounce all religion. In
the three southern provinces—namely, Santa Clara, I-uerto Principe, and
Bantiago de Cuba, with a population of about 600,000, I am the only mis-
sionary. These hungry, starving souls are daily crying for the bread of
life. Day by day the cry goes up from thousands of burdened hearts,
“No man cares for my soul.”” Their religion consists of processions,
masses, baptisms, and such ceremonies, which Rome has invented, and with
which she has replaced the Gospel.  The priest is the only mediator they
know between God and man, and although dissatisfied with his religion,
and not urnfrequently with his corrupt inorals, they are afraid to abandon
the Chureh, as union with it istheir only hope of salvation. *‘ No pricst, no
sacrament ; no sacrament, no salvation,” isa maxim of terrible power over
the minds of those who have been brought up in the darkness and supersti-
tion of Rome.

Loss than 120 miles away from the great American republic liesa coun-
ty with more than 1,000,000 persons, *“ who sit in darkness and in the



