
TRE SUPERNATURAL F;,ACTOR IN MISSIONS. [et

radiaiice is only manifest, like a jewveled cavern, when the "Lighit of
the World"' is set in it to interpret its hidden beauties, theî'e occurs
a mnost sigîiificaiît (10xology:

"Blessed bc Jehovali God,
The God of Israel,

WIIO ONLY DOETHl WONDROUS THINGS!"

The connection associates this doxology by an obvious liink, with
the body of the Psalii, as vhouigh the inspired singer, wvho, foreteils
this stipernal glory of the :Nfessialh's coiiig alld World-Wide rein,
foresees that ail this can hc broughit about only by the wvoider-wor--
il) God to whom lnothilng is impossible. he IIoly Gliost, moviing iii
the soi, iSpires this outburst of adoringr praise as a tribute to thle
grand truth and faet that, no f uture, historie development is tu display
Ood's power so utimistakably as the history of Christian maissionis.
And so it is. Looking- baek niow over a century of modern missionis,
the century of orgyaîiized effort to spread the grood tidings everywhiere,
-%ve ean only exclaim, "XVlîat biath GOD Wrong-lît !" Evei seeptical dis-
ciples ]lave been constrainedl to say, like Pharaohi's magiciails, "cTrilv
this is the finiger of God!"

lIt niay be profitable to trace this supernaturalism a littie iii dotai].
Tihe thirteentli chapter of the Acts opens with a divine cait to thec la-
liorers. As. the prol)hets and teachers in the Antiochan Chureli Wcere
leadii-g the clîurch iii holy ministrations and fastiing, the lioh' Ghiost
said, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work wvhereilnto I
bave cailed them." This is the first stop in organized foreign inissiotis.
let lis remeniber that the initial foreigu mission tour -%vas unidertaken
at the special coinxnand of the IIoly Spirit. ilowever the Chur-ch iinay
liave soparated tiieso two original foreign missionarios and sein tiienil
forth, they arc expressly declared to have been separated and set
forth by the Holy Gliost. Home, thien, is the supernatumal factor ais
-the basis of mission work. God, by the I-oly Ghiost, oMils, pin,
anoints and tlimusts forth into, the harvest field Ilis choseîî workilncn.

Nowv observe that, whien froin this tour w'hich begins and ends it
Antioeh, they returlied, thoy "gfathored. the ehiurehi togothr, -.%ia
4'ehocarsed ail that GoD had done wvith themn, and how H1e had opeiied
the door of faitlî unto, the Genitiles" (xiv. :27). Stibseqtieiitl, Paiti
and Bariîabas go up to, Jemusaiern to the first Churchi comie.iI. 13C-
iiig bmoughit on their -way by thec Cliurch, they pass throughi Mie.
nicia and Samiariai, "deciaring the conversion of the Gonitilos,' iwagi.
fyingr the divine power and grace. Thon when tlioy are at Jertisi-
lem they ficcla.re unto, the Chunrci -with the aposties and eiders '.,tiI
that, God Itad donc with thoîn?'t. Peter, in bis address, magnifies Guod.
lIt is HIe w~ho nmade choice of Peter as the apostie of the keys to op)ei
%lie doors of the Kingdoîn tô Jew and Gentile. lIt is 1le -%vlo chose lis.
eipies f roiii amollg thle GeiitiIes, gri~Vted tici repentance, aud puit ne0

[sept.


